1. The tax collectors and
sinners were all gathering
around to hear Jesus.

2. But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law were

whispering among
themselves. They said, ¢This
man welcomes sinners and
eats with them.’

3. Then Jesus told them a
story.




11. Jesus continued, ‘There was
a man who had two sons.

12. The younger son spoke to his
father. He said, “Father, give me
my share of the family
property.” So the father divided

his property between his two
sons.

13. *Not long after that, the
younger son packed up all he
had. Then he left for a country
far away. There he wasted his
money on wild living.




14. He spent everything he had.
Then the whole country ran low
on food. So the son didn’t have

what he needed.

15. He went to work for someone
who lived In that country. That

person sent the son to the fields
to feed the pigs.

16. The son wanted to fill his
stomach with the food the pigs
were eating. But no one gave
him anything.




17. ‘Then he began to think
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20. So he got up and went to his father.
‘While the son was still a long way off, his
father saw him. He was filled with tender
love for his son. He ran to him. He threw

his arms around him and kissed him.
21. ‘The son said to him, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and against you. |
am no longer fit to be called your son.”

22 ‘But the father said to his servants,
“Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals

on his feet.

23. Bring the fattest calf and kill it. Let’s
have a feast and celebrate.

24. This son of mine was dead. And now
he is alive again. He was lost. And now he
Is found.” So they began to celebrate.
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25. ‘The elder son was In the field.
When he came near the house, he
heard music and dancing.

26. So he called one of the
servants. He asked him what was
going on.

27. “Your brother has come
home,” the servant replied. “Your
father has killed the fattest calf.
He has done this because your

brother Is back safe and sound.”

28. ‘The older brother became
angry. He refused to go in. So his
father went out and begged him.
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29. But he answered his father, “Look!
All these years I’ve worked like a slave
for you. | have always obeyed your
orders. You never gave me even a young
goat so | could celebrate with my

friends.

30. But this son of yours wasted your
money with some prostitutes. Now he
comes home. And for him you kill the

fattest calf!”

31. ¢ “My son”, the father said, “you are
always with me. Everything | have is
yours.

32. But we had to celebrate and be glad.
This brother of yours was dead. And
now he is alive again. He was lost. And
now he is found.”’
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Sermon Lector Anette Weber 16 June 2024

Luke 15, 11 - 32
Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven

1. I will talk to other Christians about this
parable, the symbolic story of the father
and his two sons. Sidra will speak the
contributions of these Christians. One
woman says: “l can understand the older

brother. It was the same with us in the past.

My brother enjoyed life and didn't worry
about his future. My parents always
supported him.

I, on the other hand, had to do everything
on my own. | was ambiti-ous and always
studied a lot to do well at school. | received
less at-tention than my brother.

2024 435 16 jy Cuil s ol Ales 1

oo gy NV daal) el s e oy 3T o - o]
Vo Slalaws o Bl G adely I
2 M S 2Tl o e el i o)
Yy ol pit 21 068 e b By lall s 6
B aleny M)y o8 diiae Hlay G

(538 5 ob S il J\L}c O (51 Al e (BT L

soled o Jgad Je oy J‘.ﬁ\ Gly Cadasy B gulo o5
o 8 sl e s Al 350




2. A man says:

In my opinion, the younger son Is
clearly favored in this story.

First he gets his entire inheritance.
When he has squandered his enti-re
Inheritance and is at the end of his
tether, he returns home. The father
Immediately has a calf slaughtered for
him and gives the y-ounger son some
of the older son's inheritance.

The younger son now lives on the farm
again, not as a servant but as a son
and thus benefits from the older son's
Inheritance.

| find the father in this parable quite
unjust.
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3. Another woman says:

| find the younger son calculating.

Maybe he was already thinking
when he left: “If | don't have any
more money, | can come back to

my father anyway.”

When he has nothing left to eat,

he thinks of his father's workers,
who never go hungry. In this
situation, he has no choice but to
confess his guilt to his father.
Perhaps he hopes to be
recognized as a son again after
all.
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4.1s the younger son really
calculating?

