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Wem viel gegeben ist, bel
dem wird man viel
suchen; und wem viel
anvertraut ist, von dem
wird man um so mehr
fordern.




Matthew 13

44. ‘The kingdom of heavenislike | | . ’a L
treasure that was hidden in a field. Oy Sl (25 032 lel sl 44

When a man found I1t, he hid it P w\e\.ed’ Ly ol @4# 450,@) Ja
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Lector Stoffers: Sermon for 28 July 2024 on
Matthew 13, 44-46: Profit is guaranteed

1. A man goes for a summer walk.
Alone, he wanders ‘c’mfough woods and ﬁelds.
One or two ﬁelds have ahfeady been harvested.

You can easi[y walk across the stubble.

The man pokes his walking stick into the
gvound with relish.

Sometimes he hits a stone.
Sometimes the stick sinks deeper.

Then again it gets caught In a creeping plant
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2. Each time the ﬁeld speaks to the person with
a diﬁfevent sound. All this is quite normal.

It all ﬁ’ts in with the friend[y summer day.

But suddenly the stick is met on acomp le‘cely
strange, unexpected sound.

Hollow, metallic, it sounds back.
The hiker stops. He is irritated. Astonished.
Now he pokes again with the stick.
And again, it sounds d'gﬁferen’c than usual.

Curious, the man kneels down and starts
digging.
What he ﬁnds takes his breath away.
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3. A small metal box, comp le’cely rusted, but

otherwise still intact, lies in ﬁfon’c of him.

It is not very Ioig. No Ioiggev than a shoe box.

But very heavy.
He liﬁs Lt out of the gvownd.

Takes it in his lap and opens the rust-
weakened lock with his penknife.

He lifts the lid and is [eﬁ; breathless.

Gold coins sparkle at him in the Ioright
sun[ight

The whole box is ﬁlled to the top with
wonderful gold.
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4. The hiker looks around anxiously.
Hopefully no one is nearby.
Hopefully no one has seen him.
Then he puts the treasure back in the ﬁe[d.

He covers it with earth again and tramp les
it down.

He tries to cover all his tracks.

The hike no longev takes him ﬁurthev mto

nature,

but to the land registry.
There he asks for the owner of the ﬁeld.

28 2ol Ol bl BV b, e 4
sl ui..-’} ABE @‘{ p\j-—\tﬁ\

) 7S 5l e - 28b o2y )y o) oS e
483 o B e 50 13 0)kpd

S oy g 5 wlay s S b oTa)bys

v o w o &
Qp & u’wjﬁ Ak \)3\ ;g..ﬁ Sa) °3\~.:f.~
Sl bl s olal 4 Ll

R g R P Pl




o M dilaio 5 SO b )l 3550 5 )5
land in the area. S
He checks his account balance. S S & \J J‘S b S5z se

Then he calls the owner of the land and | "< ° Ly sl a5 5 o |y S ol
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5. He enquires about the market value of

The owner is swrprised. But because he is
cuwenﬂy short of cash and the oﬁer seems | o C@lse jrap b o) ay » b4 alaans sliiy
fair, he agrees to the sale. AS

A notary draws up the purchase contract. &S ko |y 4y 5 0loyls e slead e 5

Seller and Iouyer sign. Dl g oandig (sl

They shake ’/l&VldS as ’c’aey say gooanye. RS g Cewd L}aﬁ\o-\-—\o- r\{@




6. Oveljoyed, the man runs to the ﬁeld.

He has memorized the spot where the treasure

is hidden.
He digs.

He retrieves the treasure from the field, which
is now his ﬁeld.

Saﬁsﬁed, he carries his treasure home ﬁ‘om his

field.
His account is now empty.

But the value of the treasure exceeds the
pwchase price of the ﬁe ld many times over.

He has made ends meet.
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7. Jesus tells a s.tmtlar story much more succinctly, but ol oy s o5t oloh Gds Lol « 5 ob§ s 7
in exactly the same way. S L
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The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a o | * P
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went and sold all that he had and bought the field. g p 5 2 b3 5 ko ol b ) o e
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8. This pava/ole seems to have been a
comp lete failwe for] esus.

In tse [f tt s d@ﬁ?icul‘c to ﬁ[‘cer a statement
about the kingdom of heaven out of Lt.

But here in chaptev 13 there are several

para’o les about the kingdom of heaven,
L.e. about the k'mg—dom of God.

