4. Each of us has one Ioody with many
parts. And the parts do not all have the
same purpose.

5. So also we are many people. But in

Christ we are one Ioody. And each part of

the Ioody Ioelongs to all the other parts.

6. We all have gifts. T’aey d'gffer
accovding to the grace God has given to
each of us. Do you have the giﬁ of

prop hecy? Then use it according to the
fal’ch you have.




7. ]fyow giﬁ LS serving, then
serve. If it is teaching, then ( 6‘\‘-—\95 Lf‘a ‘\ﬂv\& r\ 7

teach. ’ f‘u &g M

8. Is it encouraging others? Then

encourage them. 1s it giving to ¢ jﬂ" ; ; r

others? Then give freely. Is it "y _,\if 9\ ,9 ; 0 }S‘
Ioe'mg a leader? Then work hard -

at (t. Is it show'mg mercy? Then + )9 ;w ﬁjsi ¢ 3\%‘0;\:9
do it cheeyfuﬂy




Sermon for 9 June 2024 Church
Council Inauguration

Dear congregation!

1. Today we have inaugwated the
new church council. Together with
the pastor, ’chey will lead our
Kreuzkirche congregation for the
next 6 years. The next 6 years will be
decisive years in many respects. Will
humanity use the limited time we
have leﬁ in the next few years to

ejffecﬂvely curb climate change?
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2. Will our church not only become
smaller, but will it also become a church
that walks new pa‘chs into a Iovight
futwre? Will our international
Kreuzkirche congregation continue on
ts exciting pa’th with a pastor’s position
and in its own Iouilding? What
convictions are timportant with Vegard to
our church and the world in which we
live? This is what 1 would like to talk
about today - n faith in God, the Father,
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
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3. God is real. Many people in Germany
talk about fears and worries about the
future. They don't even realize that God
exists and that He holds our lives and
our future in His hands more than
anything else. Every morning a new day
beg'ms fov each and every one of us and
with God 1 can go ’chrough the day until
] fau as[eep. Every morning the sun
rises, the birds chhqo, there is rain,
storm or good weather, the whole of
creation lives ﬁrom the power of the
Creator.
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4. Every day God rules the world, - Ay %\,j\ ! s{; ) J{é A4

people serve and help each other, AR SV
much good happens. But every day, in Sy yand MR O3y

a world of sinners, God also allows £ 9 J{ ng -3-5::.;\ Y % }.ﬁ\
difficult things to happen. He é\g 3 dao sl Ggas i e

Vesponds to our prayers, but Bl 4SS c U}A o oal sl

sometimes also says no to our wishes.

Some powerful people imagine that 7 . o Jza lole )Y 9)"-’
they are the masters of the world. They (}44 ol %U\ sl m:\ o\ jﬁ\

are wrong. Their Veign can quick[y - Wﬁ e o gg : J‘f‘“ J\ uic
come to an end and in the end they M s isle
. N f-\sj,lg,.) AL~ 1l o

stand Ioefore God's judgment




5. We humans are sinners; our lives
oﬁen revolve selﬁs h[y around ourselves.
This is not without consequences.
Climate change is the result of the
se[ﬁshness of wealthy countries. We
thought we owned the whole world and
the ﬁt‘twe. Now we will all have to bear
the consequences of these sins. But above
all, God is merciﬁtl. He gives us the
chance to repent, he lps us desp Lte
everything and loves us without end.
God is real and He sends us Jesus, His
Son.
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6. Jesus makes the dﬁerence. Many
of us are here because of Jesus.
Because you, as peop le who have Just
become Christians, could not stay n
your country, you came here. Stimp ly
Ioelieving in God somehow does not
make the soul calm and does not give
peace to our hearts. Jesus shows us

the way to the merciful Father and

Jesus Himself is the way on which we
can ﬁnd security and eternal l'gce.
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7 Only Wit'/l]esus can we as sinners J\.;B ) illasS L& @w - s .7
receive salvation. We walk with Him 'é\.& L} o jl JE Ans j“'“’ ua\)_;

through death to new, indestructible f . Lﬁ‘“ NP g 2l 9L PR awe
['gce. With Him, noth'mg and no one

can break us ﬁragile human Ioeings. QY\ o \UA * 0 é »
By His hand, we walk ’chrough God's JL‘ oA ‘\"""48 | Lo u‘ g’c )M’
Jjudgment to eternal life. With Jesus, Camde A\:u\:y o\..;- L} | & j».s

we experience inner freedom and a N S _‘\S | 4, J_;

security that no one can take away

from us. With Jesus, we have started Cale \'w R Q\ o €
a new, better life. Jwﬂ o o °\~:.-> Rt N




8. Jesus makes the d'gﬁfevence. L}’a‘ Sali®) 'éjw [ @*‘“’ .8
Anyone who prays in the name of 2 B jﬂ\ J& c\s’\jl,a @j : @w g"“\’
Jesus will have their prayer el Lo syod) e o u\c‘y\
forwavded to the very top. Several of - i
&ic Ay )45 ol bacly LI

us have experienced ex’craordinary

heal'mgs and help in this way. but - J‘\’-‘ @*‘“ s uﬁﬁu &y
those who believe in Jesus can also \'tr g &J fw g ;i Loie \,,q\ JJ

deal with tough days. He or she o5 e Lo .
recetves some of]esus’ inexhaustible @MA > L’LL) 5

strength and looks upwards with ~ f§ * d A e sl éb"ﬁ iz Y @5\
hope despite all the problems. J{ Ll J{




