Psalm 107

1. Give thanks to the LORD, because he is
good. His fai‘chﬁd love continues for

ever.

2. Let those who have been set ﬁfee ’oy the

LORD tell their story. He set them ﬁfee
ﬁfom the power of the enemy.

3. He brought them back from other
lands. He Imfought them back ﬁrom east
and west, ﬁfom north and south.




23. Some peop le sailed out on the ocean in
ships. They traded goods on the mighty 3}& \'J UJ Lg J"I L; QﬁSJ
waters.

24. They saw the works of the LORD. They
saw the wondevﬁd deeds he did on the

ocean. 25. He spoke and stirred up a storm.

It liﬁed the waves high.
26. They rose up to the heavens. Then they

went down deep into the ocean. In that kind 5 & o \&c/}f
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of danger the peop le’s boldness melted

away. ¢ d S.AS J.w ch 5 ,\.35:5,.27
27. They were unsteady like people who have . //M. ..g , g% 3
become drunk. They didn’t know what to do. ad




28. Then they cried out to the LORD because of
their prololems. And he Iorough‘c them out of
their troubles.

29. He made the storm as quiet as a whisper. The
waves of the ocean calmed down.

30. The people were glad when the ocean became
calm. Then he guided them to the harbour they

were loo king for.

31. Let them give thanks to the LORD for his
faithful love. Let them give thanks for the
wonderful things he does for people.

32. Let them honour him among his people who

gather fov worslaip. Let them praise him in the

meeting of the elders.
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35. When evening came, Jesus said to

his disciples, ‘Let’s go over to the other
side of the lake.

36. They left the crowd behind. And

‘chey took him along in a boat, Just as he

was. There were also other boats with
him.

37. A wild storm came up. Waves
crashed over the boat. It was about to
sink.
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38. Jesus was in the back, sleeping on a
cushion. The discip les woke him up. They
said, ‘Teacher! Don’t you care Lf we

drown?’

39. He got up and ordered the wind to stop.

He said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!” Then
the wind died down. And it was comp lete [y
calm.

40. He said to his disc'qoles, ‘Why are you so
afraid? Don’t you have any faith at all yet?’

4. They were terrified. They asked each

other, Who is this? Even the wind and the
waves obey him!’
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Sermon by Pastor Uwe Baumhauer T nf LA s el a
on the Seafarers® Sunday 15 Aadlddl oe Jglgas g9l il adac

September 2024 in the Kreuzkirche [ ¢ 2024 i 135 aaY) wﬂwﬁl‘
Bremerhaven R pas e (walal) culall Aunis

1. When Christopher Columbus set J ;}} o g0 § o j J.;\ Leoes .1

sail for the ﬁrst time in 1492 with s s S i 1492 f\c 55

his three sh'qos in search of a u§
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western sea route to India, no one . A
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Spain. Y




2. The risk of such a voyage must | 8 4> )l oda Jio Jos o1y ¥ .2
have been clear to every sailor o Wl b ams £z KT 122
o signed on here. Wheth e 2
who signed on here. Whether . .
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there would be a reunion with v . T
home and family was completely Lk S50 e ol OK’\” Al

written in the stars, as ’chey say. L 12 ) 928 uq_a , JJ.\ J |92 S
After all, nine of the 25 ships on (

Colum’ous’fouv voyages were [OSt

N Just 12 years. That is a loss rate

of 36%.




3. If we transfer this to today: |
don't know where we would stil

be prepaved to accept such a
high risk for peop le and
material today. Compaved to
Columbus' time, but also
compared to other countries in
the world, we have enormous ly

high safety standards.
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4. And we have become so
accustomed to these Iaigh
standards that it not only causes
horror, but even dowmright
outrage, when somethmg bad

happens desp Lte everything. The
fac‘c that somet’ning could
happen IS sometimes perceived

as much worse than the event




5. The experience that some’ching bad
has happened goes hand in hand with a
feeling of loss of control. We have the
fee['mg that something could happen
because we have lost control of it. The
higher our safe‘cy standards are, the
greater the imposttion of having to
experience that we are not in control of
('gfe and death at the end of the day. This
S difﬁcul‘c to bear in a soclety in which

the most important and desirable good

is to be in control of your life.
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6. It'sno longer about wealth or social
status. 1t's about whether you have your
life under control. Or even better: 1t's
about show ing others that you have your
l'gCe under control. ]fyou can do that,
then you've made it - that's the great
promise of our time. That's why we are
SO deep ly ouhfaged when we are robbed
of this illusion. And this is also where we
are most vulnerable: when we are robbed

