Introduction 12 May 2024

First, we hear the account of Jesus'
ascension from Acts 1

1. With the ascens lon, Jesus comes into the
state in which He still is today. No [ongev
as a man on earth, but as God the Son in
heaven,]esus also blesses us today, he[ps
us, forgives our sins and strengthens us

In our faith. After the Veading, we see a
pantomime on today's topic "Being a
Christian with problems and conflicts".
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2. Here, two Christians, a man and a Jo - ‘d‘*’“"‘"& Iy QL; L;\, L .2

woman, come to the pastor. They tell
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him about their pvo]olems and conﬂicts (’é'{ OF S UAA ﬁ

in Persian and the pastor answers them ) J""j M“; 2 A‘*"“J A"M\‘ \“ J”” Y,
in German ﬁrom the perspective of gs\a Loy u\.:Y B jlaw L u\w all
faith. Later, instead of a [onger sermon,
we hear short confessions of faith ﬁrom
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several Christians ﬁrom lran and L bJ{j\j QJ’ P U 040
Ukraine. Here ‘chey speak of their fai’ch - °\-; y d W\-C ey
n life situations with pmblems and e e Jgj C“A el J_A\j J{\..J.\

conﬂicts. We now hear the Vead'mg
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about Jesus' ascension.




2. until the day he was taken up to
heaven. Before Jesus left, he gave
orders to the aposﬂes he had chosen.
He did this t’mrough the Holy

Spirit.
3. After his suffering and death, he
appeared to them. In many ways he

pmved that he was alive. He
appeaved to them over a peviod of

40 days. During that time he spoke
about God’s kingdom.




4. One day Jesus was eating

with them. He gave them a ’f.\.:u

command. ‘Do not leave

Jerusalem,” he said. ‘Wait for (_5-4\3[ uyﬂ | degon | 9)

the g'ng my Father pmmised. c 3 522
You have heard me talk about @2 ’
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5. John Ioapﬁsed with water. But C j@” CJ j\é ¥ (oo

in a few days you will be .
baptised with the Holy Spirit. J\'& VLT 0B U3} U’“Q




8. But you will receive power when the
Ho ly Spirit comes on you. Then you will

ell people about me in Jerusalem, and in
l

al Judea and Samaria. And you will even

t
tell other peop le about me ﬁom one end of
the earth to the other.

9. After Jesus said this, he was taken up to
heaven. The aposﬂes watched until a cloud

hid him ﬁfom their sight.

10. While he was going up, ’chey kept on
[ook'mg at the sky. Suddenly two men
dressed in white clothing stood beside

them.




Pantomime/dialogs 12 May 2024: Being a
Christian with problems and conflicts

A. Marital conﬂict

1. Woman: Dear pastor, | don't know what to
do anymore. My husband and 1 are Just
arguing. We keep trying to get along with
each other, but very quickly we end up

arguing again. And yet we both only became

Christians a few years ago. We wanted to
love and respect each other as a coup le here
In ﬁfeedom and without oppression of
women. But now 1 sometimes hate my

husband and then 1 think again: | still love
him.
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2. A few days ago my husband
said: Shouldn't we get divorced
instead of Jjust arguing? When 1

think about divorce, ] get scared:

How is it going to work all alone
in this fore ign country? But

also have a feeling of Ve[ief when

] think about divorce: ﬁnaﬂy no

more arguing. What should 1 do,

dear pastor?
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3. Pastor: It makes me sad what you are saying
about yourse lf and your husband. 1 believe
that as Christians we can always pray. For

example: "Help, Lord Jesus, that my husband
and | ﬁnd away to each other again. Give
peace and tranquility to our hearts." Perhaps it
also helps to keep more distance ﬁrom each
other, to go for walks alone. And then don't
always attack the other person for their
weaknesses. The Bible says: "Bear with one
another and forgive each other when one
reproaches the other." (Colossians 3:13ab)

Experience shows that it is good to focus on

what we have in common and leave
unresolvable conﬂic’cs for the time being.
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4. Woman: Maybe that
s one way. But what Lf
none of this helps? My

ﬁriend, also a Christian,
S ahready divorced. Can

] live with divorce as a
Christian?




