ntroduction for 21 July 2024

We hear and see two biblical stories ﬁfom the
Gospel of Luke in which a widow plays a
decisive role. In Luke 18, Jesus tells a parable
about a widow and an unjust judge. This
parab le is intended to encourage us to pray
persistently. Tn Luke 21, Jesus is in the temple
and observes how a widow throws all the little
money she has into the oﬁeving box. In both
accounts, Jesus presents the widow to us as a
role model. These two stories also form the
basis of the sermon.
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Luke 18

1. Jesus told his disciples a story. He wanted to show
them that they should always pray and not give

up.
2. He said, ‘In a certain town there was a judge. He

didn’t have any respect for God or care about what
peop le though‘c.

3. A widow lived in that town. She came to the judge
again and again. She kept Ioegging him, “Make

things Vight fov me. Someone is treating me loadly.”

4. ‘For some time the judge refused. But finally he
said to himself, “1 don’t have any respect fov God. 1
don’t care about what people think.




5.But this widow keeps bothering me. So 1 will
see that ‘chings are made Vigh’c for her. ]f]

don’t, she will someday come and attack me!”

)

6. The Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unfaiv
judge says.

7. God’s chosen people cry out to him day and
night Won't he make tlnings Vight fov them?
Will he keep putting them oﬁ?

8.1tell you, God will see that things are made

Vigh‘c for them. He will make sure it ’nappens
quick[y. But when the Son of Man comes, will
he ﬁnd peop le on earth who have faith?’




Luke 21 21 \3:3

1. As Jesus looked up, he saw rich S A N
people putting their%ifts Into the ‘é’b?j S VV‘“\JB oA el
temple offering boxes. Meh ESN ESon "M L L;\jj 9
2 He also saw a poor widow put In
two very small copper coins.

3. ‘What I’m about to tell you Is true,’
Jesus said. ‘That poor widow has put
In more than all the others.

4. All these other people gave a lot
because they are rich. But even though
she Is poor, she put in everything. She

had nothing left to live on.’




Sermon for 21 July 2024 on Luke
18:1-8a, 21:1-4

Dear congregation!

1. It is summer. Life is easier than at
other times of the year. The
temperatures are pleasant, it is often
warm and here on the coast it Is rarely
too hot. We don't wear thick jackets
and sweaters, but light clothing. It is
light early in the morning and only
gets dark late in the evening. In
summer, life often feels light. The Bible
verse for this week says: “Live as
children of light” (Ephesians 5:8b). In
other words: “Live your lives as
children of light”.
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2. It 1s summer, the sun Is often
shining, It Is bright. But there
are also dark clouds on the
horizon. Even in summer there
IS rain and thunderstorms and
INn some areas also heavy rain

and storms. In a figurative
sense, there are also “dark
clouds on the horizon” despite
all the lightness of summer.
Perhaps in terms of personal
worries, but also In relation to
the world situation.
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3. How will the presidential
elections in the USA turn out and
what will happen afterwards?
What will happen in the home
countries of the Christians who
have fled, with dictatorship, war
and violence? What Is in store for
us with climate change, against
which almost nothing is being
done here in Europe and In
countries to the south and east of
It? The pastor Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, whom | quoted last
week, lived in Germany 80 years
ago.
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4. At that time, the Second World
War was at a bloody climax. The
main initiator of the most brutal
violence was the German leader
Adolf Hitler. Bonhoeffer and
others no longer wanted to stand
by while he led Germany and the
world into absolute catastrophe.
They decided, many of them as
Christians, to eliminate the
dictator. Eighty years ago
yesterday, on July 20, 1944, they
attempted to kill Hitler with a
bomb and thus overthrow the
Nazl terror regime.
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5. Unfortunately, Hitler was il Qﬁ A ol (Lt sl 5
only slightly injured. Terror | J2d! £ «oly Sl =l Lo
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Insurgents were caughtand J§ . AL 503, L5
executed, including Pastor | < < P SR =99 U2 Py

