Micah 6

1. 1srael, listen to the LORD’s message. He says to me, ‘Stand
up in court. Let the mountains serve as witnesses. Let the
hills hear what you have to say.’

2. Hear the LORD'’s case, you mountains. Listen, you age-old
foundaﬁons of the earth. The LORD has a case against his
peop[e Israel. He is bringing charges against them.

3. The LORD says, ‘My people, what have 1 done to you? Have
1 made things too hard fov you? Answer me.

4.1 brought your people up out of Egypt. 1 set them free from
the land where they were slaves. 1 sent Moses to lead them.
Aaron and Miriam he[ped him.

5. Remember how Balak, the k'mg of Moab, p[anned toput a
curse on your peop le. But Balaam, the son of Beor, gave them
a Iolessing instead. Remember their Journey ﬁrom Shittim to
Gi[gal. 1 want you to know that 1 always do what is V'Lght’

6 K

C.wdj JLJLS,\S (sa\p Vg» ujé\S\ﬂ\w %
g0

u@f 2155 Dt ] Sl Aagad  a2#).2
) SB by and g Bopad Ooll 6 A\

'(}\& .,\.g.w\gg/\.ﬁjﬁa\ J\.&/ s i o .3\.A ‘L/ﬁ""'“ \)»
wuﬁmj J"muo)\uﬁ‘)“'\';”é\d

£375 53 deyvbu\ub\jcg:’:fd
5@@\9&\53@1\:;@ By S5 il
5 S el ) ”@ij;::,r\;ka\:\,

& F) 03\3-9




6. The people of Tsrael say, What should we Ior'mg
with us when we go to worsh'qo the LORD? What
should we offer the God of heaven when we bow L} J “
down to him? Should we take burnt oﬁerings to Mt g IR ¢ u J’“’ r.\.cu

him? Should we sacvﬁce calves that are a year

old? \w T o
7. Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of ° PRI S Jg ‘jhg\ :J.h ) &.;J ) J\‘({‘\

rams? Will he take deligh’c [N 10,000 rivers of olive

0il? Should we oﬁCeV our eldest sons for the wrong (‘5‘“‘0" 4“&4"' u'c LS SVnC °
‘ch'mgs we've done? Should we sacr@ﬂce our own -0 % og
' e é\w 6 \.“AY \f | Jha 15,8

chddven to payfov our sins?

8. The LORD has shown you what is good. He has Lﬁ’f 6,2:: : \ Y « ; gﬂfm Mﬁm J\.o
told you what he requires of you. You must act with P
| .}’ q fy &L@jé\iﬁb/}“’k\*‘dj‘ JWS"&./:; /j

Justice. You must love to show mercy. And you must e

be humble as you live in the sigh’c of your God.




Sermon on Micah 6:1-6 on 27 October 2024
by Lector Helmut Heiland in the
Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven

1. “Listen to what the LORD says!” (Micah 6:1a)
Dear congregation, with this appea[ the prophe‘c

Micah addresses the peop le of Israel. But he is not

preaching a moral sermon to them, because people

pvo’oalo ly didn't like moral sermons back then any
more than they do today. Micah chooses a form
that peop le love much more: he turns the sermon
into a play by staging it like a trial. Now an
accuser, God's advocate, is called upon to: “Arise,
wage a legal battle with the mountains, that the
hills may hear your voice!” (Micah 6:1b)
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2. The adversavy here is the mountains
and the hills are called as witnesses, the
peop le of Israel are not mentioned. This
is a trick that has been used in theater
for thousands of years. Those who are
actua”y meant are not mentioned and

’chey do not play a part, but are rep laced.

We are familiav with this method ﬁrom
falo les. In our sermon text it is hills and
mountains, in the fa’o les it is mosﬂy

animals. For example, the king S

Vepresen’ced on a lion.
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3. This trick was used because there was a
possib le feav of punishment Lf, for examp le,
rulers or powevﬁd high oﬁCicials were to be
criticized or accused. n our case, the peop le
of Israel are meant, and every listener would
have to relate the accusation to themselves.
The prop het pro’oala ly chose this theater-like
form because he wanted to avoid everyone
immediate ly swi‘cching oﬁ out of anger and
no [ongev ['Ls’cening. Aﬁer all, 90 the peop le of
Israel had been addressed direc‘dy, then

