Matthew 5

1. Jesus saw the crowds. So he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. His disc'qo les came
to him.

2. Then he Ioegan to teach them. He said,
3. ‘Blessed are those who are sp iri‘cua“y needy.
The k'mgdom of heaven Ioelongs to them.

4. Blessed are those who are sad. They will be
comforted.

5. Blessed are those who are humble. They will
be given the earth.

Blessed are those who are ’mmgry and th'ursty
for what is V'Lgh‘c. They will be ﬁ“ed.
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7. Blessed are those who show mercy. They will be
shown mercy.

8. Blessed are those whose hearts are pure. They will
see Godl.

9. Blessed are those who make peace. They will be
called children of God.

10. Blessed are those who suﬁer for do ing what is
V'Lght The kingdom of heaven Ioelongs to them.
11. ‘Blessed are you when peop le make ﬁm of you
and hurt you because of me. You are also blessed
when they tell all kinds of evil lies about you because

ofme .

12. Be joﬁid and glad. Your reward in heaven is

great. In the same way, peop le hurt the prop hets

who lived long ago.
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Sermon by Sajjad Taghidoust for 3 Novemver
2024 in the Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven on
Matthew 5112

1. Hello and welcome to all of you who are here today. ]
thank God that 1 have once again been given the
opportunity to be here, to serve you and the church and
to hear the Word of God ‘cogether. The topic of my talk
’coday is based on the Gospel of Matthew, chaptev 5,
verses 1to 12. This is part of Jesus' sermon known as the
Sermon on the Mount. Many commentators cons ider the
Sermon on the Mount to be one of Jesus' most important
and amazing sermons. Some see this sermon as a new
interpretation of the Ten Commandments of Moses and
say that in these sermons God pvoclaims His
commandments fov peop le with the aim of achieving
human pevfecﬁon.
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2. Jesus spoke these words when a large crowd
had gathered to hear Him. He called His
disc'qo les to Him and Ioegan to speak to them
and all those present. When we read the Gospel

of Matthew, we see that it is essenﬁa“y about
the k'mgdom of God. There is also a lot of talk
about the kingdom of God in the Old

Testament, especia“y in the book of Isaiah,
where there is a detailed account of the coming
of the Messiah and the kingdom of God on
earth. But what is meant on the k'mgdom of
God? The book of 1saiah mentions that the
k'mgdom of God will Iar'mg ﬁreedom,

Vedemption, peace, Justice and harmony.
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3. So when we talk about Jesus Christ, we
are not just talking about the fac’c that He
came and was cmc'gﬁed so that our sins
could be forgiven and we could enter
paradise. Rather, He also proclalms the
pmmised kingdom of God on earth. This
means that a better world will grow in our
midst with peace, justice and ﬁfeedom. We
can recognize the characteristics of this
kingdom in Jesus' Sermon on the Mount.
Let us proceed sentence on sentence to
understand what Jesus is talking about.
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4. Jesus always tried to change the world's
standards with His words. For examp le, He
understood leadership as serving the peop le

or Vedeﬁned the concepts of wealth, power,

generosity and mercy. In other words, He
introduced new concepts and deﬁniﬂons In
contrast to the world's standards. Let us look
at these verses in the ligh‘c of these

cons idera‘cions.]esus says: ‘B lessed are the

poor, fov theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 5:3) n all religions, there is often a

misconception that God is only the God of

believers and does not care about others.
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5. When we look at the stories of Jesus, we see || *° ol ol YCan paad ) s e 5
Him dealing with prostitutes, tax collectors Mad (S, 98D .y }\j Cx )L»J\j CCJ\JJ&\.’J\
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man who went to the temp le and could not

look wp to heaven for shame and said to God: | 35 "o 14t JBy Jod| s sl ]
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6. The Vela‘cionsh'qo with God is based on grace and J& u*’j Lo JS J‘ " R - B\l .6
j <

mercy, not on pious deeds. That is why Jesus says:

“l enter into arelationsh'qo with the humble”. &3 Js> i" tﬁ‘“‘" Jﬁ‘“ "'ésj AL J\‘;}J
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aperson is, the more pmblemaﬂc they become.
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7. We should not be indiﬁerent to our
suwoundings. Numerous challenges in the
world, such as women's ﬁ'eedom, human
Vigh‘cs, child labor, unequal wars and dictators'
hunger for power, lead to Injustice and lack of
peace, which everyone must ﬁgh’t against and
prevent in accordance with their abilities and
possiloiliﬂes. In order to achieve global peace,
we must instill in the peop le of the world an
awareness of peace in the spirit of Jesus, stop
the tyrants and Oppressors and not be
ind@ﬁcerent to the pro’olems and chaﬂenges of
the world today. So it is one of God's
commandments to work for peace and Justice
among peop le worldwide.
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8. The next verse reads: “Blessed are those
who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
(Matthew 5:4) There are often many
prololems and d'gﬂ?iculﬁes n [ife that
weigh us down and cause us much
sadness and grief. We have lost a loved
one, or someone has wronged us, or the
sadness of loneliness sits in our hearts. Or
we miss someone, or the doors of a good

['gCe are ClOSiVlg on us, or and we are vqoset

about everything. Who is the ﬁrs’c person
you seek out in such moments to talk to

and share your gvief?
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9. As arule, you talk to the person who is
closest to you and whom you trust the most.
This could be a parent, a spouse, a child or a

close ﬁiend. But what Lf you have no one to

talk to? God says to you: “Come to me in your

gviqf and sorrow; it is 1 who will comfort you.”