Bonhoeffer shortly before | & oes Job comadl 311945 5k

the end of the war 1n 1945. In }g% s Ly oy doeeendl 5LL
prison, Bonhoeffer reflected
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6. Bonhoeffer is thus very close to
the widow we have seen and heard AWl o i 3 pscsn Jati \iny 6
about: the widow who insists on her § lc ‘_95 2oV slalyl )y Lo Lac 2l

rights - as a parable for persistent

orayer. The widow who puts all her J| 23 3} 5= s3all 1S~ 3 o

money into the temple offering box: § . ) oend 0o L
Praying and doing what is S 3 VKC”,‘” S

righteous. When Jesus presents us 4-9 ¢ P PRVCIA) -, o

with the widow as a role model In J@b il w{é y (St ijr{

both stories, two negative types of

people appear in contrast to her. L UMJ e WV e gl ey

Firstly, the unjust judge. “He had T

no respect for God and showed no ¥y Pac o Al cﬁau Y,
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7. We are familiar with such , . L
unjust masters on a small ol sl Vg e B (57

and large scale, especially o doley Sy e s e

from dictatorships. They el 2SS
have no regard for people. S SR ST

They may talk about God, S aalis Jo ) g 8 el

but in practice they think 3 Goy A el g Bl B
they are gods. In Western ol ol slla '
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right wing of politics.




8. “Jesus looked up and saw LRy s Kt
rich people throwing their L2 s Can é&@ 8

offerings into the offering PRV WU SUTTH Ik S
box.” They “only threw in - 2 f ém&ﬁ ufdi
some of their abundance as wizd oy Lam 1gall el Y

an offering”. (Luke 21, 1.4a) gy},& (11.4 21 \'5)3) T

These people are better than
the unjust judge. Afterall, I e .JWll 2l s sl Wl
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abundance. But i1t doesn't
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9. I am thinking here of the y G s |
European Union. Here - unlike In Jo - e 'ﬁéﬁ)ﬂ\ 2] S b ,-{9\ 9

dictatorships - there is democracy 3 g = Joy SN ALY e
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10. We know how things are going in
the world - and sometimes in us too.
But we are told: “Live as children of
light”. The widow is our role model.
In those days, widows were women
without protection and security who
were dependent on the goodwill of
others. The widow In the parable is
obviously wronged on a massive scale
by an influential man. She demands
that the unjust judge do right by her.
He has no intention of doing so — due
to her stubborn behavior, the judge
ultimately helps her to obtain her
rights.
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11. If the unjust judge, because
of her perseverance, gives justice
to the widow, “will not God all
the more give justice to those
whom he has chosen, who cry
out to him day and night? Will
he make them wait long? | tell
you this: He will soon give them
their due!” (Luke 18:7) With this
parable, “Jesus wants to make It
clear to the disciples that they
should always pray without
ceasing.” (Luke 18:1) What does
this mean for us?
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12. | believe that there Is a great
blessing In the prayers that we bring
before God for ourselves or others.
God promises to hear our prayers
and to respond to them. He
encourages us to persevere in prayer,
even If it does not bring immediate
results. Like the widow who knocks
on the judge's door again and again

without ceasing and demands justice.

And especially when we feel unjustly

treated: God will soon bring justice

to those he has chosen! Trust in this

firmly, even if you do not yet see the
result!
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13. For me, praying persistently
means praying confidently. God
will take care of me! God will
help me! For me, this means that
even In our uncertain times with
climate change and the shift to
the right and the many problems
that follow, | don't have to be
afraid. God will take care of me
and mine. We will get through
these world situations. It is good
to remain confident and have
children, for example. Because
God will take care of us.
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14. “Lead your lives as children
of light.” “Pray and do what Is
right.” The poor widow puts all
her money into the temple
offering box. She gives selflessly,
she does not worry about her own
existence, she trusts God. |
believe that we, too, do not have
to worry about how we can secure
our lives in the future. God will
provide for us. So we can open
ourselves to the needs of our
neighbors. We can help without
thinking anxiously about
ourselves.
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15. We can also let go of things that e ¥l e o L
we don't really need to live. We can | e 5y ol WSs . lgduad \.a.>- \-H Cu

concentrate on the things and
people that are really important in J‘{“““ ri Al wo\va e wu}!

life - and on God. We can also AR CET J:«j - OLL
become active in God's hame, get
Involved, serve - without thinking of

ourselves. Eighty years ago, Dietrich u'“’Jw £ e 80 Ja Lol ng@
Bonhoeffer, together with many

others, dared to try to eliminate one
of the most murderous dictators of

all time. Bonhoeffer lost his earthly T

life In the process and became one of Aoy i) Sl pope 2 Jd . 3NN
the great role models of faith.




16. “Live as children of light, conduct
your lives as children of light.”
(Ephesians 5:8b) “Our Christianity
today will consist above all in two
things: praying and doing what is
just among people.” The widow
shows us the way: to pray
persistently and confidently, to live
full of trust in God: God will do me
right and take care of me. And: to
give selflessly, to help, to let go, to
become active without fear for
oneself. The children of light pray
and do what is right with trust in
God. Amen!
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