everyone would have fel‘c they were Ioeing
addressed.
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4. “Hear, O mountains, the judgment of the LORD,

you strong foundaﬁons of the earth: for the LORD
will judge his peop le, and will enter into judgmen’c
with 1srael.” (Micah 6:2) The scenario expands. A
representative of God, who can be compared to a
lawyer, calls upon the mountains as a kind of Jury.
And this lawyev no [onger takes the sensitivities of
the 1sraelites into consideration, as a lawyer must
also name the accused. And now God appears and
makes his complaint: “What have 1 done to you, my
peop le, and what have 1 done to you? Tell me that! 1
Iovough’c you out of the land of Egypt and delivered
you ﬁfom slavevy. My peop le, remember ... how the
LORD has done you every good thing.” (Micah 6,

3.4ab.5)
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5. The people are silent. A single voice
stands up and speaks fov the whole
people: “With what shall 1 approach the
LORD, bow down loefore the God on
high? Shall 1 appvoach him with bumnt
oﬁer'mgs, with year—old calves? Will the
LORD be pleased with many thousands
of rams, with countless rivers of oil?
Shall 1 give my ﬁvs’cbom for my
transgression, the fmit of my body for
my sin?” (Micah 6:6-7)
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6. Now the play is over. Now the matter Joy Z?a\ j,,.l,

is clear, and the pmphet ends the scene " 30
on God's behalf: “It is told you, 0o man, al watl e "\é""i Lﬁ“s S ¢ \'9&

what is good and what the LORD “*Ma’ \'° t\*@ e b ¢ \-‘—“’}) \~(r JURY
requires of you: to do no’ching but keep [ i J\_g P P S Yl WJ e O )\

the word of God, and to love and humble . ", TR
yourself before your God.” (Micah 6:8) (? 6 \DM)‘ ol r\ﬁ\ to 53 4'?%\
What does this form tell us about God? ()Y\ (&> ¥ | o M\ BT \‘J“ 3L
(.L{p to this p?int, L\:.)ehha’/\lze deal’chwith fcheh \_,,M 4 pE S A 3 ;N K I\ L;l " )m
Lterary fovm in which the prophet Mica A Slolaa @;J\

presen’ced God's concerns.




7. We could see that God did not simply
Veproach and threaten consequences, but
that He chose the form of a theatvicaﬂy
staged trial. This in i’cse[f indicates a
loving attitude on God's part, even
‘chough He had reason to be angry. He
also did not stmp ly hurl His judgement at
the 1sraelites, but clever[y led them to
recognize their mistakes themselves.
Today He would be at the cutting edge of
pedagogy, but in the Bible this was

ahfeady the case thousands of years ago.

f)\:s,xwtye \:»j.xo.ﬁ -7

uc,wj@\)a fy&w\,,u

o) OJE“*’:?\L@QJK:"“TJA

;mwm\g\;;ﬂ\@@\g\sz RS
L) YT




8. Christians and Jews are often accused J yAL Seay ) M\ S L Ek -8
that the God of the Old Testament _%U\QA\ Jae O pay < 2 sgal) 4] o)

behaves like an ancient oriental

patriarch. Here, however, God does not JGS@ Y L 0! ﬂ £ vl LB J_A
act like a pasha; on the contrary, He & o | | ub v g

begins His speech by justifying Himself. Lﬁ"‘"‘“ ! g 3L A " 101

“What have 1 done to you, my peop le,
and what have 1 done to you? Tell me!” (3 :6 \""“) «fl3 L; J‘" ‘KJ*’ 3\-‘:

(Micah 6:3) Imagine this: the great v E,EA\ A 0\ e Q\ e

a[migh’cy God engages in a dialog with 4\..3 e
the people who have oﬁended Him with y

their sins.
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9. And it gets even better: God also jusﬁﬁes
Himself. He shows the 1sraelites all the good
things He has done fov them so fav. “I have

Iavough’c you out of the land of Egypt and
redeemed you from slavery.” (Micah 6:4ab)

He ]0[6&0[8 hke someone W’/lO has to Ioegfor

mercy. “My peop le, remember ... how the
LORD has done you every good thing.”
(Micah 6:5 end) Here, too, we recognize that
God ahready shows the same characteristics in
the Old Testament that are later embodied on
Jesus: He bends down to people, He talks to
them as Lf they were His equals.
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10. This method olovious[y led to success,

because the 1sraelites did not argue
against it for [ong, but asked what they

could do now to reconcile God again.
“With what shall 1 draw near to the

LORD?” (Micah 6:6a), they asked. But
Ioefove we come to this question, Lt LS

he[pﬁd to clariﬁ/ why God started this
legal dispu’ce. To do this, we need to
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visualize the situation in Israel at the time
of Micah. We can ﬁnd the details in the
chapters Ioefove and agcter our sermon
text.




