5. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Suppose you have a
ﬁriend. You go to him at midnight and say,

“Friend, lend me three loaves of bread.

6.A ﬁriend of mine on a journey has come to
stay with me. 1 have no food to give him.”

7. And suppose the one inside answers, “Don't

bother me. The door is ahfeady locked. My

children and 1 are in bed. 1 can’t get up and give

you any‘ching.”

8.1tell you, that person will not get up. And he
won't give you bread Just because he is your
friend. But because you keep Iootherlng him, he
will swre[y get up. He will give you as much as
you need.




9. ‘So here is what 1 say to you. Ask, and it will be
given to you. Search, and you will ﬁnd. Knock,
and the door will be opened to you.

10. Everyone who asks will receive. The one who
searches will ﬁnd. And the door will be opened to
the one who knocks.

1. ‘Fathers, Suppose your son asks fov a ﬁsh.
Which of you will give him a snake instead?

12. Or SUpPpose he asksfor an egg W’/’LLC’/'L Of}/OM

will give him a scorpion?

13. Even though you are evil, you know how to give
good gifts to your children. How much move will
your Father who is in heaven give the Ho [y Spirit

to those who ask him!’

alazidl (1 ””\asucu\w &wﬁll
"’Md,\:w&w &cﬂj\g\jsc;

$ e adasdl A2 flo 13 Jla2

s

~
)‘o} 09

5 o 3 AL f“{db 13
(;«\-““r LJA LS'{ uﬁr &A\: ‘iﬁ co..\i5- U.LQ

il sl i @f&w




Sermon by Farzin Eslamdoust for 5 May
2024 on Luke 11:5-13 in the Kreuzkirche
Bremerhaven

Dear congregation,

1. The subject of “prayer” and the request to God to
answer human prayers and wishes have always been
accompanied on many questions. How should we pray?
What requests should we make to God in our prayers?
Why do we sometimes not have a clear picture of the
Julfillment of our prayers? Jesus Christ taught us to pray
in the simplest and best way in the “Our Father...”
prayer. Ca“ing on the name of God, ask'mg for food,
asking for forgiveness of sins and receving ﬁrom God the
s’crength to forgive others, avoiding evil and temptation
and ﬁna“y glovifying the name of God are the most
important parts of this prayer that we all know.
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2. In my sermon ’coday, 1 would like to
share with you my perspective on the

words of Jesus Christ about the quality
of prayer mentioned in the G ospel of

Luke 11:5-13. In my opinion, Jesus
teaches us the following with these

WOVO[SI How Should WE eXPress our

requests? Why are certain prayers best
answered on God? What matters in the

end? 1 can honesﬂy say that this third
part s the most important part of
Jesus' statement for me.
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3. First part: How should we express our
prayers? Verses 5-6 give the example of a
man who needs three loaves of bread for
his visit. At ﬁrst glance, it seems that this
man wanted “bread”. But 1 believe that in
this example Jesus does not mean
“bread” as a request, but “serve the
guest”. In our prayers, we ask God for
health, happ iness, social and business
success, money, etc. But perhaps we do
not know fov what purpose we need these
‘chings and therefore do not mention the
reason for our request tn our prayer.
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4. Someone wants “bread” to be able to “serve
his guest”. 1 should also ask God that 1 need
something specific in order to “serve people”
or “solve the problems of my fellow human
Ioeings”. So 1 pray like this: "My dear Father,
please give me this thing so that through me,

Iay help ng others, your name may be
gloriﬁed”. Or: “Dear God, give me health so
that 1 can feed my family. Or: Let me get well,

so that when someone sees My recovery, your

glory and power will be revealed to all”. From
this 1 conclude that my goa[ of achieving

something is more important to Jesus than
the wish, the request itself.
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5. In verses 8-9, Jesus teaches me that f Leos 4 o ek (9-8 SV 3.5
when 1 say my pravers, 1 should put ) % e 3 . ) 5
y my pray uld pu H,Jjwwtadg/.éc@\j\,aj\a\

aside despair and weariness and keep 9
trying. When we ask for something to \"""“ Ak e 4, 9 L; Bt aadl’ Gl

serve others and gloviﬁ/ the name of L},a.b 403 ,\.au: 9 x fY | dond
God, let us pray in the name of]esus ) @M fw\’ yy L) Cw &

Christ that doors will open befove us. \.& s - ¥
Let us not forget that God knows our —LE s JJ” M \ d““"’ J

goals and our heart's desires better d""" U - 13) el s J»aﬁ | L j\ﬁ

than we do. So 'gfwe try to achieve our 2 A.é 3 Mﬂj J.oY\: Ll
goals with hope and trust in God's love, '; , .
2V U ot

the best will Iaappen to us.




6. Second part: Why are our prayers
answered on God in the best possilole
way? In my opinion, Jesus Christ got to
the heart of the answer to this question:
“Because God is a good father who wants
the best for his children.” In verses 11-12,
Jesus reminds us that God, like a loving
fa‘cher, never disappoin‘ts or hurts His
children. There are many fathers and
mothers in this church who can
understand the words of Jesus Christ

better than anyone else. 1would like to

give you a few examp les.
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7. A boy comes to his father and says to Y ‘j\bo | 1e) Jgad cu A 5 db 7

him: “Give me some money (without i uY @ S S (W 94)

giving a reason)”. Will the father give d\’ S 3} o $ WY

him this money? Yes or no? A Iooy o“d ‘}

comes to his fa’chev and says to him: J&w J—«J JUI LR @&40 | :4) J PrIp
“Give me some money to Iouy a kn'gfe or s U1 1 u@ ub“ J@ﬁ u‘M :

a gun.” Will the fa‘cher give him this :
money? Yes or no? A boy comes to his 3 s °’G g (2 Lﬁb }} (*”

fa’ther and says to him: “Please give me LSjWy JUI LR @34“ | u“"

some money to Iouy my ﬁ‘iend a present J@ s _;\)M g L; uq_, Jua) 4o
for his birthd ay.” Will the father give ¢ }! , ¢ J\l ia u'ﬁ :

this money? Yes or no?




