Report on Syria for 17
November 2024 by Kaby

1. 1would like to Iorieﬂy discuss the current
situation in Syria, which 1 personaﬂy
experienced nine years eycter leaving Syria and
having lived in Germany and which, to be
honest, swrpvised me very much. The
economic situation in Syria is very bad. 1 will
share a short story that happened to me when
my family and 1 visited Syria this summer fov
the ﬁvst time aﬂer nine years. This story can
express the situation.
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2. 1 went with my fa‘ther to collect his
pension ﬁrom the city. Aﬁer he received
the money, we went to the gas station to
ﬁU up the car. When we went to pay for
the ﬁtel, ] was swrpvised: the price of the

ﬁtel was exac’dy the same as my fa’cher’s
entire monthly pension. Now you can
imagine how a person can live in this
situation when the price of 25 liters of
ﬁtel S equa[ to the value of a monthly
retirement salary.
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3. This raises the question of how
people live there! We can say that
70% earn their living by having a
family member liv ing in Europe and

sending them help. 15% earn their
living from agvicu[mre and private
work and 15% from church aid. n

the end, we can only pray for the

peop le there and hope that the

situation will Improve.
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Report on Angola for 17 17/11/24 Y g}y &
November 2024 by Matondo (sisile)

1. Ango[a lies on the coast of south-west e -
Aﬁrica and suffered as a socialist country ‘L"%g R s J&L“ J& yﬁ” | - 1

for 27 to 28 years. Aﬁer the peace A 28 4127 30l “'{ o :\335 Zile 3,

agreement, the country became a 9\ 93 J\J.J ¢ f\)*“j @\.a.: SETp
democracy, but this democvacy only J.w N AL J_u .«\3 i ﬂ ) J_u 5

ﬁmcﬁons in name. The country is in a Ly s UL L
critical situation where nothing works C A N e . N

properly because corruption is J{ 3 2575 Ll ) @& Koy Jos
everywhere. Lo




2. An example of this is the Lwy\ BE ukp Ao Y| | iyog .2
lack of basic sanitation in I s J«J | lens Al
hosp itals, residential areas
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and on the streets. In the rainy

season, many houses are  las¥l (‘“ 5o s @}“‘3
under water and the floods \:\{? s u” ol oLl jess

sometimes even wash away § _ (’“‘L\ o sl u\,\_@&S 3,4
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depvessing pvo]olems.




3. The country suffers from
chronic diseases such as malaria,
also known as “paludism”, and
‘cyp’no id. The cap ital is V'Lfe with

corruption, which even aﬁﬂects

pu’o[ic transportation - no’ching

works without bribes, even in
Important places such as
laosp itals, POrLs, alrports and

govemment agenc Les.



4. This has left the country in
deep trouble, which has led to
a high crime rate because

poverty (s so high. Our

government does not care
enough and the majority of
the populaﬁon suﬁers ﬁfom
these conditions. This is the

Veali’cy of the country.
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Report on Afghanistan for 17 P““ 17/11/24 liadlad) o 40
November 2024 by Mohammad uk' lasa

Ali

1. After six years in Germany, 1 was S <\-’m 2 O g Sy 1
ﬁnaﬂy able to get my residence permit. J;\ é Py t . S uk“ J 1| e

At the ﬁrs’c opportunity, | traveled to see
my family and met my mother in lran. | @,\3 d‘M‘ “"3) — Js\*“ Ao Js

wish this moment for everyone who lives | = (y Jﬁ ol oi @’C OV
far away ﬁrom their families. When 1 e @ 3 ! B s Il ooee A\l u‘

asked my mother about the situation in ) 3 e "
Afghanistan, the furst thing she said was: 4B Lo C)K ¢ 0yasd 3] S e 5)




9. “que SC'/[OO[S are C[Osed, and your OJJ\.Q L/L& % ‘—UA\’.A wJ\V\L\CC )

sister can't go to school anymore.