Imagine that in times of difﬁculty and

hopelessness, someone comes and says: “My
son” or “My daugh’cer, don't worry and don't
be aﬁraid of anything. When the whole world
twrns its back on you, | will a[ways be with
you and take care of you.” Blessed is the one

whose tms’cworthy ﬁriend in times of SOYrow
and grief is God.

uJﬁY ua.zw.s ol cduo\c o,\c\.:z§9

2138 oS ﬁff 4 35 sdlly U

ﬂﬁ-tﬁt@.wj&uﬁzﬁﬁcﬂ}
9WU»JML5\¢MUKU\;LQ
oo WKy K 3 QL el el U
glwu &AXQ\BQQJ&Z"&L}M
Y, ua.\.a.JYc&w R R T PP
J@L‘L{é Jv\’\.@v\v\; ;«Lsﬂgﬁuﬂuﬁ-
uldﬁla"d’&“‘ Jm\uu)ﬂ» V\S
‘LS'“YJ Q} u\sj du“y Ag Mo 4)3\ QK




10. “Blessed are the meek, for tlaey shall
inherit the earth.” (Matthew 5:5) The meek
are those who not only forgive, but also do

not repay evil with evil. Meek people are

generous; they are not ambitious, but

humble. Jesus introduces Himself like this in
the Gospel of Matthew: “Learn from me, for1

am gentle and humble in heart.” (Matthew

1:29bc) So this is a characteristic and the

nature of God, and He has given His Spirit
in us so that we can share the meekness and
humili’cy of God with Him. The meek person

trusts in the Lord and His almigh‘cy power.
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1. The Gospel says that the meek are not , . )
5 oasdy Y oelead) |l 11
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wrath when others act ’oadly or make wrong
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12. The meek person s not fealﬁd or timid,
but actua”y has the streng‘ch to control
their anger. The meek person surrenders
their ways to the Lord and asks Him for
guidance, and trusts God. The meek
person has a sense of peace in their heart.
How can we achieve this peace? We must
look at peop le tlmfougla the eyes of God. We
humans are made in the image of God and
we are also to Ioring this good news to
peop le with a sinﬁd lifestyle. In Vea[i’ty, the
meek are the ones who see the world the
way God wants them to.
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13. In a verse we have alveady heard, translated
d[ﬁferenﬂy, it says: “B lessed are those who feel their
need fov God, for theirs is the k'mgdom of heaven.”

(Matthew 5:3) We often say in prayer: “Lovd,
s‘creng’chen my will” or “Lord, give me what your
will is.” However, when we come to the point where
we need to act, we realize that we actua“y do
noth'mg of our own will, but that we act based on
need. ]fsomething is to be changed In you or me,
our need must change. You make no eﬁfort to
achieve something unless you feel a need for it. 1t is
this need for a goal that gives you will and
motivation. And here Jesus says: “Blessed are those
who feel their need for God, fov theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:8)
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14. We can enter into a relationship with God
when we feel the need in our heart that there is
someone who will stand on us and support us in
every situation. We need someone to calm us

down in times of anger and sadness. We need

someone to support us in diﬁficult times and
prololems. In l@fe, we oﬁen commit many sins,
and the Lord sees our sins. He recognizes the
nature of our sins. He even sees that Jesus is
mocked ‘coday. He sees the lies, the corruption
and the Ioehfayal. And the Bible says: Be sure,
your sins will be revealed. But don't forget one

‘ching: the Lord does not forge‘c that He is the
fovgiver. ]fyou repent in every situation, He will

forgive you.
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15. My friends, 1 would also like to look at blo )\ A )af\ J\ L0 s ;\ cé\.ev\.,ag\ -15
the commandments ﬁrom a diﬁ%rent UL{ U.,a 53 o fﬁ’ N ez ) jhw (f

perspective. These commandments do not

say how people should govern or work, JQ u\ u“ui
earn income or fulfill their social duties. w\p—Y\ L> 'y (909 j\ \3 S
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becoming human and self-realization. If we
A L 136
develop ourselves, find God in our hearts LB 99 ) jja SEGIR

and in our Ioeing and teach these teachings ¢ u“‘JJ“\S 02 K I \“Ap ‘ \"’L{J \"’J\‘a

to others, we will be useful to society and to | _is 50 J{ Lg L.u.wy tomu ey <
ourselves in every situation and posttion. In J\" \‘fr \..,.ic &J i J.U S uléyj
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16. For examp le, a teacher in his pvofession can
train a scientist to discover a vaccine against a
disease that saves the lives of millions of people
instead of weapons of mass destruction. ]fwe are
workers, we can always be fahf in our work. lfwe
become a merchant, instead of hoard'mg goods
and se“ing them at inﬂa’ced prices, we can help
everyone and solve their problems in times when
peop le in soclety are suﬁerlng hardship and
hunger. And even Lf we become rulers or
poliﬁcians, we can promote justice and peace in
the world. These are the eﬁfects and Signs of
God's commandments, so anyone who sees their
behavior will swfely think, “That must be a
Christian.”
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17. We live in a world that is Vapidly ALY j; do o dory %\c B u; 17
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and various human and eco [ogical crises,
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18. We are in crisis, but God is with us in the crisis.
God is with us in suﬁering. We may not understand
much of the suﬁering in the world, but we believe
that God is aﬂ—powevﬁd. We trust in God. God still
loves us, with the same love with which He sacr'gﬁced
His son Jesus Christ for us. If this were not so, there
would be no hope. On the basis of this faith and
hope, we have a Iovigh‘c ﬁt’cwe ahead of us for

tomorrow. And it is our great task to Ioring hope to
soclety and the world through the message of the

cross. Jesus came to bring peace to the world. 1t

doesn't matter what the world thinks about you and
your God. Let us be fai’chﬁd and one day you will see
that all this suﬁering will come to an end.
Hal[elby'ah!

Amen!
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