of our illusion that we have every’ching

under control.
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7. The need for securtty is a
deep [y human need. We cannot
live constanﬂy on guard and

always on the alert. 1t makes us
ill. But it is deﬁnitely worth

thinking about how much

control we actua“y need in order
to feel safe. And above all, how
much control is ac‘cua”y possi/o le
in real terms.
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8. We are liv'mg in a time that many peop le

experience as very uncertain and s j& | WA 0 G o “35 8
confusing. There is the tense geopolitical tﬁ 53 JELCEPRYEL &fj 53” & «b u“u
s@atton fo“owmg Russwl s attack on ub S JJ . jz@_S Jay g ﬁ*L d‘“\‘“’“ }“;

Ukraine and the war in Gaza and around L)
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Israel. This is accompamed on mﬂa’aon,

rising prices and the consequences of \’*“y t\‘-’ r"‘“‘s A3 w\"a’ﬁ

climate change. 'm already asking myself” § |, geni)e dwg_, JLt G CL_\, BEVRES| IS

what kind of world my children will live in
when I'm no longer around one day. The Lois &ma 4 e d'd Vl @ e

bird of Worry sometimes circles above my 59 dm )J“\’ \’\"’ Hla u; Y

head. From time to time, it calls me out of L9 d;sb fﬁ L}«.L N - d‘“ 5
my sleep.




9. When someone comes a[ong and R 35 5 L daﬁu o\ \5l 9
promises me more security, more

By gl o ey <ol

c[arity and more transparent life

contexts, tt ts of course tempting. And u{J LS Cu\‘ SVL “’“‘9\"’“ J‘g ‘““L’

the greater my fear, the easier it is for t\ N Cﬁ- Ao & j«f\ oS I 35> 3
me to fall for all kinds of slogans from o j»{ 3 el e et

market criers. It oﬁen doesn't seem so i :
easy to dist'mguish between what is e I JM'A | M\ P 9 : ‘d\’?m
actua”y Vigh’c and what is wrong. The ) ji Lo U\C s 92 Ls 9 L.)\y@ F
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10. However, there is one point of | susy a0 o 2llia ng .10
Veference that must always be ~~, '!SL ol L3 (%5 B ji J\ P

pammount for us as Christians.

And this is formulated in the )L.,.J ch@ Lo Vi uw“{ A
current motto for the year from 4\SL,u JU L}\L S j..J

the letter to the Corinthians, in .c\c\.ér UA PYRP R URGSVESIPRVIN 5

which Paul calls on the church: 1) » foms & j\am L J{ Q@“
“Let everything you do be done in

love”. (1 Corinthians 16:14) (14 116 JJ{




1. With all the measures that are currently § L ()\)c}\ ~ ‘_5'15\ ﬁ\ﬁ\ VK Jb 311
being proclaimed as a panacea on all sl "\j EYe L&\; A
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what is Ioeing demanded or done

humane?” Who are the victims of this or S sl ;\ Jaall L Ll 'S Lﬁ\"’“’l I i

that action? Are the attitude and the image L .
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compassionate? Or is this a case of lashing

out at people who were simp[y in the wrong ;\ Ll o3 )\ 3 g | 0@.\ 3 AL\wa \j;K

place at the wrong time or who had the REN eyt 3 L r@ﬂ\& é 3
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12. No matter how great my own
concern may be, we must always ask
ourselves: “Is what we are doing and

supporting people? Does it
recognize people’s needs? 1s it in line
with human Vigh‘cs? Or are we
making others pay with their lives
out of sheer concern about having to
give others a share of our

prosperity?”
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13. It is important to me to say
that we should not be
tempted, driven on our own
concern or feav, to behave
inhumane ly and m‘clnlessly
towards other peop le in the

alse ’nope that this will reduce

ovurfe ar.
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14. As a society, we need toﬁnd a (\"“ A b us o) A3 \.Jc .14
way of learning to deal with the phay )0 Al - ola) LM e

feeling of Insecurtty togethev. 20 Ui Lo el ool
Pevhaps simply to bear this feeﬁng JM J'w Y UWS

together. We do this in the well- ‘“555 J’“ uk‘ A J"“” u‘ 9

founded hope that, ﬁvs’dy, we are ¢ JAY BV Lg Lo 9 Lo L cY j

not alone in this and, secondly, that Ry “ gn Jj:y o J l\)
things will get better with God's

he[p. This is a central component of J'Ay Jﬂ'; S S L 9/’}
Christian experience and hope. M\




