9. Jesus told a story to some people who were
sure they were right with God. They looked

dOWVl on everyone € [se.

10. He said to them, “Two men went up to the
temp le to pray. One was a Pharisee. The
other was a tax collector.

11. The Pharisee stood on himself and
prayed. “God, 1 thank you that 1 am not like

other peop le,” he said. “1 am not like robbers
or those who do other evil th'mgs. ] am not
like those who commit adul’cery. ] am not

even like this tax collector.
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12. 1 fast twice a week. And 1 give a tenth of
all 1 get.”

13. ‘But the tax collector stood further away
than the Pharisee. He would not even look
up to heaven. He Iovough’c his hand to his
heart and prayed. He said, “God, have mercy

on me. | am a sinner.”

14. ‘1 tell you, the tax collector went home
accep’ced by God. But not the Pharisee. All
those who [iﬁ themselves up will be made
humble. And those who make themselves

humble will be l@ﬂed up.’
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Sermon by Sajjad Taghidoust on
Luke 18:9-14 for 11 August 2024

1.1 thank God that once again | have
the opportunity to come here and
minister to you and the church.
Today 1 would like to expound on a
verse ﬁrom the book of Luke chap‘cev
18, verses 9 t’mfough 14. We saw and

heard this Bible text earlier in the
pantomime.
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2. In our story there are two men.
Two comp lete ly diﬁferent men with
two comp letely contrasting
characteristics. The ﬁvst is a Pharisee
who was very Veligious in his life.

This man not on[y ﬁdﬁ“ed all the
duties of the law, but did even more
than was Vequhred. Accovd'mg to

Jewish belief, Jews should fast once a
year, but the Pharisees fasted twice a
week.
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3. According to Jewish belief, they
should give ten percent of their

Income from agvicultwe and
animal husloandvy, but this man
said he gave ten percent of his
entire income. When we read this
story, we wonder what this man's
sin was. Why does_]esus say here
that this man has no use and no

place with God?
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4 Why should the Pharisee not
benefit from God's grace and
mercy? Why do our eﬁforts oﬁen
Ioackﬁve? Has it ever happened to
you that desp lte your participation
In chari’cy events, ﬁnancial he[p for
others and your active involvement
in charitable groups, you still did
not ﬁnd inner peace? You still fe[‘c
that there was a pmblem
somewhere.
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5. In those days, people went to the vedk Wl K eadl ey a5
temple to pray. But on that day, the Oyh il o 35 G

Pharisee did not go there to pray, &’39 s LB Ug 2 Sl b@ | d’l
but to proclaim his good deeds to Jé : L}@J Hla c;l &“J"‘S\ Y. é
those around him. This Wy .4 4> gl Lo 4\ & u},“j

complacency and arrogance led . || e L L :
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others. The Pharisee saw himselfas § -o> Wold M\JQ\J ) pe 3
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genemsi’ty and gvea‘cness.




6. But in Vea[i’cy he was arrogant and
had a contemptuous view of the tax
collector, which was unjust. We oﬁen
think in life that we are do ing good or
charitable deeds fov God. We think that
on do Ing Veligious activities or serving in
the church, we are more valuable and

diﬁferen’c ﬁrom others and have a higher

status. In Veali’ty, we humans oﬁen want

to make a deal with God and expect an
appropriate response ﬁfom God in
return fov our deeds.
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7. Because we are weak and cannot enter
into an inner and hear@fe [t velations hip
with God, we oﬁen try to reassure
ourselves tlmrough a series of rituals and
services. These acts are not done for God,
but to reassure ourselves. Of course,
serving the church and Christians is very
valuable, but only gC we do not have
prlde and arrogance towards others.
Tlfnfough Christ we have received the
grace of God and should a[ways be

grateﬁd.
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8. In our lives we oﬁen judge others with }j L u.& 9
little knowledge and only on the basis of JJ} g; JM{ é

their appearance. Often the faults of J° JA’"{ 3 b d Jé'\” J“ s "‘9)*1
MJL»JS¢PY&»jMuby

ourselves may have the same or similar o T olas Yl | el v.{ Ly S By \ O Lg L
faults, but we never notice them or B ;i ;\ 130 LN Y ST AL s

others seem very btg to us, while we

always have an excuse for them. The . . . o
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seem very strange to us, which means &l \:’3’\’ K o ‘uf' Vé &.’\3 S5 !
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actions ts.
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suwoundings, and it is even

useﬁ/d to be sensitive to the ua\au,:y\ ol uu\..p ) ji 5\
people around us and not Cfﬁ . C;_ AP y uﬁ} e

socialize with everyone. However,
the problem starts when we want JJ\& bose ‘\K“L s el

to become judges, make

judgments about peop le and

make decisions on their loehalf.