She’s been at home for over two 3 ZiE ‘\“J“\L Jl ol e

years.” That was very painful for me. it j,o > 8, ¢ uu\c e j{ Y il
She went on to say that women in L y AL\.a 204 . & el 1

Afghanistan can hardly go out on s =
the street anymore. They have to be Cj} KQL A &i u\'ﬁ

accompanied on aman and are on(y u%”\J u\ V“J u '\’“ @J""‘S
allowed to go out veiled, otherwise § . Ol Y }!9 7 J_L u@,\ 9% }! ¢ e g

the Taliban threaten to punish -
them P 'O\':m" P Ngas uﬁ.\j‘*" Y\;




3. There are also havdly any female
s‘caﬁ leﬂ In hosp itals, especiaﬂy In
obstetrics. Women who used to work
In various ﬁe lds are now unemp loyed
and poor. Women who have worked
for German organizations and NATO
are sevevely persecuted and some of
them are tortured on the Taliban.
More than 4 million girls can't go to
school and many teachers have lost

their jobs.
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4. Afghanistan has become a prison
for women and all social, cultural
and poliﬁcal Vigla‘cs have been taken
away ﬁrom them. This situation
means a dark ﬁttwe for women and
the country. | hope that no country
in the world will have to experience

such suﬁfeving and that the women

of Afghanistan will one day regain
their Vigh‘cs.




Report on Ukraine for 17 - o e
November 2024 by Liliya o) 92 17/11/24 W1 S5l &0

Ll
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1. 22 Febmary 2022 became a twning pomnt fov
all Ukrainians, the beginning of a new life, but tg’ Adlly JoF dlad 2022 4150 22 r 7o) 1
also the beginning of suffering, grief and death. § bl &4 L) &S g byder Bl &l cuujj

But in the east of our Ukraine, in the Luhansk AR n cbjj PR ﬂ; skly o3,

and Donetsk regions, this horror began back in

2014 lc T (adiang Sila
2014, when hundreds of thousands of Sk hacebie o ﬂu 9
Ukrainians joined the ranks of the Ukrainian Sl o J) )55 o SNNO r@
Armed Forces and Territorial Defense to mrjb bl dlord utb l Z"\“SJ ‘“’jj

defend their country, as well as their children, 2 oLy o o5, (,LML\ L ﬂ g ¢ NL 3 A;,\.é-
wives, fathers and loved ones, at the call of their o z\g '\3

hearts.




2. Among my re latives, friends,
ne ighlaors and acquaintances there
are those who could not escape (n
time and lived under the occupation
fov more than a year. More than 14

million Ukrainians have ﬂed abroad,

main[y to save their children and
save their lives. Ukrainians are
deep [y gva’ceﬁtl to European
countries and not on[y European
countries.
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3. We are particularly grateful to Germany
for pvoviding us, our children and our
relatives with protection. ]nﬁas‘cmche,
Ukrainian houses, apartments, schools,

kindergartens, hospitals, educational

institutions, the Ukrainian energy system -

all of this is cons’canﬂy exposed to missile
attacks. The Lord created the earth and all

that is on it, gave life to humankind and
commanded us and all ﬁt’cmfe generations

to live accord'mg to His will, with love in
our hearts, o’oeying the commandments of

God.
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4. For whoever has God in their u~“° ywéé& {w O}) A

heart will never wage war against | ;
another person or another country. § - ' ‘Jb )~
How many children have died? How

many have lost their parents and CJ‘” | e ? S \,QL: j - ’d

,OQCOW'LQ OY]O’/I&VLS? How many

defenders of the Ukrainian armed UJ Al MJ(J 939'8 | 07
fovces will never retuin to their ;U 3 VA\-OL 9 3L & ! \335&

relatives, children, paren’cs? They . L, 3\3 é ) jw S f ) j.:\

will forever remain in our hearts as
f i

hero es.




5.1am a simple Ukrainian mother, like
many hundreds of thousands in
Ukraine and in the countries where wars
are raging. We all pray that the Lord will
save our children, grandchildren,
parents, sons, daughters and all the

peop le of Ukraine ﬁfom this disaster that

this war Iorings. The entire Ukrainian

peop le, our children and grandchildven

also want to have a ﬁttvwe In peace,
tranquili’ty and in their homeland. We
simp [y want to live.
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Sermon for 17 November 2024 on
Micah 4, 1-4.5,1.4a, International
Memorial Day

Dear congvegaﬁon.’

