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Jesus encounters a Canaanite, that ;
means non-Jewish, woman with a I Can u‘*ﬁ\ A5 @b\JY\ @\";‘
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heal the woman's daughter because
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Matthew 15

21. Jesus leﬁ Galilee and went to the area of Tyre
and Sidon.

22 A woman from Canaan lived near Tyre and
Sidon. She came to him and cried out, ‘Lord!
Son of David! Have mercy on me! A demon
controls my daughter. She is suﬁering
terribly.”

23 Jesus did not say a word. So his disciples
came to him. They Ioegged him, ‘Send her away.
She keeps crying out after us.

24 Jesus answered, ‘1 was sent only to the peop le

of Israel. They are like lost sheep.’
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25. Then the woman feﬂ to her knees in
ﬁron‘c of him. ‘“Lord! He[p me!’ she said.
26. He Vep[ied, It is not V'Lght to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the
dogs.’

27. Yes, it is, Lord,’ she said. ‘Even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fau ﬁrom their
owner’s table.

28. Then] esus said to her, Woman, you
have great faith.’ You will be given what
you are asking for.’ And her daugh’cer

was healed at that moment.
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Epilogue

An amazing story! Jesus, not only God, but
also a human being like us, learns from this

woman and S ]061"81/[&0[60[ IO}/ her to ’/16[}0 her.

And so her sick daugh’cer is healed. And so

it goes: Jesus is not only sent to Israel, but to
all nations. And He heals and helps all who
ask Him. He heals and helps as He sees ﬁt
That is a hope for us too. And just as Jesus

learned ﬁrom this woman, we Christians
learn ﬁrom the peop le we meet. This is how
we mature tn our fai’ch.
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Sermon 22 September 2024 Galatians
3, 26-28

Dear congvegaﬁon.’

1. The sermon text for today S found n
chap’cev 3 of the apos’cle Paul's letter to the
Galatians: “26 You are all children of God,

because you have been united to Jesus Christ
t’mroug’n faith. 27 For in Ioaptism you all put
on Christ. And through Ioapﬁsm you now
belong to Jesus. 28 1t makes no difference
whether you are Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
men, men or women. For through your union
with Jesus Christ you have all become one.”
(Galatians 3:26-29)
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2. Dear congregation, Galatians 3:28 is
something of a model for our
congregation. Jews and Greeks, in our
case: native Germans and migrants,
Syrians and Iranians, Ukrainians,
Africans and others belong to our
congregation. We come from d'gﬁfeven’c
cultures, we are multicultural. And we

Christians and peop le ﬁ'om the Arab

world, ﬁfom Aﬁ'ica and Europe come
’coge’cher in the Kreuzkirche to form an

intercultural commun 'd:y.
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3. We are pvoud to be an international
church like the churches at the time of the
ﬁvst Christians. And in the Spirit of
Galatians 3:28, we are also a church of
men and women, of peop le with lower
incomes and ﬁfom the middle class. What
S special on German standards is that not
on[y natives, but also migrants, not only
women as (s usuaUy the case in Germany,
but also men, not on[y peop le with a
secure existence, but also peop le with an
Insecure status Ioelong to our
congregation.

@ujm\y@j;Wulﬂu;.g
o csladdly )1 4-»5\@ . .28

e @l ga LY puladl \Zaj ol jfy\j

cyamrdl Lty e sl oKL Lais
LT 3 Bsle JA1 2 187l Lo s
1y e
Sl pla N Wiy b ool 352 gk

Wb & C)ﬁ*"*’ Qﬁ B @?ﬁ Ve Qy\*e.




4. In the first Christian
communities, peop le who had very
diﬁferen’c V'Lgh’cs In soclety came
together as equals. Jews avoided
contact with peop le ﬁrom other
nations. Men ruled over women,
ﬁfee peop le over slaves. 250 years
ago, people Ioegam to ask: Lf we are
all equal before God with Jesus,

why do we live so unequally in the
world?
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5. New convictions and values
Ioegan to grow: no nation should
rule over another. Men and
women have equal Vigln’cs. Slavery
- that one person Ioelongs to
another - is a sin and so is
extreme inequa[i’cy. And so,
desp ite counter-movements and
sethacks, our world is changing
in the direction of Galatians 3:28:
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6. 1t no longer matters whether you Gby ok e
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heterosexuals or homosexuals. . e .
aol N Llie ol ider 12 lae o) O
Human digni’cy is inviolable (Article Jg SR A DA )’J

10f the German constitution). With sl e 1 80L) & g ALyl
Jesus, everyone is equal Ioefore God &’\"j )9 jLA» Cﬁ-\ c@,«u}. - (d\f}!\

and they should and will be equal § %u\ E &jw ¥ jg QQ\ - 4
in the world. e - =




7. “You have all put on Christ in
Ioapﬁsm. And Hmrough Ioapﬁsm

you now belong to him.” (Gal 3:27)
By fai‘ch, we Christians Ioelong to
Jesus through baptism. 1 do not

stand alone Ioefore God, but have
“put on” Jesus, am enveloped by

Him. As a Christian, 1 am and live
in communion with Jesus - with
Jesus, crucified and risen for us.
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8. “God gave Jesus to death because of our
transgressions. And he raised him ﬁfom
the dead so that we might be vjusﬁﬁed
before God.” (Romans 4:25) On the cross,
Jesus takes away my cloak of sin,
evevything that is sad, bitter and without

futwe in me, and gives it to death. And in
His resurrection, He gives me a share in

His Vigh’ceousness, in His eternal l'gCe, He
wraps me in the mantle of His love. As a
Christian, 1 live washed clean of all gui(t
and envelo]oed in His indestructible life.
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9. What does this mean for my d\*; b i a3 .9

everyday life? A philosopher PR AV v s R P
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10. The hallmark of Christian fai’ch
and [ife is this conﬁdence, an
unshakeable, ﬁrm, strong hope that
will not be disappointed. Because
Jesus wraps me in the mantle of His
love, 1 am conﬁden’c and can be
courageous and hopeﬁd, strong and
chee(ful - even in modest
circumstances. Jesus will help me.
With His energy, | will overcome
whatever stands in my way.
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1. Hope, courage and strength come % db j.aJ |y deloeid) \ o\ JS
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12. We act out of this conﬁdence In our
community. When there are pm’olems,
we do not hang our heads. Instead, we
practice patience, pray pers is’cenﬂy fov
a solution to the prololems and hope In
Jesus. We work persistently to achieve
our goals and are not discowaged on
dry speUs. Even gC some’ching is not
going so well at the moment, we keep

at it and trust that Jesus will tum
small Ioeginnings into great things.

3 &l oda oy B! 5 s 12
fhww Y Klin anlg s Lad®
o o\ eb sy el gt e
Fot G bl 3y Kl o o
At ¥ slaal 3l ol Josiy

Do gt 01 G (385 Jodl) Jols
Agle Lt s el Sl




13. 1 also perceive such confidence in you. 3 Jwa}\.e o }f Aty j,_“ L0 613
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14. We are currently living ina timein - § ¢\aall ad oxg oy 2 | s 3] .14
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crisis and God's judgment. But we defy
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16. “It no longer matters whether ;\ Do 19 5§ J\ e A= %” 16
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that we live this in our church.
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17. The reason for all this is Jesus, who t} s @*‘*’ 5 s J{ e 0L 17
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