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E Today, ]srael. is the topic of’che service. We L.)’3}\ u‘ deod @af B J’S\J‘”l rjj\ 1
will now see a video about this. 1t shows 1srael

as the land of Abraham, Moses, David and J@bj @»ﬁ jl\ \d J 9> j,_,w BN
Solomon. We see the places of]esus' ministry: .OL:L,UJ -33\3j o 303 (‘Q\Jl U”J{JJ\J*‘l

he was born in Bethlehem, he grew up in L.A . : “\S . \;
’ < N . y . \ .
Nazareth he grew up, he was Ioaptized at the 2 V'; e @MA Jj 5 S

Jordan. Jesus worked by the Sea of Galilee, on @"““’ JF 'O"JY\ s L3 A ‘BJ"au\ ‘3
the mountain mountain he prayed the Lord's WA L}“o J,...L\ L}c g ¢ J,J.L\ AN
Prayer for the ﬁrst time, in | erusalem he went L;\ . e i .

to the temple. In Jerusalem he was crucified,

here he was resurrected. L (\3 9 f'\-“ ) ;\ L3 V*La vl uK‘éj\




2. At the same time, we see images of /\) 90 S5 Awd “’“9)5 | LBJ 2
Israel today: modern Prpen :\c\JJ’S\ :\’J'SS\ Jﬁ‘j\fﬂy

agriculture, large cities, a land of | <l
science and democracy. In the S‘L’i '\L'J oj'g Q'\L 2
e Jlasdaal) 3.4k acll,

sermon we ask in view of

today&#39;s conflict: How does the g\:zﬁ\ Jﬁaé u:.{ ' x&\ Z\J«a MA&
Bb[ ( ¢ : -
oe Hleoyly dl ] s ) el

see the people and the land of St et .
Israel? And what does this mean 0 Wl ells S* \‘3\"9

fov us Christians? 2 J‘*"‘""“L\




Sermon for 18 August 2024 on
Romans 11:25-32 (Israel Sunday)

Dear congregation!

1. The people of Israel, the Jews are the chosen
people of God - this idea of God characterizes the
Old Testament. In the New Testament, the
apos‘de Paul conﬁrms this conviction in his letter
to the Romans: "They still are Israelites. They are
children of God and share in his glory. God has

made a covenant with them several times. He has

given them the law and ‘caught them to wovsh'qo
him in the Vight way. And he has given them his

promises.” (Romans 9:4)

M.AJJUQY Yiuahus\ Y A y‘\hﬁ
(08 ) 337) 3225211

cslLaaly) uﬁJi‘
J\“; | W(" Sl ¢ Jd
wa ) B ﬂ 0Dy —
°4\‘° u**sf Jyﬂ) sl 35
L) it g 2
Boc @ Wy (Aua\cj 0% (4 ngﬁ Wy
PRV el gl (’b\l@c&\ olewlie

W].

(419 & y)) "oaslge pllacly” L dslinVl




2. Ten months ago, Hamas terrorists
invaded Israeli territory and Iomta“y
killed over 1100 1sraelis and mped
many Jewish women. In response,
Israel bombed and conqueved the

Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip, ki”ing

tens of thousands of Palestinians.

Since then, this conﬂic’c has stirred

up the whole world. Some people's

hearts are oﬁen on the side of the

Palestinians, others on the side of
Israel.
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3. In the meantime, the Gaza 'v Of' LB é j\aj @Ua» (:«:d | ud .3
conflict has escalated and R 3 Loy Aol 30 2L suc,

threatens to plunge the entire
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migrant in Germany today will

notice that German politics and ol o o el sl RS
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radicals on the vight an eft dﬁf/\bd L)

tend to side with 1srael. The reason

fov this lies in German his‘covy. 'L}'\'W\ é)w




4. 80 years ago, Germans, the
Nazis murdered 6 million Jews in

extermination camps dwing the
Holocaust in the Second World

War. Until the end of oOur ’nistory,

we Germans are ashamed of the
fac‘c that Germans did this and

say: Never again must Jews be
killed because of their

Jewishness!
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5. This church is not the place to
discuss and evaluate the policies of
Hamas and the Israeli government.

Against the Ioackgmvmd of the
current conﬂic‘c, we rather want to
look at what the aposﬂe Paul in
parﬁcular says to Israel as a
Christian. And we will ask what the
biblical statements on Israel mean
for us as Christians.
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6. God promises Abraham, the father of M" Jfa r«m ) 4.6
Israel: "1 will give this land to your b (7 :12 o ;i) " u""‘j oI Lﬁh“

de.scendants." (Genes.is12:7b) This LB A ., Jg L }{ Jwﬂ}) u@me !

promise of land to Israel is oﬁen Vepea‘ted

by God in the Old Testament. Around the w-—‘-ﬁ RS f 70 r\c ‘_} | 9> f‘—\-ﬂ g
year 70, Jerusalem was destroyed by the JJL, “- 2Ll | 5 5l dj Sl ) L e