10. From God's point of view, all o\ J{w&\\ a8y e -10

people are equal and all can Al Jgo jj\ t@g\l ui‘: 9 )9 j\.“;i.o

VeacI.n the k'mgdom of G?d. The P Ll H)&\ ij A &
Bible SaYy's that there is no

difference between people. Sanld 'u‘u\ N 9P ey Y &

Regardless of race, country, ;\ el ;\ W ;\ ERURE
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place where all believers should

come together. ey = 49 t‘é ol




n. For example, when a new person Joy e Jl b J“ 11
enters the church, we should not . Lf’“ Y Muﬁ A e ucﬁ“

look at their appearance and judge % cade gg 5 0 J@L,o 2 )@, J\

them, but appvoach them, welcome

\
them and tell them that we are one ‘ ) 4 Jﬁ” 9 Ay g A AD

in Jesus Christ ‘coday. We need to '9 : 3 £ jJ C-«-l @w LB ,\>
achieve this awareness in ourselves w é P é & jﬁ BV 04_4

and in our church. That is also one . )/ Ll
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12. Let us now return to the story
and to the tax collector. He stands at
a distance. Shame and fear of sin
prevent him ﬁrom coming closer.

Out of shame, he lowers his head
and does not look up to heaven (the

Jews were in the habit of looking up

to heaven when ‘chey prayed). He
confesses his sins and is tmly
repentant and asks God for
forgiveness.




13. The Bible says: "Blessed are those “« . “ )
who are aware of their spiritual @ﬁb (On vy \)\"g\ Jﬁ‘“ '13

poverty, fov theirs is the kmgdom of Q\ﬂ JCal ) (’“ J9-9 ) é

heaven. Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. dﬁb uji\.o (_g

Blessed are the meek, for they will 9\93}\5 Lﬁjl”" QIR ("trl*a Lﬁj"u

inherit the earth." (Matthew 5:3-5) (5_3 5 Lﬁw) ".u.'o jY\ ) yj ("V‘lj
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repentant and had surrendered to &\ BJ\J} ledinny « c\J.s J{ %
God's will.

The tax collector was ’cmly aware of
his sins, was who leheartedly




14. God never lets us down. His

grace S always greater than your

sin. His power (s always greater
than your pm/olems. His mercy is
always greater than your
mistakes. His love is a[ways
greater than your hatred. He
always provides more than your
needs. We must ask Him and
trust Him.




15. What should a Christian be like?
Recenﬂy, at the opening of the
O[ymp ic Games, we witnessed events
that many peop le and Christians
criticized. The Impression arose that
the Last Supper of Christ was Ioeing
made ﬁm of. 1 don't want to talk here
about the V'Lgh’c or wrong of this or why
these insults took place. Nor do 1 want
to talk about the threats and harsh

words of some peop le on the Internet.
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16. What caught my attention BELIEYPY. u“’\**’\ o b .16
was the reaction of the L K é y ,SS o |

Christians and the church in j—“ s gla g ) s 53 6_“5

France. The on[y ‘chmg they did
was that a few thousand people 3 st o sz oo YV dazy

gatheved in the market square, jLa 9 @«J j.\.’.«.u 5 j,J | do-Les
lit candles and prayed for those § .34 RCARSCaN B\ é\-ﬂ;\ J;\ e
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who had made .’chese m.su[‘cs e Sl Sy 3l
found that very interesting and " / g
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17. You can ac’cuaﬂy show others =0 VL{C 635 “3 /
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thing to do. If that is not 23 di % 3 a4 r\:d gt s

possible, you can pray for them. § v uﬂ ("L el &Lic 18

But you must not fight for God iy ol o] J_,\w
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to conﬁrm you and condemn
others. It is not up to you to CJ'° U“’j c K I J’\’J 403\

make judgments in God's place § 4L uaﬁ“ L..;Q\ 3\3\3\; TK;\ Sluo)

and COVLO[CWLY[ someone.




18. We should always try to J\{ @.4: Q\ s Jj Q\ = -18

become more like the image of
Jesus Christ. That means loving

iust as He loved. To forgtve Just as
He forgave And the services and \‘ff \’ 99 Lﬁ‘s J\f‘yﬁ UL"\; J J‘““

deeds we do fov others should

come from the humil Ity we learn
from Christ. Not to show
everyone what we do, but to show
how God works in us.




19. Jesus said: "Come to me,
and 1 will give you rest."
(Matthew 11:28) Prayer is the
time for sharing thoughts and
feelings with Jesus. He says:
bring your heavy burdens to

me and 1 will give you my lig’nt

bwrdens and take away your

’/168.\7}/ Iowrdens.
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20. If you go to Jesus to pray and sy 33l Cas Sl a3 15].20
after prayer you have the same 3 \5 Seladl g Slis oM
feelings as loefore, you may not have RONE J{ : 0 L e ol

Veally prayed with all your heart, but d L}@ ui % d :ﬁ:{
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V&t’/lel" whined. Prayev means

Veach'mg the heart of God and '°in4"° J° 9\::*“51 43.3 BT ) Wt

seeing things from His perspective. § 25 Sl geal aVall Cua e s,
That is the goal of prayer. | pray that L 3\3 3\l @,‘A\ y .)U\ Z =~
we all ﬁnd the V'Lgh‘c way to pray, give ! ()
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thanks and connect with God. 3
Amen! .o
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