1. “At the end of days it will happen: the mountain
with the house of the LORD will stand ﬁrm as a
rock. 1t is the highes‘c mountain and towers above
all the hills.” (Micah 41a-c) The furst Jewish

temple was built on mount Zion in Jerusalem by

King Solomon and later the second temp le, which

was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. The
Wa'ding Wall today is a remnant of this temp le.
Later, the 1slamic Dome of the Rock and the Al-
Agsa Mosque were built here, which still stand
today.
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2. Mount Zion with the Temple Mount is N
5 \ . et x| 2
highly disputed between]ews and 2 9@ S PRSP g Alas B

Muslims and has Vepeated[y been the G ‘U“L“L\ﬁ S5 O J:{ s dl Jaedl

scene of acts of violence. Zion is thus a 0SS Ox? all JleY )ﬁl@ s
symbol of the Israeli-Arab conflict today. JgY,. . 5| L}.j\j‘,%}]\ 3 ) t\j@\j

Israel is still under attack ﬁfom Hamas % 4&\ il u“\:’ s u\} doj.j Jﬁ\

and Hezbollah. Most of the hostages
kidnapped on Hamas have still not been \'QJS wa Cfu &\)L f°
freed. With its military power, Israel has ““’Jg"“’j \b“ﬂ Jais ol M‘“L“’
regained dominance in the region, but \.V.Q g ¢ L}c w J.a u.}\.a.u.u
has also killed tens of thousands of

Palestinians.




3. The situation in Israel and
Palestine leaves many of Uus
perplexed. We want Jews to live
safely in 1srael, but we also do not
want so many Palestinians to suﬁcer
and die as a result of Israeli mili‘cary
po[icy. Mount Zion, as the mountain
of God, gives us a fa'm’c hope. ]fwe
humans are at a loss in this conﬂict,
God certa'mly has a solution and will
realize it in His time.
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4. “Many nations are setting out, saying,
Let us go up to the mountain of the Lovd,
to the house where the God of Jacob
dwells!” (Micah 4:2ab) This migration of
peop les to Mount Zion announced here
reminds me of another migration of
peop les in the present. Hundreds of
thousands are ﬂeeing ﬁrom war and crisis
zones around the world, e.g. Syria,
Afghanistan and parts of Aﬁrica, to
Germany, for examp le. Here they hope fov
safe‘cy, freedom and a good deve[opmen’c

for themselves and their fami[ies.
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5. Unfortunate ly, an anti-immigrant .
mood has now developed in || 22 g of sl e 5
Germany, but also in other parts of \-@\ Qﬂj ‘\::"m L3 QY\ L 03 U’J"w
Europe and the world. People want | W6 . %\.A\j boysl oo 55 sli 3
to seal off their own country from ‘;, ke ke Yl s 3N 5 Gedix

foreigners, even though Germany, e Lol B sy & s 3 2gll %

fOV cxamp le ) urgenﬂy 1/1660[8

immigration. We lament this anti- D Ll Mé{ WE U9 JU.\ J"""“
immigrant mood before God. 2Ry -4l (\ﬁ\ gl 4oLl
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6.1 am convinced that God, the Father of . s

u.u.dcuwj C?j:\ ) \Cw\S\ﬁ

all nations, is certain[y not a nationalist

and loves every nation on earth, all of @S\ U"J g J{ —=9 -’-{ Ll ke 93

which He has created. As 1 see it, God is dha W 4 4l S )3 g Ledls
currently in the process of mixing the L350 — A 3] e wgnid)l Lilas

nations through migration. God is 5y \1{:‘\ ] Lﬁ‘“ﬁ gl | el

temporarily allow ing nationalist

hysteria. But 1 believe it will fail. The Badine o= Dgaid) Ll Caguny . i

nations will mix according to God's will “‘““"5 3 e C""u el dﬁi“‘v b
and that will be a blessing for everyone.  F ekl La L] | £ L{
We in the Kreuzkirche also support this

e
deve[opment: we love migrants!




7. “God will judge among the peoples
and rebuke migh’cy nations in distant
lands.” (Micah 4:3ab) Ten days ago,
Donald Trump was elected as the next
us president One day befove the
presidenﬁal election, 1 saw a cartoon in a
newspaper: a coup le is out fov a walk,
talk'mg about the US election and sees a
man kneeling and praying. The man
says to the woman: Harris or Trump ...
it's not that dramatic. The woman says
about the praying man: he's Ukrainian.
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9. Ukrainians are afraid that Trump
will agree a peace deal with his dictator
ﬁriend Putin over the heads of Ukraine.
Some lranians, on the other hand, have
high hopes for Trump: perhaps he, an

opponent of the mullah regime there,
will heip to overthrow it. Germans feav
Trump's unpredictability and that he

