36. So have mercy, just as your Father has ) & B ‘&\»& ¢ dil 22 = .36

mercy. )

37. ‘]fyou do not judge other peop le, then

youwi” not bejudged. ]fyou do notﬁnd D92d (591 | x 5 .A.“i &S yo3».37

others guilty, then you will not be fovmd
guilty. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. LN g 039X

38. Give, and it will be given to you. A 4 slaly ok oaly | 4 b ueuy.38
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1t will be pressed down, shaken together,
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1. Saul retwrned ﬁ'om chasing the Philistines. Then
he was told, ‘David is in the Desert of En Gedi.

2. So Saul took 3,000 of the best soldiers from the
whole nation of Israel. He started out to look for

David and his men. He planned to look near the
Rocky C(iﬁcs of the Wild Goats.

3. He came to some sheepfo ldls a[ong the way. A cave
was there. Saul went in to go to the toilet. David and
his men were far back in the cave.

4. David’s men said, ‘This is the day the LORD told
you about. He said to you, “1 will hand your enemy
over to you. Then you can deal with him as you want
to.”” So David came up close to Saul without Ioeing

seen. He cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.
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V) cad lies Olde led uay (1.5
5. Later, David felt sorry that he had cut off 20 Shasth A g el ~ L;J

a corner of Saul’s robe. Sgody by dgla ls, j\‘v“j{ S
6. He said to his men, ‘May the LORD keep 4 Afuﬁ )\ Laley oo 55/ yee Qbﬁ 4 j\.6

me ﬁfom doing a ’ch'mg like that again to my S s 055 e Bl
master. He is the LORD’s anointed king. So 1 > ’{ e gl Gl oS Moy

promise that 1 will never lay my hand on e Can 5! A§\JJ ‘f{ SIS’

him. The LORD has anointed him. )

7. David said that to correct his men. He s ol i L s s .
wanted them to know that they should never DO SaR et

suggest harming the king. He didn’t allow Jjj\-“ 4 4 )\ \J Q\S\ ¢ ogj ae e
them to attack Saul. So Saul left the cave and D ) g Sl Jgilan L) 5 Loyl

went on his way. by 395 o)y 4 coal g




8. Then David went out of the cave. He called out to Saul,
King Saul! My master!’ When Saul looked behind him,
David bowed down. He lay down ﬂat with his face towards

the ground.

9. He said to Saul, ‘Why do you listen when men say,
“David is trying to harm you”?

10. This day you have seen with your own eyes how the
LORD handed you over to me in the cave. Some of my men
begged me to kill you. But 1 didn’t. 1 said, “1 will never [ay
my hand on my master. He is the LORD’s anointed

king.”

11.Look, my father’ Look at this piece of your robe in my
hand! 1 cut o]fjr the corner of your robe. But 1 didn’t kill you.
See, there is no’chmg n my hand that shows 1 am gvu f
do ing any‘ching wrong. | haven't twrned against you. |
haven’t done anything to harm you. But you are hun’cing
me down. You want to kill me.
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12. May the LORD judge between you and me. 45,\«\: ..,\.'56)}\.: &S g QL» L glus-12

And may the LORD pay you back because of N . o S Lol el g5 gl e ol Kglus
the wrong things you have done to me. But 1

won't do anything to hurt you. g Aol g
13. People say, “Evil acts come from those who S a” :,\3; (P (£ o o 4&\&13
do evil.” So 1won’t do anything to hurt you. e 8 e Cewd bl ‘“Jﬁ*i’tf ale o,
14. ‘King Saul, who are you trying to catch? g
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Who do you think you are chasing? I'm i

nothing but a dead dog or a flea! § el ol 1y g0 S s 0 JS) el olinl 14
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’oetween us. May he consider my case and




16. When David ﬁnished speaking, Saul asked him

a question. He said, ‘My son David, is that your
voice?’ And Saul wept out loud.

17. You are a better person than 1 am,” he said. You
have treated me well. But 1've treated you Ioad[y.
18. You have Just now told me about the good th'mgs
you did to me. The LORD handed me over to you.

But you didn’t kill me.

19. Suppose a man ﬁnds his enemy. He doesn’t let
him get away without harming him. May the LORD
reward you with many good things. May he do it

because of the way you treated me today.

20. 1 know fov sure that you will be king. ] know that
the kingdom of 1srael will be made secure under
your control.
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Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven, Lector S’coﬁers

Sermon for the 6th Sunday after Trinity 7 July 2024

on 1 Samuel 24:1-23

1. A bolt of lightning has set the dry savannah on
ﬁre. The ﬂames blaze high around the king's rock.
On its top - two lions, each ready to strike. The
younger one appmaches the older one: ”Why
should 1 believe you? You've told me no‘ch'mg but
lies all my life.’" The older lion backs away: "What
are you up to now? You're not going to ill your
own uncle, are you?" The question hangs in the air
for a moment, then the younger lion relaxes al-
most imperceptib ly and Veplies: "No, Scar. I'm not

like you."
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2. A scene ﬁfom one of the most
famous animated films ever: "The
Lion King". The story of the lion
prince Simba, who is driven away
ﬁrom home on the Intrigues of his
evil uncle Scar. On[y as an adult
does Simba muster the courage to

return home accompanied on his
ﬁ‘iends and assert his claim to the

throne. When Simba was little, Scar
killed Simba's fa’cher, King Mufasa.
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3. Simba does not want to stoop to this
level: He doesn't want to be responsible
for the death of a loved one. He shows
greatness in this mo-ment. ]fyou place
the story of David and Saul next to this

movie scene ﬁfom The Lion King, you
will ﬁnd some para“e[s. Scar and Saul
are both disgmced kings who abuse
their power. Unlike Scar, who has
uswfped the throne, Saul is a Vigh’cﬁﬂ
king, the Lord's anointed.
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4. But both Scar and Saul are at the mercy of o abd 3 - Jgls )K'-‘“ jb o Ll 4
their opponent at the decisive moment. L5° \..c-'-“ RECYOWE J PEa e J J.s o,\.,,f

