Introduction for 1
September 2024

Jacolo, son of Isaac, grandson of Abraham, is one of
the progenitors of the peop le of Israel. n the Old
Testament, in the Book of Genesis, his story is told.
When his fathev Isaac is old and wants to pass on
God's blessing to his eldest son, Jacob betrays his
older brother Esau, pre‘cends to be Esau to Isaac and
receives the blessing. When Esau is angry with Jacob
for this, Jacob flees. At this point begins the reading
and pantomime ﬁ'om Genesis 28, which is also the
basis of today’s sermon.

Ioegins the Veading and pantomime ﬁfom Genesis 28,
which is also the basis of today’s sermon.
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Genesis 28

10. Jacob left Beersheba and started out for
Harran.

11. He reached a certain place and s’copped
for the night The sun had ahfeady set. He
took one of the stones there and placed it

under his head. Then he [ay down to
sleep.

12. In a dream he saw a statrway standing
on the earth. Its top reached to heaven. The
ange[s of God were gong up and coming
down on it.
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13. The LORD stood beside the stairway. He said,
1 am the LORD. 1 am the God of your
grandfather Abraham and the God of Isaac. 1 will
give you and your children aﬁer you the land you

are [y'mg on.

14. They will be like the dust of the earth that
can’t be counted. They will spread out to the west
and to the east. They will spread out to the north

and to the south. All nations on earth will be

blessed because of you and your children after

YOu.

15. 1 am with you. 1 will watch over you everywhere
you go. And 1 will loring you back to this land. 1
will not leave you until 1 have done what 1 have

pvomised you.
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16. Jacob woke up from his sleep. Then
he ‘chough’c, ‘The LORD s swe(y in this
place. And 1 didn’t even know it.

17. Jacob was afraid. He said, How holy
this place is! This must be the house of

God. This is the gate of heaven.’

18. Early the next morning Jacob took

the stone he had placed under his head.

He set itup as a sacred stone. And he
powed olive oil on top of Lt.

19. He named that place Bethel. But the
city used to be called Luz.
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Sermon for 1 September 2024 on — e
Genesis 28:10-19 19-10 :28 2555 1.9.24 Adanll

Dear congregation! el e s
1.]&(:0’0 is on the run. On the run from his - SRS
brother Esau, whom he has Ioehfayed. Only '\S\ i et ‘“’ \’ IS \‘ ES < j-‘w 1
one of the sons received the great blessing of 4.{ J6 ;,\..»Y L3 o P PYES

God from his father at that time, and that }) : \
was the older one. And although Jacob and SEan u - J{ jﬁ 5 '\33 S Mu

Esau were twins, Esau was the furst-born Jij Kﬁ*‘“‘ O LK}“"“J
and therefore entitled to receive the blessing ) g}J AS, J..J ‘jua 5o QK Y
from his father 1saac. However, Jacob used a )

trick to divert the blessing fov the ﬁrs’cbom
ﬁ‘om fa’cher Isaac to himse lf




2. Esau is very angry with his brother Sy 4 o M 2k e 2
and wants to take violent revenge. - jﬂ-’J Qil N j.u: Sy HALEy Q\

And Jacob flees. So Jacob is a SRRt Cs o drg Y Ll

deceiver. Not a role model in moral -
.\
lssues. A person with dark, se[ﬁsh 3‘3 \"4’ uaﬁ» A3 M-\ bl \*\»40-5

sides. A person like us. A sinner. A s u‘ﬁﬂ -4:3\39\) dollas wb"
sinner with whom God mysteriously Ay Jla, 5 dxe g 6;@\ C}a\.i\ fT

goes along. A sinner whom God has g A Lﬁ 3l L}L\_; aaele
°)

chosen. As with us sinners: God also

goes with us on the Journey of our &3 Las Braat \"QQ °\'§4"S u‘
lives. \.u\.o P\ 3




3. “Jacob traveled from Beersheba to
Haran. On the way, he came to a place
where he spent the night.” (Genesis
28:10.112) Jacob is on a jowrney. He is
‘crave[ing on foo‘c from the south of
Israel to the north of presen’c—day

Syria. A long journey of hundreds of
kilometers lies ahead of him. We too
have often traveled far. Some have

made the journey ﬁrom Syria to

GGV’M&VI}/ OVlfOOt and ’Oy MﬂS&fe means

of transportation.
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4. Others had a more comfortalole ‘wa A '33\9 ) » f‘y\ 0{ 4

Journey, but arriving n a very

different society is also a S B t\; 3 Jﬁ”ﬁﬂ uﬂ
challenging journey. Jowrney - that b - ol s Aoy Ll g L

doesn't just mean kilometers s O o }L:ﬂ\ %_a Lods S® Y

covered on foot or by car. Journey . | 3
|3l
is also a symbol for our lives. 52 el Bkl f\’\ﬂ\ Je

Jacob's life journey is described in L3 94, P\ Lsld ) L
the Old Testament, in the book of Jaw (3) e SV IVAIRE 510 55 5\?;\

Genesis, from his birth to his

death.