Romans and many Jews were expelled

from their land in the foﬂowing period. JL'“ f%\)’ S 33’“’3 J° Jall

The furst Christians asked themselves: O [RRT @” Jo pé—“":\ JslgY C)ﬁ""‘“““\’
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people of Israel? Because the vast majority : L&L
of Jews did not accept Jesus as their o ZQ’“’ % 9l (e ‘fl-"’*s

Messiah. JXQ"\’\ C’“A’




7. In the 20th century, especiaﬂy aftev
the catas’afophe of the Holocaust, there
was renewed immigration of Jews to the

"Ho ly Land", where Palestinians also

lived. The state of Israel was founded In
1948. Christians ask: Is the state of
Israel an expression of God's
faithfulness to His chosen people? How
do we view God's promise of land to
Israel ’coday in the midst of the 1sraeli-

Palestinian conﬂic‘t and the suﬁering
on both sides?
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8.1 believe that God's promise of land to
Israel is still valid in the 21st century. But
this promise of land does not mean that
Israel can do whatever it wants with the
Palestinians, as Vigh’c—wing extremist
Israeli poliﬁcians believe. Rather, with His
promise of land, God presents 1srael with
the chal[enge of ﬁnding a solution
’cogether with the Palestinians and
dividing up the entire land in a Just

manner. In view OfSO W'Ll/[Cl’l Io[oods’aed on

both sides, however, such a solution seems

a long way oﬁc ’coday.
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9. What does the promise of land
mean fov us Christians? Well, we are
not pvomised a spec 'Lﬁc country, as
you Veﬁtgees In pavﬁculav are
painfmﬂy aware. For us, God's

promise ‘cojaco’o IS more appropriate:

T will keep you wherever you go."

(Genesis 28:15b) Wherever we live and
however we live, God the Father
promises us Christians, His children,
to care for us, to help us, to be there

fOV Us.
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10. The law is decisive for the Jewish el el &\’ sl gegald) 10

religion. An.orthc?doxjew hov?ors ) > Ji 6\53 ji’j}f\ S0 (S35
God by allowing his everyday life to oF Lo g) aild C\‘"J\ Vs
be shaped by the observance of ) . )
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God's commandments and the

regulations found in the Old ('v‘-"j\ 2 3 B9 F L{MK’:\J

Testament. Un[ike]udaism, o w\ (A ﬂ;\ w.{c J&
Christianity is not a religion of law. " X
ristianity is not a religion of aw ‘u“j"u\ J“ u*d j{ J\M -\::9:\-9 s

The focus is not on the law, but on

esus, the Redeemer of the world. We S u“ xi 5 u‘”\-‘; @‘““’ J‘“ J"
live with Him by believing in Him. A ooVl ane




11. As Christians, the will of God in His
commandments is also close to our
hearts. We want to follow Jesus, we want
to serve God, we want to love our
neigh’oors. We have no ﬁxed rules, but
app ly what is written in the New and
Old Testaments about the will of God to
our situation with the Ho ly Spirit. The
Jews and the Old Testament remind us:
As a Christian, 1 also want to live my [ife

in the spirit of Jesus, doing good and
leaving evil behind.
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12. What about the Jews who do N u“d\ Qﬂj\ o \:3\,oj 12

not believe in Jesus, Israel's

Messiah, the Savior of the world? § J’? \J‘“ l Cauh @"“‘“ DI
Has God rejected them? Paul $ 2, Ja S %\.J\ a2

says: No. They remain God's s uj\b s N - U,J e J 92

chosen people. "For what God , . . s
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13. And in the end? Paul says: "And E’?j\j” ey Jen S&L 3513
fmally all 1srael will be saved. The S . ,

Scripture says: From Zion the Savior

will come and take away all @“ﬁ OI&° O° JQ\; | d\*-““" el
ungodliness from Jacob." (Romans (26:11 dsey)) "o oging o 53 K
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) L J.@.Xa-ﬂcwjﬁv\x%)u\ ov\.(ﬁjcw v@.@\

aﬁer their death,]esus will also | . 7
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accept him. We Christians will one 3 ﬂ:&\ - L 5 9 ) ji_.u 5 M\
day be together with the Jews in ) S 5Ly

eternal life.




14. Our lives as Christians also
move between the fo”owing
beginning and end: Long qufore
we were born, Jesus chose us as His
sheep and died fov us. And at the
end, Jesus will raise us to eternal
[ife. In between, we face the
claallenges of our lives. We do this
in the Ioelief that we are loved on
Jesus and always have Him by our

side.
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15. Isvael is our topic today at a time of 3y B rxﬁ\ besoge (2 L3l o) .15

bloody and heartbreaking conﬂic‘c

between Israelis and Palestinians. 1srael
is the chosen peop le of God and remains

SO alongside us Christians. 1srael has
been pmmised the Holy Land - as a
chaﬂenge to share this land with the
Palestinians. The Father cares for us.
Israel has been given the law. We too
want to live accovding to God's will. We
are chosen and will be saved by Jesus —
and all Jews too. Amen!
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