has no poiiticai vision other than
“America furst” or “Trump furst” or “old
white men ﬁrsi”.
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10. Whatever Trump will do or whatever
good he will do here and there: this
pres ident without any morals and
wisdom is under God's hand. Perhaps, ]
think, God wants to use him to punish
the USA and other Western nations for
their arrogance and to downgvade the
West. Maybe it won't be so bad. My

consolation: he and all the evil dictators

of this world are under God. He will

judge them and throw them on the

gavbage heap of history in the end.
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1. “Then they will forge plowshares
ﬁrom the blades of their swords. And
’chey will make pruning knives ﬁrom
the iron tips of their spears. Then
there will no [onger be a s'mg[e

nation that turns its sword against

another. No one will be trained fov
war. Everyone will sit under his vine
and under his ﬁg tree. No one will

disturb their peace. For the LORD of
hosts has so decreed.” (Micah 4:3c-4)




12. “Swords into plowshares”: such a s J’“ J"U\;\ S dﬁ""‘j .12
monument stands in front of the UN in § (3 5 aouik| (Y\ r\.o\ 2 (S )K_ﬁuﬁ\ sy
New York. It expresses the hope of J& r J‘:S\ U'“\"‘S\ Jw\ S s "Jl . -fj)j? o

eople today, for example in Ukraine, s .
peap s {ody, or examp el 5 LSS G B e

Israel/Palestine or Sudan. Peace. But at

the same time, we know that it's not f\"‘ LS -ry*“ OV g 3 Candd

just about the weapons falling silent badb gl Y J,:}}\ o rand C3) 3

and no more people being killed by L LY -
them. There is no more fighting in large - % ol g2 P R

parts of Syria, but the country (s broken Aolas "w\ ﬂ ¢ \.U ) s LB Jb gﬁ\ Sl
and the old dictator continues to rule. . gé f.,\.aj\ g f\..{.\ﬁ\ JV Lo P




13. There is no longeracivil war in LB UJ;‘ > Sl s % 13
Afghanistan - but the terrorists 3 0’3}\ oy sl Y - uL_w,\_,‘g"\

are now in power. And the s e oS s \
Ukrainians are longing for nigh’cs g Lég uﬁjﬁ O Al

without bomb attacks, but under Y J‘{ L m‘ﬂ (23 ()93 L;U

no circumstances do they want to (g Ol @Jai\ 0.9y
submit to the dictate of Putin, the LB u#\_;3\ Cg. rg 53 )\ ) yL{ B\

Russian dictator. All the peop le in :
Sl Eledl bl
the war and crisis zones dream of rM ' u9 29 uﬁ} ‘-5)&
a real, lasting peace. id P ‘_5“-;\




14. In Germany, for examp le, we
have en| oyed peace and ulﬁma’cely
ﬁfeedom and prosperity since the

end of the Second World War
almost 8o years ago. We are very
gra’cefu[ fov this. 1 am convinced that
God wants real shalom - that's what
peace means in Hebrew. God still
allows crises and wars - but His real
goal S peace.
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15. “From your midst, Bethlehem, shall
come one who will be ruler in 1srael. His
roots go back to ancient times, his
origin is certain from the beginning.”
(Micah 5:1bc) The manger of the Son of
God,]esus, is in Bethlehem. We will
soon be cele’omﬁng Christmas: God the
Son has become man. Jesus is coming to
this earth. “And he will be peace.”
(Micah 5:4a) With Jesus, we have peace

with God and peace in our hearts.
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16. Connected with Jesus, the Son of
God, is also fov us: peace (s a[ways
stronger than war. L ife S always
stronger than death. Salvation is always
stronger than sin. With Jesus, we also
have the power and the person with
whom we are at peace in all stvife. We
are aﬁraid of dying premature ly - but
with Jesus we are always in life. The
world around us and perhaps we too
are not without sin - but with Jesus we

are fovgiven and saved.
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17. So, people from many nations
have made their way to Jesus. They

do not have to go to Jerusalem or
Bethlehem to do so, but can cl'mg to

Jesus and the peace, l'gfe and
salvation that He is in every place on
earth, in all the tensions and
hardships of this world. With Jesus,
we will survive all wars and dictators
and come home in the end.

Amen!




	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17
	Folie 18
	Folie 19
	Folie 20
	Folie 21
	Folie 22
	Folie 23
	Folie 24
	Folie 25
	Folie 26
	Folie 27
	Folie 28
	Folie 29
	Folie 30
	Folie 31
	Folie 32