8. Let us now assume that this fa’cher L; C\..é uy | u ua J«QJ 8
needs the same amount of money for J JxL |l ozl J\L o él u*w

l’lOblSG’/lO ld eXpenses and cannot g lve a

positive answer to his son's request. A V‘ﬂaj l'u\; 2"\’ f' A5 ‘\& }J
Ac.cordingt.toje:;;ts' ,;/VOV.OIS U/Jl[ the ] cmu JM} LB @M, UU{‘ 4
previous section, the boy insists an
. &) L;ASS adb Jjj

repeats his request. But eventua“y he
sleeps peacefully. Why? Because he  f <4l Cf’ S 5y §s
has made his request, stated the
reason fov his request, tried and
inaUy knows that his fa’chev loves him

more than anything else.



9. A girl comes to her mother and says to 2y 3k 6»34-5 \d Jg pYsp \-W\S A sl L;b 9
J°
\)

&

her: “Give me some more things fov oF 3) doms g Ay 6‘“" & )Ua_gy 8% f,\

breakfast in my school bag” (without giving y ;
a reason). Will the mother do this? Yes or A fy Jaiz Jo (il

no? A g'wl comes to her mother and saysto § U° '\’JL 6“2“ :d Jﬁ‘“ﬁ £ gl | 5 L..}b +Y
her: “Give me more things for Ioreakfas’c n bae sdewyal) G S JUEH ua\)cj\
my school ’oag, when 1'm ﬁt 'l throw the (’” OB fm Lai: J.m " LBU\ gﬁ'j\ ‘C":\
rest away.” Will the mother do that? Yes or o da S
B sy Ledly dL st 3B 8Y

no? A girl comes to her mother and says to
her: “Please give me some more ’ch'mgs for ‘\“"““JJ‘L 6‘““’ £3 ;,L_,AJ Jl
breakfast in my school bag so that1can Lo X ollac| % u§< o> )Uae}] J P

give sonfte to my c[assma’c.e who needs hel]o. r‘y\ |aiz: J.@.e el L}l CL; 6\5\ 6_\‘“ )
WIill the mother do it? Yes or no? sN RTPIAYE




10. Now suppose that there is not enoug’n
bread at home and the mother has to go to
the store to buy move bread. So the mother's
answer to her daughter’s request (s negative.
But the girl repeats her request and says that
in retumnm for this favor she will help her
mother wash the dishes. The girl goes to bed

unconcerned, know'mg that she has made her
request and done her best. And most
importanﬂy, her mother is kind and loves her
more than anything. So do not doubt that our
heavenly Father is kinder to His children than
anyone else. Ask, strive and know that God is
the most merciﬁ/d.
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1. Third part: What concludes the prayer 930l Al J’g' kg.x\\ PIRTG|C R b
process? What 1 have told you in the two Q\Jo e \-‘b o.ﬁ;\ UJU. L3 A ads L

examp les a’OOVQ may ’/1&\76 ’flappened many .
’ mch}] L}-\:ﬂj bbéo,\s,\c

times in our own lives. But, dear congregation,

the key word 1 want to tell you now is “faith” T u (ﬁ \.@5 jg\ u\ SY )\ &J ML.A}

and “trust”. The two children s[ee}o with a calm B
N
heart and get what they want the next day ol A O Dladall TL“ S 2 O\’cy

because they believe in the love of their parents. \mw ‘_}U e j"s é Se 37 L J& Dzt 9
So according to the words of Jesus: Ask and it @w Js 53 Bk LR \dr _‘\\ A \M, %

will be given to you. Seek and you will ﬁnd.
Knock and it will be opened to you. And with ZSQ" \3;33 JEREL g L;'“d 3'\“” JSL’%

verse 13, gC we humans, who are sinners, already J.’.aj\: 9 JE DM L{ 9 13 c\:Y - (Q

know what is good for our children, we can SR u\&’y L
believe that God the Father cares even more j{ f"(r = O uﬂ t\.@ >
il y Laals,

about our well—being and our success.




12. The interesting thing here is that Jesus
did not say: “God will give you money or
bread or success.” Rather, he says: “God will
give you the Holy Spirit”!!! Why does Jesus
say this? 1 got the answer to this question in
one of our Bible classes. 1 remember Pastor
Weber speak'mg at that meeting about good
and bad human qualiﬁes, both of which are
present in us humans. He said: “What

makes the (igh‘c of good human qualiﬁes

(such as love, loyalty, courage, etc.) shine in
us humans is none other than the Ho ly
Spirit.” The Ho ly Spirit opens doors of hope

and goodness N us.
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13. The Holy Spirit is the positive energy that
makes us many times stronger every step of
the way in achiev'mg our goals. The Ho ly
Spirit is like a boat on which we sail when we
pray. And God chooses to ﬁ&lﬁ” our requests
and Ior'mg us safely to a sea of success,

happ iness, health and wealth. Dear

congregation, as | summarize what 1 have
learned from the words of Jesus Christ in this
sermon, 1 would like to say: “Pray and strive
with faith in the name of Jesus Christ and
with graﬁtude fov God's love, so that the Ho ly
Spirit may open doors fov you nto the world
of God's Iolessing and glovy.” Amen!
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