38. Jesus and his disciples went
on thelr way. Jesus came to a
village where a woman named
Martha lived. She welcomed him
Into her home.

39. She had a sister named
Mary. Mary sat at the Lord’s
feet listening to what he said.

40. But Martha was busy with
all the things that had to be
done. She came to Jesus and

sald, ‘Lord, my sister has left me
to do the work by myself. Don’t
you care? Tell her to help mel”
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41. ‘Martha, Martha,’ the . &.23 Ca\»b 41
Lord answered. ¢You are \63 J 9 @“A

worried and upset about
many things.

42. But few things are
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needed. Really, only one 4,\,31 uﬂﬁ 42
thing Is needed. Mary has

chosen what Is better. And é\..aﬁ u.mﬁﬁ ’f: 4o C.’a’\.afs

It will not be taken away 2% o
from her.’ s o) us ‘-5‘3‘




Introduction to the
Sermon for 2 June 2024

In this sermon, the encounter of
Mary and Martha with Jesus
from Luke 10:38-42 is told in a
special, poetic way. Jesus, God

Incarnate, Is referred to as
“God”. Martha cares for her
fellow human beings and helps
them, as is Jesus' will. Mary, on
the other hand, Is a person who
lives inwardly and is oriented
towards God.
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Martha and Mary

1. When God, the creator of all
things, had created the world,
when all the pots and pans were
In place, when all the squirrels
were In the trees and the moon

was In the sky, He suddenly
realized that something was
missing. He had been thinking
about love. Of laughter. There
was also generosity and
sensitivity. But He had almost
forgotten about faith.
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2. Of course, God was already a
little exhausted at this point,
because you don't build a world
on the spur of the moment, not
even If you are God. There's a lot
to think about: the metabolism of
elephants, the chemical formula
of aluminum sulfate,

complementary colors and much
more. So faith almost fell by the
wayside, and that would have
been fatal, because you simply
need faith to live, otherwise the
slightest breeze will blow you
away.
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3. God thought about it. Faith,
He decided, should be like two
sisters. Two sisters are different
and yet they belong together. So
no one can later claim that you
can only believe In one way.
Because that would be far from
God. He kneaded two women
from the remaining clay. He
called one of them Martha. She
was tall, had two blond, plaited
plaits and seemed a little bossy,
but also very patent.
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4. She wore an apron that didn't b Y L we Nite ciss K 4
dress her very well, but you Ll Yo gy I35 g3y &

couldn't talk her out of it. She e L) Q@\ o ug % ﬂ w@\é Jgﬂ

paid little attention to beauty, but § . <0, (AL VS 20 -S6 ) ae  laoall
she had a good eye for her ﬂ . f"{f‘*f v'gé Jgall

surroundings. Wherever there oflal L bzt L A3k e Lo oo
was something to do, she got to u_,{ Dol cay plall ¢ g ol

work. She was a stranger to
brooding and doubt. Her love was uas ub/ Lo dy 8 J@ -33@
firm and unromantic. She didn't § L cJas | ke L2
choose, but did what had to be J S ¢ S S gels

done, from which she drew her

existence. She did not calculate, at § i\ (o5l 3 s JsY e cpAaS
least until the day we will come )

to.




5. Her sister's name was Mary.

She was completely different. Gz 8 Ll Ll o) 06 5

Her eyes were dreamy. She could J bl Lo LS L all Le Ly ook L

just sit there for an hour and feel . e e
the grass or the rain. She was (l Jl) ol il 223y dell sl b

never bored, on the contrary: Qb/@ : ,&J\ Je AT UL 2l
she was very attentive. Her eyes s Ao blos 36 e L

were alert. However, Mary's , )
= " . o LN o 5 .
gaze seemed to be more inward, a8 Ly Lyl s ke oy el

while Martha saw the world . o W B e o e € 28T Ll
around her. Mary felt connected e oo el Bl D, s BNE

to everything, but not through o= o= <= Kodese LL Lk &as
her actions, but through her .LVL,{J\)L'» ! Al N
being.




6. Sometimes It was
difficult for one to
understand the other.
Nevertheless, the two
sisters lived side by side,

and even though they
were sometimes at odds
with each other, they
knew that they belonged
together. Until that
afternoon.