9. In the Jesus film that we watch here in
the Kreuzkirche every month, we see that
when Jesus, a human being like us and
God who loves us, meets people,
something changes in their lives. 1t
makes them Veﬂect and gives their lives a

new foundation. They look at their erow

human beings with new eyes. Proud
peop le become humble. Peop le no [onger
use their gifts for their own beneﬁ‘c, but
put them at the service of Jesus for other

peop(e. All of this also app[ies to us.

S L b jes oamlad gl @wrx«ﬁ@9
@m&xuw vﬂsgjcwk,al\mgf
(Ul g sl by Wis a2 o,
ay . ol Vya sl 3o o i
e Lol L’L)‘”JULS‘“V@L*;
L)ﬁ"”j"‘“d u”mr uj)aﬂmr

b dlge o uﬁjﬁ‘{l -y ey
cduold| Noi.al m.a\j» Oy ey il

Laille gly s K




10. Jesus makes the diﬁference. God is
real. The Ho [y Spirit welds us ‘cogether to
fovm the church, as Detlev Ellmers wrote
in his hymn of fai’ch. Our church is made
up of many individuals with their own
minds. 1t is made up of many diﬁferent

groups: Germans who live in the
traditions of the Previous Kreuzkirche.
lranians and Afghans, some of whom
are cuwen‘dy becoming Christians and
many of whom are [eam'mg to remain
Christians.
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1. Syrian-Arab Christians whose [ -l 59 sl o jdl M\ 11
faith has deepened as a result of @“ Sl M e WM e

the changes of the last 10 years. .i:,bl\ r"‘*j\ C’\B*"'J\ 3 i
Kurdish peop le who want to get a "

taste of the Christian faith and Lf““i L oledl el ol AL{Y\

learn more about it. Ukrainian Ll e '\?JL\ Z\éﬂ d“' 09 13
women for whom their familiar Al g -5 S LIS
faith pvowdjs support in dgﬁftclult ‘};}fj PN Q\gﬁ‘y\ g £ B{IERAL

times. A ) <
imes. Ana many more people Sl e s olssl e
el S ) (55

om other countries belong to the

Kreuzkirche.



12. We are all united by our faith in A e e 212
Jesus, our Christian fa'tth in God that @M O OJ s

transcends all cultural boundaries. e M\’ u’“"“‘\' oled!
Recognizing and living this is not J‘“d gw‘*s > sl o) LAk
always easy, but it is very enriching Jeas &5“’ &SJ B (Gla M fy\?
and beautiful. A hymn verse says of M | e e A5y & AEERPAA

the church: “It lives because it

believes.” (EG 123,6) Yes, that is what ‘V”EG 123.6) "0 LY L Ll
defines us as a church and SEPRSCY 64 9 S8 32 Lo 1

congregation and that alone makes oYl 5 Fom "oy J\ A 5;\ Llast
us strong: that we trust Jesus and the

ol \
Father in the Ho ly Spirit. - CJ)




13. Peop le who are leaming German
as VeﬁAgees or who need help
without seeing themselves as
Christians are also part of the

Kreuzkirche community. We also
include Germans who support our
congregation ﬁnancia“y but on[y
attend church on special occaslons.
And many more: committed
volunteers, Eastern Europeans who

ﬁnd he [}0 and praycr here.
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14. “The Holy Spirit welds us
together as a church.” Who are
we as the Kreuzkirche? A
community of solidari’cy. A

community of solidavi’cy n

turbulent times. A community of
solidarity In stormy times that

orients itself towards Jesus, its

young and powevful captain ﬁdl
of devotion, and holds on to Him.




15. The Kreuzkirche will sail with
Jesus through rain and sun, stormy
times and calm seas in the years to
come. The Kreuzkirche is carried on
its captain Jesus in love and we too
want to treat each other with respect
and chavi‘cy. Sometimes the prolo[ems
seem too Ioig for us - and yet we are
helped and we stick together. The
Kreuzkirche wants to be a home to
many and believes in the one who is
our true home, Jesus.
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16. The Kreuzkirche has a new

church council. Six years lie ahead of _,\,,\;’ L((.a f"‘“ ) | g e Leolel

us, during which many important J& 0\ u; ol ) jo}j u*° Sl
decisions will be made. We enter the ) el MK

time ahead of us with clear A

convictions: God is Vea[.]esus makes 72 ) %) ) t@ @w Ljd'*ﬂ-"
the difference. The Spirit welds us é\a., u_; SR\ ¢ Kz, Lﬁm

’coge’cher as a church. So we look to L (T S
the ﬁA‘cwe with great hope and A S 4.&)5 7 J'O e /m’ﬁ '

desire: in faith in God, the Father, [ ° o) CJJS\J Ca’, SPLPUIRIN
Jesus and the Ho ly Spirit. Amen! : Cf}::\
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