5. Long after Jacob hears God's 92 Z"\r‘“ J* b 358 an .5
voice in a dream, he ac’tually @\jﬁ\ 3 sle . r\.;\ 3 R 940
returns to the land of]srae[ as a s u‘“ Jofdﬁ\,»l uﬁj Jl

rich man with a large family and 9 e
becomes the progenitor of Israel § J ) o C"a\ﬁ ")"{ sl
with his 12 sons. At the end of his ple ale &L ng 12 ) &l

l@fe,. he hra\fe.ls t(? Egypt dwfing a R Cngy 4y \ 3 \: ) e L;l
amine to visit his son Joseph and

dies there aﬂer lolessing all his
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6. How diverse our l@fe's Journey Ls,
even as we are in the midst of Lt
What a change it was and is ﬁrom
the old to the new home! From child
to adult. From old traditions to the
ﬁfeedom of the individual. From the
former to the new, Christian fai’ch,
And the Journey of [ife goes on and
on. The world changes, we change
and yet we remain the same on the
Journey of our lives.
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7. “Suddenly the Lord stood before
Jacob and said: ‘1 am the Lord, the s I8
God of your father Abraham and ‘d\; VL’ JX ol - Je

the God of 1saac. The land on tia_,m \ ‘jj\ uaj)f\ Oﬁ“l
which you lie 1 will give to you and R jia ‘| 5) Bl ij‘“ er"\“

WSIVEY r\.:\ :\; g.g)\ L PP

your descendants. They will be as
numerous as the dust of the earth. £3 u@ u\° d’d “”J‘j J’“

You will spread out to the west and Y\(.UJ bﬂj \;J& A .jﬂ\

to the east, to the north and to the y
o 114 +13 28 . )" 6 4
south.” (Genesis 28, 13+14ab) ( S 3§ )" G s




8. This is the promise of the ho [y land
to the people of Israel. A special giﬁ to
his ﬁrst chosen people and also a
burden, as we see in Israel today. God
has not assigned a spec@ﬁc land to us
Christians. We live scattered all over
the world among diﬂ?erent peop les

and religions. But we too, like Jacob

and from]acob, are God's chosen
ones, blessed on the Lord, loved on

Jesus and washed clean with His

blood.

aid dwail u'ojﬁ\;,\c}

Jo3l wwu«,,@ J.u
é fﬁ*s @&JKL@
uda\séu\gu\t?@wwf
JM\,;;\.“Q A.o.Lé-\;; gl
quS KLJCMDJ

6.—d ck.)jﬁ.w

sy JuBy £y 4,




9. God speaks to Jacob in a dream. Jacob
sees the ladder to heaven with the ange[s
ascending and descending. The Creator
of the world speales to him persona“y. A
stunning experience. “When Jacob
awoke ﬁfom his sleep, he said: ‘The Lord
s present in this plaee, and 1 did not
know it.” Then he was aﬁraid and
thought: You must be in awe of this

p[ace.’ There is certainly a house of God

)

here and a gateway to heaven.” (Genesis
28:16+17)
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10. Do we also know these very . .
o e Lol G s 10
special, unforgettable oda e Loyl B

experiences of God? A woman  § ° T Y @3\3 e 3kl )l
vecently told me: “1was walking § & yon 11550 51,00 () I S |

past a statue ofJ esus in a . { é &mﬂ ez o JA\:

Catholic church. 1 suddenl . s e
| S AR § g ki A8

heard an inner voice from the -

statue: 1, Jesus, love you’ and f " Py B 2l e

then 1 heard my name. It was "l oK o) e
beautiful.” " S qu




1. Sometimes such an

expevience with God is also an

ex’cvaordinavy healing. When 1
was a child of ﬁve, | dreamt that
| was sitting on a bench.

Suddenly the seat opens inwards

and 1 fall down into a dark hole.
“Don't be
Il catch

Then 1 hear a voice:

qfraid, 1'm with YOU. |

you.”
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12. Some experiences of God shape
a whole life. Faith also lives, but
not only ﬁfom such experiences.

God's word in the Bible is also
decisive. We can hold on to such
words anew every day and trust in

them. Just like God's word to Jacob,
which also applies to us Christians:

“Behold, 1 am with you and will
keep you wherever you go.”
(Genesis 28:15a)
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13. Per'naps you sometimes have a
lot of stress and think: So much
n my l'gfe is unresolved and ﬁt”

of pm’olems, ] am ‘co’caﬂy
overwhelmed trymng to solve them
all. Or you have so many tasks to
do and don't even know how to
manage it all. God says: “Behold,
] am with you and will kee}o you
wherever you go.”
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14. 1 believe that this word will give
you peace. You are not alone and do
not have to deal with stress on your

own. God is there and will protect you
so that no’ching bad happens to you.
The pro’olems are there, but the one
who helps you solve them is also
there. 1 believe that with God, the
stress will subside, you will manage
everything and little on little many
things n your life will become clearer.
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15. Pevhaps your alarm bells sometimes