11. The upper classes in particu[ar have
a good time at the expense of others, fov
example when it says: “They seek evil
gain and have a good time: The high
oﬁficials demand giﬁs, the judges are
for money, and the great decide
according to their gveed - thus they
pervert justice.” (Micah 7:3) The priests
are also harshly criticized: “Their
priests teach for money. Their prop hets
prophesy for money.” (Micah 3:11bc)
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12. These are serious violations of God's A Lo jS oj.\a.> uKLr\ o -12

commandments and His ordinances,

and a God who does not take action >~ f o & j R
against them would make a fool of ‘Lﬁ‘“’ O J"’M ug‘: e ujg“"‘
Himseﬂf It could be misunderstood as ¢ 403\ (,wa j rjm\ ub J,QY
generosity and charity if God were to JB 13) el sy Lf& AL Jolas LY

give in, because we are dealing with a . S 5 .
loving God. However, if this behavior U'b ‘J\"o e &l U&" Jﬁu B ‘-;
were to be considered harmless on God, J\.,a j\c &) u\:« 4)5 u»U JL..)

then in no time at all peop le would also

ﬁw\ucuby wwjg\g

consider God harmless, only smile at v
Him and not care about His ordinances. 058 ﬁif O5E ¥




13. We have already heard how the prophet
Micah wants to make his congregation aware
of the demands that God makes on them:
befove he even mentions any commandment
and its transgression, he reminds Israel of the
great act of liberation that it owes to God: the
liberation ﬁfom slavevy in Egypt. And he
mentions other good deeds of God towards
His people. In do'mg s0, God reminds us of

what cannot be emp hasized oﬁen enoug’a:
evevyth'mg that God demands of His peop le is
based on what God has ahready given His

}oeople.’
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14. Everything that 1srael is now
expected to accompttsh is based on
what God has atreaaty done for the
peopte.’ This means that what God

wants fifom Israel here is actuatty not

primarily the fulfillment of g \""L L3 u—*‘j L J..: ) oy A ooy j

commandments, but rather He expects f ! Ji‘» J.,.a 63» JJ Lo 55 BWIL J P

an act of gratttuote! We can cevtatnty all Lot ,\.{U\; OIE \M? \..&c
understand that. When 1 give my V@ Ol

grandchildren gifts, 1 don't expect the 3 "L,,S'” “5 Ciﬁ’ ‘5 Y Llagl po2
same in return, but 1 do want a sign of Lbae) g e ,\gj\ d;;ﬂj ¢ bl
gratitude. )




15. We can apply it to ourselves today. God
has atveaoty done evevything fov us too
through His Son Jesus, in that Jesus took our
transgressions upon Himsetf timrough His
votuntavy death. God also onty expects
gratituoie ﬁ’om us if we want to taeanit ﬁfom
His care, namety salvation to eternal iife. This
gratitude should be expresseot in our love and
praise. Here too, the Old and New Testaments
agree. Paul also considers the praise of God
and thanksgiving to be the most important
thing for Christians when tiaey have been
filled with the Holy Spirit.




16. In the letter to the Ephesians in chapter 5, he
writes: “Be filled with the Spirit. Encourage one
another with psalms and hymns and sp iritual
songs, singing and playing to the Lord in your
hearts, always gving thanks to God the Father
for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ.” (Ephesians 5:18¢.19.20) We recognize the
importance of praise and thanksgiving fov our
rela‘cionsh'qo with God. Anyone who rejects this

act of graﬁtude S Ioeli‘cﬂing God, indeed they are

Veveal'mg that they are obvious ly not even aware
of the greatness of the g'gct that God has given
them! So God had every reason to consider the

transgressions of the peop le of Israel very
important.
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17. Let us retwrn to the sermon text. No C@iﬁ!\ é u—v«-«dﬁ\ JJ;\ Al L ) ) LB 917
sooner have the people heard this reminder of L2ay S‘M w 75 )\; \jm\u : qu J‘“\:;\
God's act of liberation, which was also . T L w |
B (HSymg e <Ay 3 g 7elady pelis