7. A few thousand years had
passed when the Creator of all
things felt increasingly alone In

heaven. It would be nice, He

thought, to see how life on earth
had settled down. How people
feel. What they love and what

makes them sad. How they Kkiss
and how they play football.
What raspberry ice cream tastes
like and what it's like to laugh
about something silly together.
In short: He wanted to be there.
Right in the middle of It.
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8. So He came Into the
world: as Jesus. He looked
around, and indeed, many

things had developed
wonderfully. The sunrises

worked perfectly. People

had invented the wheel and
lemon sorbet. The
mosquitoes had turned out
to be a bit unpleasant, but
well, you can't foresee
everything.
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9. However, there were also
alarming things: Pride and
avarice, debauchery and
anger, gluttony, envy,
cowardice. They were
destructive wherever they

appeared. He walked
thoughtfully over the earth
until He suddenly stood In
front of the door of the two
sisters. How good, God
thought, | can use both of
them now:
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10. “Oh God,” Martha cried A‘,\J s b e oS ) < .10
when she saw him, “this IS SO § .y« ) 1

inconvenient!” She wrung | ° e o2 @’“ 288 0%
her hands: “Don't you know J &> $L&T Jaol o1 Je 13k p0 03

what else I have to do?” God | STt
did not know (even though > J& E/} 5>) b

he is always told the C\L bl ol e (Al S

opposite). “lI must feed the y . o
hungry and give drink to the A5 ordw Y okl ol

thirsty. I must give shelter to Lo 3Ll ol My ol sl (gl
the stranger and clothes to 5> 1 s,Ls e L Y e,
the naked. I must visit the S “f“\; 'b.\ T
sick and go to the prisoners.” sbzeed) ) Cladll,




11. God nodded because He K e
thought it was all good and right | *<* < ¢
and because He had seen what 2K b, &Y, \&:ﬂ@ SRS
she was talking about. “But now e se ) s
I'm here, let me in.” “I don't el o B Y Sy e Soons
have time for this right now,” | <8 ! bl Colo >> Jj'm\ﬁ\: J

Martha exclaimed, who had a “st\ u@ Koo wg BIE:
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tendency to be a little theatrical.

“Can't you come back on el s, LS LS"\S u»k‘
Sunday?” But God didn*t want § .j 4& 5o sy 5
to come back on Sunday. He was - ” é . ”ﬁ ) > s S
there now. He pushed her aside PR R LRI JEvi e | PR 9

and went inside. Then He sat | el U e Ll el
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12. “But I can't offer you | &l »u8 CXQM Y S 12

anything, I don't have
anything here. Maybe L “( 5 s s gb !

Mary can ... Mary?”  |>> S5 byl bl placd s,
Mary came down the o s @“\3 J& b Lo s

stairs. WWhen she saw
God, she beamed. “You CH\: b oot " s sl al

here!” Naturally, she sat w*‘ ol i
down at his feet. God's ‘{ . |

heart warmed. PIIREAL




13. Mary did nothing. She offered
nothing to eat. She felt no
obligation. She didn't want to
fulfill anything. It didn't even
occur to her that it might be
appropriate. Mary simply sat
there In God's presence and
listened. It was a beautiful
moment. You could almost think
that eternity had begun. Until
Martha stood in the doorway. She
did something she had never done
before: she did the math. She

counted up and she counted down.
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14. “Do you actually see ) P
what I do? I have given food | & $dal b le> (55 Jn« .14

to the hungry and drinkto | .1al0 =5, ogld) o oul
the thirsty. | have given o Sy ] Cuanbo

shelter to the stranger and sy bl sl ulas],
clothes to the naked. | have T I
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visited the sick and gone to =7 |
the prisoners. And yet I am 4 & 5 poy ol J.\ S,
not finished. There is still so | 9
much to do! Do I haveto | plal A8 e o
save the world all by » S dall D) J& %
myself?”




15. You don't have to, dear § .oyl - Slde 15
Martha. No one should e85 Ol el

ride the great world alone. §) ) d’““ p -\'b\ﬂ djf

But didn't we just hear (AU
about the poor man who % uﬁ 7 JMQ %

fell among the robbers? | S @l o ) e rU C‘j‘“’"
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16. “Yes,” cried Martha, | ke S, P =S .16
“but something new )

happens all the time. A J{ Jib Oge Ll Sust Ve

child dies every_five_ o % Lo OKQ é -tébi’ i
seconds. Someone Is being . W
attacked somewhere. i 'fﬁ?‘@u U"#

Animals are tortured and [ .5 Jal) oL éasj il g

rainforests are cut down. )
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17. God nodded, because she
was right about everything.
“So, tell her to help!”” But God
shook His head. “You have to
take care of others, but you
also have to take care of
yourself. That's what you're
both here for. I'm out there
and I'm in here. Don't let
anyone take that away from
you.” And then he spread his
arms out like a shield. For a
moment, everything was fine.
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