When you are at the bottom and your
own survival Is in question, don't you
have to think carefully and weigh up:
“What other options are there now?”

Didn't you also have to think before
you left your home country?

What are the advantages and
disadvantages of staying in your
home country? What opportunities
and dangers are associated with
fleeing?

Will it be better in the new country
than in your old one?
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5.1s the younger son really to be
seen In such a negative light?

In this parable, Jesus uses the
younger son to refer to the tax
collec-tors and sinners in Israel

who have turned away from

God and His law.
Jesus says to them: “Repent!

Your heavenly Father will
welcome you with open arms.
He is full of mercy."
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6.Jesus wanted us to perceive the
father in this parable as unjust.

Jesus breaks through our
thinking and perception of
justice.

God does not judge us humans
according to our good behavior,
but God is full of overflowing
mercy for the one who has
messed up and returns!

God 1s even more merciful than
a human father could ever be!
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7.An International Christian
says:

| felt similar to the younger
son:

| didn't just long for a better
life In my home country. | also

longed for a merciful God.

| felt unfree and under
pressure - both with the
political dictatorship and with
a merciless God who wanted to
send me to hell.




8.50 | left my home country in
the hope of a better life In
Europe.

At the same time, | began to
believe In the merciful God that
Jesus talks about.

Over the years, | then
experienced what Jesus says In
this parable:

God, my Father, runs to meet
me, a lost child. God takes me In
His arms and puts the ring of
childhood on my finger.
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9.An elderly woman says:

Yes, we can compare the
International Christians of the
Kreuzkirche with the prodigal sons
and daughters who come home.

In terms of the parable, | find

myself in the older brother.

| have belonged to the Kreuzkirche
for a long time.

When the international Christians
came to our church, they were
placed at the center like the
younger son.
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10.We older people, who had always
been here, were no longer so im-
portant. Everything revolved
around the international Christians.

Only those who are new are noticed.

| would like to see us older people
who have been part of the church
for a long time and the older sons
and daughters of God in general
being seen and respected more.

(MUSIC - “Mercy has been shown
to me”)
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11.We have now heard many opinions
about the older and younger son in the
parable.

But what happens now with the younger
son?

The great feast of the return has been
celebrated and the younger son has been
reinstated in the position of son.

What will his life be like in a few years'
time?

| Imagine the younger son telling the
story.

What he tells is perhaps a parable for us,

who have also been living in faith in the
merciful God for some time.
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12.1n the beginning it wasn't easy with my
brother. He was always tea-sing me and

reproaching me for my previous way of life.

It wasn't easy for me to stay calm and not
attack my brother with harsh words.

| thought about it in situations like that:

My father has forgiven me and he loves me
even with my problema-tic past.

So | remained patient and friendly towards
him and kept telling him:

“l am very grateful to you for allowing me
to live and work with you on our father's
farm.”

Over time, our relationship got better and
better. By now, my brother has probably
forgiven me too.
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13.A few years after returning home to

my father's farm, | became very ill and

for the second time in my life | was very
close to death.

Once | had a high fever and thought | was
going to die.

But then | saw the situation before me
again, how I came home smelling of pigs
and with torn trousers and my father ran

towards me and hugged me.

That's when | realized:

This love, as | experienced it from my
father, from God, never ends, not even
with death!

After a while, | got well again.
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14.0Once a worker, with whom there were
always problems, made a big mistake.
Five sheep didn't survive. Now It was
really time to let him go.

His wife came to me and asked me:
“Please give my husband a se-cond
chance. He makes mistakes, but he's a
good person.™

| thought of my own story of being at the
bottom and experiencing mercy from
God.

| didn't dismiss the man. Today he is one
of my best workers.

When | had my inheritance paid out

many years ago, | was a single person who

liked to party and spend money without
thinking too much.
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15.Today | am jointly responsible for our e oo e 5 S Lis 1o - s o bl 20115
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"There Is another dad who is the best dad el
for all of us - our father in heaven.
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