Simba could have killed Scar - David could \y PETEE Mg J JK“\ w\f

have killed Saul. Both refrain from this o o ey
bloody deed, sparing the life of the one who i JE Ol ek Uy

s trying to kill them. How we judge this L‘f\ O A2 ‘{‘53} Q\"" J &{Lf ‘SJ\'}'})}

behavior is open to debate. Those who Vely Sl J\:‘éj Qf~\ Lﬁ.\i))\ °j; LS 3,
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their interests with pressure and violence P Jw ! JEEyes Cé}.w i s TK& e
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David's behavior as weakness, accovding to A g . RS
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5. But anyone who thinks that xS T Jie sy S @*{ﬁ L) .5
way is wrong. Let me look again f 29 91 @\i-w\ﬁ A U\e 92 S Ta ol

at the story of David and Saul. Jglee & 344 . f\{ P oS Jglu o
David says to Saul: "Because 1 cut 535 815, del oy, b iy j{ P

the corner of your skirt and did o “‘{cﬁ*’ PP M

not kill you, know and see that
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there is no evil in my hand. 1 have ) g
not sinned agamnst you, but you & i e P Ll /f | °°J§' Lﬁ“\jﬁ’
are chasing aﬁer me to take my Jose* Js)) ”tﬁj}g s r” e Lﬁ‘{

life!" (1 Samueel 24:12) (24:12




6. For David, his behavior is a
vindication: He is persecwted and
ostracized and wants to prove that he
doesn't deserve it. 1t would have been
S0 easy fov him to kill Saul! By sparing
his [ife and only cutting a piece out of
his clothing, he wants to prove that he
S Ioe'mg unjustly persecu’ced and hun-
ted. He is not interested in Saul's
death and he does not want to become
the traitor he is povtrayed as.
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7. And Saul? He confurms that 506 ) 300l s g o) SUgl 5.7
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David was Vigh’c: "You are more
V'Lg’n’ceous than 1, you have done me

good, but 1 have shown you only |
evil." Saul ad-mits that he wanted S S s s Sl Jgla 'f\ 0-35

to hunt David down, he admits g g W L PR Y| - Gsw e
that he sees David as his enemy. In )2 . An (o 24> Sy D gl At %
the end, there is a pious wish for [ 5525 55513 (sl dlaalas 35357 bl
David, and for the time being Saul 34912 J\“{)\ ¥ Jels s 5 3\
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8. About a thousand years aﬁer the
encounter between Saul and David in the
cave, a young man wanders tlmfough
Galilee. He is actuaﬂy a carpenter on
trade, but he has given up his jo’o. Now,
accompanied on a few con—ﬁdan‘cs, he
goes around preaching. One of his
Sermons goes like this: "Be merciﬁd, just
as your Father is mevciful. And do not
judge, and you will not be judged. Do not
condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be

forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you."
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9. What Jesus says here is

some’ch'mg ike the moral basis
for David's be-havior. 1f you
are kind to others, others will
be kind to you. Those who are
mean, murderous like Saul,
can havo“y expect leniency or
kindness.
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10. This is David's shrength: he breaks
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wants to harm him, but he does not
react to it. He app[ies a new stan-dard:
instead of mirroring Saul's behavior, he

uses the standard on which he himse[f '\"{ e odlaesl (g5l ) camn OB3L Y Jgils

would like to be treated. He simply 4 gl o9 By ol b o))y Cags g &S

ignoves Saul's wickedness and behaves J jssls 55 j§ ool gl o)l éb
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Saul - completely overwhelmed by this Sl - s 36 L2 ) 5 Sl
kindness - thanks him: "The Lord repay b gl S 5,6 bl 4 ), 5 glus 1uS P
you for what you have done for me a3l 54 s Jfgf

today.’ !



1. For David and for Jesus, the reason for
treating other peop le with for—beamnce
and mercy lies with God. God himse[f S

gracious and merciful, so we humans
should behave in the same way. In "The
Lion King", the Ve—ference to God is

missing, but the message is the same: "I'm

not like you', says Simba to Scar. What he

means is: "l don't behave like you.1don't
want to lower myself to your level." Simba
recognizes some‘ching that we take for

gvanted today, but which used to be an
unheard—of idea:
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12. Tl"l&t EVery person - or every lion -

is worth the same, Vegavdless of what

’chey do. No human Ioeing should
judge another Just like that. That is
leﬁ to God: The Lord will be judge
between me and you, David
pmphesies to Saul. He recognizes a
kind of Velief in this: judging a
person does not have to be done by
another person - God does it.

P s Sl e b- et e ) 12
S Gpo )l G ) - pa
éb%vhb@aﬁ”@ﬁgb&\
J38T5 s 4 o oaS gl )y s K
Aplg o255 e o Lalis il sl
ANy ”‘{u" Qy} Jglis (8)y 39413 <24
&ﬂﬁuaﬁ“ s S g5 ),
’ﬁuﬁwjuﬁugwéuﬁ

28 oy 8




13. Havd[y anyone today is made to want
to (and be able to) kill their enemy.
Thank God times are diﬁferen’c ’coday.’
But the basic attitude that David
demonstrates is worth living on today.
Because it is not for any of us to oﬁend
our fe“ow human Ioeings. And living

toge’cher LS easler Lf everyone keeps to
what Jesus told his listeners back then:
Be mercifﬁl, Just as your Father is

mercfml.’

Amen!
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