pvesen’ced as a declaration of God's love fov

them, than something happens: the prophet J{ ub P 0 & JJK‘“ N S‘J\ﬁ
quotes Israel asking itself in great anxiety: 118 5 u.;4...“9\) t.«ul @w \..: fw\: c;dw
How can nowface God? How can 1 show him M\ L s \-M d\ J“ uju (20 .(19

my gratitude? And Israel considers all sorts
of things: It wants to oﬁev sacviﬁces to God: 9 Jg"‘J A u49 1 P9 - Cf a5 Mall J“

young calves, countless rams, rivers of oil ... doncd) V; 4 ) Y« u-wij J» “&\; M=,
And in the end, we literally shudder when we oYl J{é&\ s o8 el 14 ) L2y 3

read: “Shall 1 give my ﬁvs‘doom for my T . .
LB O L) ) cad Olyald m dlagt
transgressions, the ﬁfuit of my womb fov my = Jﬁﬂ - o R A ﬁﬁ‘s

sin?” (Micah 6:7b) °J"§




18. This practice of child sacrifice forvery [l lia Cadll 6“ SN L Aded | ua: Al aady -18
serious oﬁenses is known ﬁfom neighlooving vy _‘\3 ‘ )
pagan Peo]oles. So the Israelites have now also L ‘; @ y djﬂ Jw j{\ ¢
grasped the seriousness of the situation when 9@'“ e Lois VL jw Az S e 2
’chey Ioving human sacviﬁce nto play. But the | < J-\a-ﬂ d Aund J~ JW u.{ @J
God of Israel does not demand such a ’ching. u‘&c UL{ S . 6& US \;Ja_;

The whole sacviﬁce ’ching IS NO longer our ;
S Lol |-
]ovololem today.’ No one ’coday would think of 2 M > 4 d J@L O

wanting to “sacriﬁce” something to God in the
sense mentioned here. This is alveady Vejec’ced \..9 3> Jaly m\.@ Lg 9 el )\1{.\) &44 Y

in our sermon text. Even the prophet Micah ; :
does not speculate fov lonz alz)oout the ojg e o ji 8 \9
(27 :6 buo) "shllas oY @b "?L"j\;,\.\a}

meaning and purpose ofsacriﬁces.




19. Without dwe[ling on the p[ay, he gets
to the heart of the matter and proclaims
what God wants and expects of us: “It is
told you, 0 man, what is good and what
the LORD requires of you: to do notlaing
but keep the word of God, to love and to
be humble before your God.” (Micah 6:8)
At this point, Micah now Says what God
wants: he mentions three things: “keep
God's word”, i.e. do justice, be kind and
fai’chﬁﬂ; then always act out of love; be
humble bqfore God, i.e. have reverence
and show Him obedience.
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20. The prophet summarizes the ten
commandments of God here. This is intended
to express the Israelites' thanks and praise in
pvac’cica[ life. Let us summarize: The sacviﬁces

in the form of animal oﬁevings, monetary
donations etc. are downp layed here. But Lf,
accovding to what Micah says, God does not
want sacviﬁces, this does not mean that He
wants to make th'mgs as easy and convenient
as possi/o le fov us. Because in the end, God
does not want less ﬁfom us on fovego ing such
sacr@ﬂces, but even move! To put it cleaﬂy: He
does not want something ﬁom us, but He
wants us ourselves!
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21, ]fwe summarize our sermon text,
which says: “keep nothing but God's word
and practice love and be humble Ioefove
your God”, then God demands a
comp lete ly diﬂ%rent sacviﬁce ﬁom us, a
much heavier one: we are not to Ioring
oﬁerings, we are to oﬁfev ourselves, hand

over our lives to God, let go of our self—wiu

and p[ace ourselves at God's disposal.
This should be the consequence of
gratitude for the fac’c that we receive
evevything ﬁrom God anyway and owe
evevy’ching to Him.
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22. All in all, this sermon text

shows how lovmgly and

considerate ',y God treats peop le,

how much He takes Himself back

and how much He turns to them.
That Veaﬂy is a reason to be

gra’teful, to honor Him, to fo”ow

His word and to praise Him.

Amen!
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