5. Pastor: As a Christian, 1 can also
fail. With Jesus, 1 can also live with
my failure. Especially at a time
when 1 am doing very badly, Jesus
stands on my side as a friend. He
also forgives all my sins. Jesus' love
s stronger than any’ching ] fail at.
And with Jesus, there is always a

new chance. For the existing

marriage; but Lf that is not possi’o le,

also for anew Vela‘cionship.

as il sl 35 (3 dols, . 3Bl
S T Sy il e gudl
42 dﬁbt?ug&f@j @%5
MCE”‘“ Y@»d o Sl s
om»sz\cs_)u@wtj AN

uﬁé ;uﬁj-r’u .Jjﬁw\e
Sde 3Vl Ly ch§: A




B: Work problem Joall Al 1 -6

0. anl:[[ﬁ[a: ]aas’cov, lb'lm ?Ot feeﬁng well e 2 d\, AR el (Sx5e 1))
at all. T'll tell you why. In my home 956% 3o ('A> e sl

country I was an engineer, | had a well- o o " /
paid job.When] became a Christian s . s ARV “-"-*3-"’ LSvG ) SR TP

and joined a house church, the police A ‘“—*‘*{ ) Caaily s Como

became aware of me. 1 quickly left our [§ 5 xdly 4oy baDy &y5k .cda > s oldk) il
country with a visa and thought: As an Ll 3 S e ks, derle 10 Jgéj

engineer, | can ﬁnd a good jo’o in rich L 55 3&3 dﬁ& L sl s uﬁ 4..»\5
Germany. But this language here... I'm

good with technology, but learning e e ! CESES fb ﬂ

German is very diﬂ?icul’c fov me. J didl




7. Recently 1 failed the language test.
1'm also do Ing a longer in’cemship In
a company, but 1 oﬁen don't
understand much of what 1'm
supposed to do here. ]f] pass the
German course, 1 can do the
advanced engineering course. |
Vecenﬂy took a close look at the

documents fov this. 1t's so dﬁﬂcult ]
would love to be an engineer again.

But getting it all done is caus Ing me a

lot of stress.

Al jlast (8 5 Clid ad -7
3 Apsb oy sz o8l b ) BloYL
dyr@éy\ﬁbkﬂ\boﬁcg’)w S
5055 ST Lo bl of o5 e Ll
Lj\.ﬁf LY

f-\,o..\.a,l onyd\.: rjﬁ\




8.1 oﬁen have headaches and lie awake
at night Iorooding. The other day, my
head of department said to me during
my interns hip: Mohammad, wouldn't
you rather work as a technical
assistant? The German course you
ahfeady have is enough for that. And
you can do without the difficu[t
advanced course. You wouldn't have
any stress and you'd earn quite well.

1've been thinking about it ever since.

What do you think, Pastor?
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9. Pastor: 1 think that even as a ng 29 ,>=. s M‘ :
Christian, it can be good to set e on Cslia ,u IV L@ .\A

ambitious goals, work hard for |
them and ask God for ’aelp again saclull &**\LJ ‘\é«\? e sl J«»A 9

and again. You can achieve a lot s o] J)g'“’ Sz %
with God's help.’ But it may also be ’ju.ﬂ d,‘a.& ‘,\S}; " RITR d,\éj

that this is not the Vight way. J sl u ) ;i ﬂ P

Pevhaps headaches and insomnia
show that God has another, better f,\ SIS w | 4 Ll

way for you (in which He wants to J.,d\ e | d’fb ‘\,MS A\ O\ éﬁ}\)
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10. Sometimes it is good to admit to

yowfse[f: 1 will not achieve the goal ]

have set myself. Maybe it's not my
faul’c or someone else's, maybe the
clrcumstances, n your case the
pvoblems with leaming German,
simply don't fit in with this goal. 1
don't have to have a certain
pvofession or achieve a certain goal
to be happy as a Christian and to

Ioe V€C0gﬂ.tZ€d b}/ Wl}/Sebcv and o’chevs.
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1. Jesus accepts you, like all of us, S@w GJ\L@ ¢ \-*~?“ Ll -11
Just as you are: with your Sl g Sls 93 Llay ol
s’crengtlas an4 weaknesses, @w é,\..; &L\.a\.» w\aw

successes and fadwes.)esus also
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loves you as a technical assistant.

And perhaps you will be able to § y93 85law j{ oL> s u\ Uk

live a happ ley l'gCe without stress. 1 S )654““ ! w j\ L g
believe God will show you the way § ‘| i
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you can go! Trust in it and pray

for it! o oo Juos 4




God was my gu'tde on the diﬂ?icul’c immigration
Jowrney. He gave me s’cvength and conﬁdence
when all roads seemed hopeless. In a country
with a foreign language and culture, He was

my trans lator and mentor, he lp ing me to learn

the language and understand the traditions.
Even in the darkest moments, He lit the way for
me and nsp ired me not to give up. His
presence in my life was like the wind in my
sails, ﬁ“ing me with fai‘th and hope. ] fel’c His
support in every step of integration, in every
eﬁ%rt to understand new things. Today, with
the trials overcome and the peaks conquered, ]
thank God for His inﬁnite grace and help in all
of life's obstacles.
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