o2 @O el el s ) 15

ring too. You open a letter with a threat L
of deportation and think: What can 1 do Jgu 'y Je b o Al C“"’ ke

to stay here? How can 1 get through this )JL‘ u‘{ Fla oL J"j §) <_5“<‘ 15k
danger? “Behold, 1 am with you and will i chalay ao LT a" § Ld) lia
protect you wherever you go.” 1 believe g S oia J\ g "-Cw:‘bb

that this word will reassure you and you

can think: What can 1 do and what G \'° J"d L5‘“<£ 15l Jg‘“ J

doors does God open for me? He will - et Og § L} A gy @5

protect you - even in another EU country 33 jy S Jg3 o ()5 14 9 3 6@-

or in church asylum. With Him you will Sy b ad Cagu dns LS s
find your way. AR S g




16. Or your inner alarm bell rings

aﬁer a visit to the doctor. You
think: This could be something
bad. You are afraid and pray: Dear

God, don't let it be this malignant
disease! In the end, it's a harmless

diagnosis and you breathe a sigh
of Velief: Thank God. Or God also

protects you ‘c’mrough serious

illness, as 1 have experienced.
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17. Perhaps you are also suffering from N Iy % \:m;‘ d\.’..: \ 17
being sepavated ﬁfom your family and o ‘;, Jj\ uk‘ 3 1o jS\a 13, bl

feel lone [y desp Lte be'mg connected via

social media. 1 believe that prayer ‘S 21 J”a \jﬂ\ JjL'“J J€ J’*@ \jﬂ\
connects people even across thousands YT Je u»\.ﬂ\ B b ) 32! 5\ S|

ofki[ometers. Maybe you have G/\-Jj\& L3 &.J\ﬂy\o- & “\S \‘c) uﬂj\*ﬂ

arguments m your fami[y, arguments
between friends? One is stronger than A \""“’ WS o SV J\

all arguments, he can mediate, he[p to CE..M) j@ CxL J{ oS js
orgive and calm the heart. “Behold, 1 am . &/M | e IV J”l J“ v\cu ij»

with you and will keep you wherever you
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18. Jacob the sinner on the jowrney of "u\-> 3&9) LB Cﬁ\a\;\ WSJVIY .18

his life. He experiences something A oY B ez Al
unfovgettable in a dream. The God of s . M g 3

Israel makes him the progenitor of His u‘ f‘b‘j A o M J'jj"“;

great peop le. We too are saved sinners,

OJS 2 UJ)

chosen and blessed on the Jowrney of
our lives. We too may experience
unfovge’c’ca’o le things with God. And
we can cling to His word every day:
“Behold, 1 am with you and will keep

you wherever you go.” Amen!




Message regarding the terrorist act in
Solingen for 1 September 2024

Dear congregation!

1. One week ago, an Islamist attacker killed
three people in Solingen. You who are ﬁrom
Syria, Afghanistan and Tran know better than
we Germans what 1SIS or Daesh, what violent

Islamism means: something terrible and
disgusﬁng. Unforhmately, the discussion in
Germany aﬁer this terrorist act has focused

on the demand that even more Veﬁtgees

should be deported to other EU countries

under the Dublin Agreement or even to Syria
or Afghanistan.

s ] A oaid s J s D)

2024

’f | S

ol 83 (o] b6 8 sl U3y -1
‘WWY@”&% el uﬁu’“‘jﬁé

J

xls Oedlidly by ge g0 ) gubes (S il

SUCPIRI PPCERI f'bdﬁ
J«’J e sy L éwufj‘ | eyl

S e

;\ byew U 5> 59\ s~ L,éﬁ)ﬂ\ S

PUIRPNTI J?waé&géj




2.1 know ﬁom you how bad even the
threat of depovtaﬂon S for those aﬁcected.
Our congregation is lavge[y made up of
peop le who once came to Germany
iﬂegaﬂy. As the pastor of our Kreuzkirche
with many migrants, | am very sad that
many tn our soctety cuwenﬂy view So-
called iﬂegal migrants rather negaﬁvely.
We as the Kreuzkirche, on the other
hand, stand uncondiﬂona”y on the side
of Veﬁigees and migrants - and] esus
stands on your side too!
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3. To the Germans who are now u'\s\ C)uw Jj;‘ ‘Li“*“{ -3
calling for security, 1 say as a e olsdl o) U;Y\a J})\ ) jJﬂ@
Christian: good d good .
ristian: good laws and goo é o Iy L;@“J\ Leall,

police work are important to - L ) |
prevent Islamist or right-wing Al 5l LD dnla 31 Dl gl

extremist terrorist attacks. But we ()\.:Y\ o Lag Y LS L% ) Losl |
only get real security through God N o R N O’° Y\ S |

and tlmrough]esus: "Behold, 1 am o ol f Sn
with you and will keep you G 5 ea (1 Lo {€an

wherever you go." (Genesis 28, 152) (115:28 ., ji) "l
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