Matthew has created a kingdom of
heaven cange fov us here.

There are obvious ly many aspects to the

topic of God's reign.
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9. In order to understand the pavalo le of the treasure
in the ﬁeld, we need the next story.

The pava/o le of the pearl of great price:

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant

seeking goodly pearls, and when he found one pearl

of great price, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it. (Matthew 13:45)

As a child, 1 thought to myse[f:

How s'LUy, now he has a beau’ciﬁ/d pearl, perhaps the
most Ioeautiﬁd in the world.

But Lf he gave every’ching, he had for Lt

now he can't Iouy any’ching to eat. He no [ongev has a
house. Nothing.

1 didn't understand the value of the pearl.
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10. Today, as an adult, the two stories tell me all sorts
of things.

About us here and about the kingdom of heaven:
You can search long and hard for it.
Ask here and ask there.
Try out one Veligious oﬂeving or another.

Nibble around the market of Veligious possibiﬁ’cies,
taste evevything.

You can travel tivelessly to ﬁna“y ﬁnd the kingdom of

God.

One day you will get there.
But you can stumble upon it on chance,

without ’naving anything to do with the kingdom of
heaven.
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1. In one way or another, we are all i derlye o lslae ol

’/161’6 have come aCrosSsS H’I@ message

of the happy reign of God. £

Some have had to search long and I 2 L;YJL Sde Sy bl ol )5 Cabs
hard. S g el p 3N L

Others have more or less stumbled LY o.)j.) e x o) A O ? OL‘<~~°
across L.

Both have their jus’cﬁcaﬁon.

Neither is worth more or less.
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12. Jesus does not explain why one 5K Samy 4 725 gue )Y

person only finds it after along [ | o)y e GYsb (S 31 L
search and the other finds .S

some’ch'mg on a short walk.
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13. To discover the reign of God in the
world, in our life among us (s deﬁnite ly a
treasure.

It is not the spirit of the age that rules.
Mammon does not rule.

Nor do those who act as f ’chey have

every‘ching wnder control and us in their

hands :

Nov do constraints rule among us,

although some peop le think they do.
Rather, God rules.
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14. We do not live somewhere and somehow. S 3l e 4 59t 4y Bl 3l .14
As Ioapﬁzed people, we ahfeady live in the o jﬁ,‘, ge &L ) f‘&“ j 253 Slazs, Srond

kingdom of God. (‘5@ ; .
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] couldn't understand this radical c’aange Of JK 3\) j\,\g\ (,,.‘p S Of~\ f"‘""\f ch @ 5 D

perspective as a child.

1 don't think children need to be told these
stories either.
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15. But we adults can easi[y understand
what can be involved in this change of
perspective, because anyone who has
been in the world a little [ongev has
ahready exper'tenced moments like this,
where the value is reversed:

Aﬁer a serious illness, health takes on a
highev value than in times when you
don't even notice your own Ioody
because it works the way we think we
are entitled to.
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16. 1 sometimes only realize the value of a S Pyt (P dagie ilelas b e ) @\{.16
relationship when 1 say goodbye. And over time, [ - SRR g Sl ety )| f\f ), S s
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weighs me down is always outweighed on the
trust that 1 am in God's hands at every moment. e S e Lgéﬁ b e 5 5y 5 s g} &.\
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When the bread 1 eat at bveakfast in the form of

avoll or here in church as a wafer makes me

happy and gra’tefutl because 1 am ﬁlled every day. f“”‘“ ey )y ded PR 315,03
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17. This is the reign of God in my life: When 1 eat

’coge‘cher with others and even the simp lest meal

becomes a celebration. Here in church or in any
other place.

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, the
kingdom of heaven is like a pearl, says Jesus.

It is often a matter of losing, then seeking, then
ﬁnding, but here it is:

Nothing is lost and whether we do not seek and
find, like the treasure, or seek and finally find, like
the peaﬂ, in the end there is gain t’mrough the
message of the cross. Christ has redeemed us. We
are in His kingdom t’mrough fai’th alone. With this
we have Ioought the ﬁeld.
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18. And each of us was given this
treasure at our Ioaptism.

How we have perceived and found tt s

d @ﬁcerent

But there is not one, not a s'mg[e one, fov
whom it is not Veady.

And those who ﬁnd tt are guaranteed
eternal life in the kingdom of heaven.

For this, praise and glovy be to God fov

ever and ever.

Amen!
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