Implementation 10/20/24

Paul is the great evangelist among the eavly
Christians. He travels tire lessly throughout
the Eastern Mediterranean to Inspire peop le
to Jesus and then to plant churches in the
major cities. How does Paul deal with this?
Does he speak the same way everywheve? In
1 Corinthians 9, Paul records the way he
bears witness to Jesus. Depending on the
people he meets, he tells the message of Jesus
In slighﬂy diﬁ%rent ways. We hear the

Veading In pantomime.
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1 Corinthians g

19. | am ﬁee and don’t belong to anyone.
But 1 have made myse[f a slave to

everyone. | do it to win as many as | can
to Christ.

20. To the Jews 1 became like a Jew. That
was to win the Jews. To those under the
law 1 became like one who was under the
law. 1 did this even ‘chough ] mysebC am
not under the law. That was to win those

under the law.




21. To those who don’t have the law 1
became like one who doesn’t have the law. 1
did this even though ] am not ﬁfee ﬁfom
God’s law. 1 am under Christ’s law. Now 1

can win those who don’t have the law.

22. To those who are weak 1 became weak.
That was to win the weak. 1 have become all
things to all people. 1 have done this so that

in all poss'do le ways | migh’c save some.

23. 1 do all this because of the good news.
And 1 want to share in its Iolessings.
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Sermon for 20 October 2024 on 1
Corinthians 9:19-25

Dear congregaﬁon.’

1. 1 was a pastor in a village for 14 years. Life
there works diﬁferen‘dy than in the city, even in
the church. Also there, only a small number of

peop le come to church on any given Sunday.
But in the village, church is simp [y part of life.
People come to the service Lf it is connected to a

harvest fesﬁval, an Advent bazaar, the
children's confumation time or the
commemoration of the war dead. As a pastor
there, 1 organized services according to the
village calendar.
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2. Here in Bremerhaven, 1 once attended the
service of an Aﬁrican Pentecostal
congregation. The music was Iaooming loucﬂy
and people sang along enthusiastically. The
pastor preached with his whole body and was
Vepea’cedly in’cevmpted on shouts of
“Hallelujah”. At the service of a Russian-
German Pentecostal congregation here in
Bremerhaven, men and women sat separately.
For two hous, ’chey did not move and listened
silenﬂy to the sermons and testimonies. 1t was
only dwing the ﬁree prayer that things got
loud.
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3. We humans are different: in the 33 ) 3 oA il =3
country and in the city, as Africans and 9\: ua\aw{c u\i 43 J\a{c gl

Germans, as wealthy and modest people. | . YenS 2y o zlyy Lo se,
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believe d'gﬁferenﬂy in terms of content, but
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4. This divers Lty, the combination of faith
with the lifes’cy[es of d'gﬁfeven‘c peop le, is a
shfength of Chﬂsﬁanity. Paul says: as
Christians, we should orient ourselves to

the people we meet and bring the
Christian faith to them according to

their way of life. As a preacher, Paul is
therefove sensitive to the culture of
people’s lives. As a Christian, he treats

the Jews like a Jew and the Greeks like a
Greek. In this, Paul has a great role

model: Jesus himself.




5. Jesus could say just like Paul:
“Although 1 am independent of all, 1
have made myself a servant to all.” (1

Corinthians 9:19a) Paul tesﬂﬁes to this
about Jesus: “He was in the form of
God. But he did not claim to be like

God. ... He laid aside the divine form
and took on the form of a servant. He

became like men in everything. ... He

humbled himself ...”
(Philippians 2:6ab.7ab.8a)
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6. Jesus then met the woman at o gl s oll\: Ca Lj<L.5\ f' .6
the well from Samaria differently " L}J\ & a2 Gy Loy 5 el

from the Pharisee Nicodemus e | .
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from Jerusalem. And Jesus also
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7. And I.ae’cween then in Galilee and & Oy UU-L & u&; i oy T
today in Bremerhaven, Jesus was

“obedient unto death, even the death ‘“”f’s Lﬁ" Z\L\ CanX® uﬂbff
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applies to every Christian. “1 am u.c Jw 6" S K e
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8. This is the great s‘crength that we have

as Christians: our lives are not anchored ub "Jgj" W“’j \"‘\’o' J"”W‘“{
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earth[y things, but have our status, our ;
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9. We are already children of heaven.
Martin Luther, the foundev of our
church, therefore says: “A Christian is a
free lord over all things.” And if 1as a
Christian am not so dependent on the
world, 1 can move more independenﬂ ,
eonﬁdenﬂy, self-—asswedly and ealm[y
in it. As my conﬁrmaﬁon verse from
Psalm 118 says: “The Lord is with me,
therefore 1 will not feav; what can men
do to me?” (Psalm 118:7)
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10. Paul says: “Although 1 am
independent of all, 1 have made myse bC a
servant to all.” (1 Corinthians 9:19ab)
This is the second characteristic of
Christians and in this we fo”ow Paul
and] esus: we serve God and other

peop le. Martin Luther says: “A Christian

is a servant in the service of other
people.” This is our digni’cy, the meaning
of our life: we are allowed to be in the
service of God, in the service of Jesus and
to serve other people.
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1. This is a great thing and much

better than only Vevolving
around ourselves and our own
weU—Ioe'mg and pmblems -
al‘chough as Christians we
unforhmate ly do this oﬁen
enough. “For the Jews 1 live like a

)«

Jew.” “For the weak 1 myself have
become weak.” (1 Corinthians o,

20a.224)
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12 As the mother of a Ioalay, 1 behave
d'gﬁrerenﬂy from the fa’cher of a
teenager. As a worker in a ﬁs h factory,
1 have d@ﬂ?erent tasks than a doctor in
a hosp ital. As a singer in a church
choir, | sing to praise God, and when 1
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seekers, 1 serve with this pracﬁcal he[p.

] always align my service in the family,
at work and in voluntary work with
the peop le 1 serve.
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13. But 1 also don't simply adapt to
them and their needs. Rather, 1 am at
the service of Jesus and 1 serve in
order to bear witness to this merc'gcbd
God and to do good to my erow
human Ioe'mgs on the basis of His
love. n do ing so, | am guided loy the
words of Jesus: “Whatever you did for

one of my brothers or sisters, ... you

did for me.” (Matthew 25, 40cd)
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14. The way of]esus, of the a}oosﬂe, and \*"-’)ﬁ 9 J ) gt JS\ @_‘,«5 g Jﬁo .14
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in Jesus. That is our freedom. And we
serve Jesus and people. That is our task
in life. That is what we focus on. Both
are a privilege of Christians: to be
anchored in Jesus and to serve. Both are
beautiful and give our lives stability
and meaning.

Amen!




	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17