15. What promises were made to
Christopher Columbus' crew back
then? Why were peop le prepared to
take such a high risk? What hope
sustained them? With what

conﬁdence were ’chey able to endure

storms, hunger, fear and
uncertainty? A good portion of
trust in God will certainly have
been involved.
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16. However, and I\ 2, HU\R 23 .16
unfo@tf.l‘cely 'L’S[ his tohb: said f |, - &u\ | i L3 Il O‘\ s
in this context, wha ) 3
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of all kinds, which Iorought LT -
death and destruction to the um g)} 2 uﬁl’ W\’
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W do better than that today. .5 T R
17. We can do better than that today fj.:s\dﬁw\@vmd’“d\\*&wl7

Because we have experienced that trust _ ) .
grows out of loving care for other people. d‘u 3. Vb el ¢ e ol b s LY
It doesn't matter where these peop le come L)

from or what Veligion they are. A
community that strengthens each other
and is prepared to recognize the value and
dignity of every person is able to develop Jred w J’Ay & J& J 3\3 day J{
hope. Because it experiences that love and

ﬁriendsh'qo grow among peop le. And that
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is what we as Christians are given thetask | of Q\paj M \eYy Q
of do ing. To ensure that love grows among CJ‘;\ . wu\ s v;_\

peop[e. Amen!




Intercession, Sunday of the Seafaring 2024 Jsil 15 aal) sy g s laid)
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1. Lord, our God, we pray for all sailors who C" Jel s gl o L
are far from their families and homelands o5 e ) Lol (3 pla

on the world's oceans. Give them shrength V“f\'& G . Au yj v@_,w\ W\L sl o \le

and happ iness in their everyday lives
’ LI vl ‘
patience and conﬁdence n d'gﬁcicult days, 4’“”’48 £ L3 Acs jj

peo]ole who listen and accompany them in <3 Wﬁ‘c 3 (’VSS; dﬁ""“ﬁ? uz uﬁ \’“‘yﬁ
times of loneliness. Accompany them with | 5+ (.@aa}\j S 5 wid )y ool B A

your blessing and protect them from all & g

evil.

Lovd, we pray for you, hear us.



2. Lord our God, we pray for the families u“j@\f Jerl ye L}@ ) N 2
of seafarers who are often separa‘ced m‘f\»o\ Sals j\»au L \5:3\5 JV\S\ 5 J\-'>=¢3\
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time. Partners ﬁfom their partnevs . . - . .
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children from their fathevs or mothers. ¢ J D

Give them courage, shfength and PRI j'\'“"“’“'“ (v-r’b. "\"*‘S\j o jﬂ-\\j 49\-%»3\

confidence to endure the long months el up\_%,f})\ O xs skl Jlaiy!

of separation and to see the peop[e they R ST
love again safely. Strengthen their 3 TP G R Ol e

community tn times of ,onging. @3"“5 | C”\‘BJ\
Lord, we pray for you, hear us. Lo J\ G,\SLA () L
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3.

all

Lord, ‘[oday we remember

the sailors who lost their

lives at sea. Be with them.

Receive them in your eternal

love, and give their families

comfort and hope in their

grief.

Lord, we ask you to hear us.




4. Lord, we ask you for all the

peop le W’/lO Oﬁﬂ/’ encouvagement,

security and support to seeyfarevs
far ﬁrom home in the sailors'
missions and social institutions
around the world. Bless their
work and all those who are
involved in these services.

LOVOL we ask you, heav Us.
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5. Lord our God, we ask you for
peace on the seas.Protect sailors
ﬁrom the dangers of
conﬂic‘cs,na’cwal disasters and

accidents. Help them to be able
to peﬁovm their Important

service to the world in safe’cy and

in the community of all peop le.

LOVO[, we ask you, Ineav Uus.




6. Lord our God, we ask you for
peace (n our world. Give your Ho ly
Spirit so that the parties to the
conﬂict ﬁnd ways to stop ki“ing
each other. Shfeng’chen hope,

imag'maﬁon and mercy among us

humans so that one day this world
will prove itse lf worthy of your
eternal peace.

Lovd, we ask you to hear us
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