Exodus 20

1.Tl’l€n GOO[ S]OO’KQ au these WOVO[SI

2.l am the Lord your G od, who has
Iorought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of s[avery.

3.“You shall have no other gods before Me.
4-“You shall not make for yourself any
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of what is in heaven above or on the earth §7 U”Jf L3 \"“’J dﬁg 7 "w L3 \""’°
beneath or in the water under the earth P Jf ;,‘_4 u,o ;,\,J L3 55 (&

las an o’ojec’c to worship].

idol, or any likeness (form, manifestaﬁon)




7.“You shall not take the name of the
Lord your God in vain [that is,
'mreverenﬂy, In fa[se aﬁqrmaﬁons or in
ways that Impugn the character of Godl;
for the Lord will not hold guilﬂess nor

leave unpunished the one who takes His

name in vain [disvegarding its reverence

and its power].

8.“Remember the Sabbath (seventh) day
to keep it ho ly (set apart, dedicated to
God).




12.“Honor (respect, obey, care for) your father L}g VLQ\, J jLJ & V\.,a 3 J\; r 5\

and your mother, so that your days may be

prolonged in the land the Lord your God gives J/S‘ Vua” Lﬁf 2 J
you e Y13

13.“You shall not commit murder
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14.“You shall not commit adultery.
15.“You shall not steal L3 j-:@ V.15

16.“You shall not testify falsely g jj ;3\/@,; Sy J& 3316

17.“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; i3y
you shall not covet your neigh]oor’s wife, or his 17
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or 5 i\,u: Y 9« ’o:\.é Y IK J..: J.s
his donkey, or anyt.hing tlftft’c be[ongs to your « u\.» J'A/ 2, BE yj c 0)\?:
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1 Peter 4

7.The end and culmination of all ’c’aings
LS near. T’aerefove, be sound-minded and

se [f—con’cro“ed fov the purpose of prayer

8. Above all, have fewent and unfai[ing

love for one another, because love covers
a multitude of Sins

9.Be hosp itable to one another without
comp laint.




10.Just as each one of you has received a
specia[ gift emp [oy It in serving one
another as good stewards of God’s
mult i—faceted grace

11.Whoever speaks is to do so as one who
speaks the oracles of God. Whoever
serves is to do so as one who serves on
the shrength which God supplies, so that
in all things God may be glov'gfied
through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs
the glovy and dominion fovevev and
ever. Amen.
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Sermon for 29 September 2024 by

Farzin Eslamdoust on 1 Peter 4, 7-11
IN the Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven

Dear congregaﬁon.’

1. In my sermon today, 1 would like to deal with
verses 7 to 11 of the 4th chapter of the ﬁrst
letter of Peter and share my though‘cs and

views with you. In my opinion, verse 7 is the

most important in this passage. “The end of

the world is near.” For many, this sentence
migh’c seem somewhat illogical. Especiaﬂy now
that we live in the 21st century and in a world

fu“ of scienﬂﬁc and techno logica[ advances.
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2. Almost all Veligions have spoken

of the end of life on earth and the L L&l 3 O%3 u'@y\ Je sl
Day of]udgement But we still see § Yq35 8 5 jY\ e 5L (;\ Sy b
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prepare to live on other planets. 2




3. 1would like to look at this sentence
“The end of the world is near” from a
d'gﬁferen‘c perspective and point out that
the life we live today will never be
Vepeated again. Seconds, minutes and
days pass quickly and the date 29
Sep’cem’oer 2024 1S only given to us once
on God. Apart ﬁ'om when the end of
the earth will be, we only ever have a
limited amount of time to use God's

gifts.

‘*’\r" '5) oda )l o 550 -3
J}Muﬂ b plall
qJ L ol &g (] oLy

S e 88 pedl s

oly) Liserg g 2024 & 29 @u\j

a1y 5,0 Y] AR




4. “The end of the world is near”
can even mean that no’cln'mg S
stable and permanent. Sorrows
and Joys, hardships and successes,
friendships and enmities ...
evevything will end one day. As the
world around us changes daily due
to science and techno logy, our
bodies are also changing, growing
and passing away every moment.
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5. There are many fac’cors that have a
positive or negative impact on our
personal and social lives. But experience
shows us all that none of these fac’cors
are permanent. So we should make sure
that desp ite all these changes we use our

faith to stveng’chen our divine soul. On[y
faith in Jesus Christ and his infmnite love
gives us energy and s‘ufength in all these

transient moments of l@fe: the be[ief that
Jesus Christ is always with us and

among us to protect us.
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6. lfwe look at Peter's sentence ﬁfom ”hl s wfb A Jl JXQ

this perspective, we may ﬁnd it easter to S Qﬁi g Jesd pl S | A b
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future lives that matches the talents iyl e o o d Ll A sl o,
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7. Peter teaches us that we should be pmden’c
and sober when we pray. Prayer is one of the
princip les of Christian l'gce. The importance of
prayer increases when we consider that we do
not have much time. We also know that the

desires of our hearts are ﬁtlﬁlled on the power

of God. So we need to be pmden’c and know

what we want from God and why we want it.

Is what we say today in the form of a prayer

VeaUy our best and most important desire? ]f

the world ceased to exist today, would we not

have a more important request with which to
ask Jesus Christ in our prayers?
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8. We know that Chvisﬁanity means
love. The love with which God sent

His only Son to earth to fovgive our

sins. Peter reminds us that our love
for one another should not

diminish, because love leads to the

forgiveness of sins. The end of the
world is near and in my opinion,

noth'mg in our short lives can Ior'mg
peop le more peace of mind and

happ iness than love.
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9. When we love others, we have enough % Lﬁ& Lo Ly <Qy’>m - bas -9
energy for the whole day and beyond. L}\c ) oda Lo . o) Jlobo ):—wd 235\l

Love is universal and not limited to AU-J M J& s 3!

church people, family or friends. We can |
also be kind to animals. We can be kind C ol dﬁi O \"& SBaol
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10. Nowadays, many pro’olems such as
stress at work, ﬁnancial pro’o[ems and also
social media cause ﬁriends to visit each
other less oﬁen. But St. Peter reminds us to
welcome one another with hosp itality. We
don't have much time to enjoy Ioeing
’cogether, talk'mg to each other and

ca’cching up on each other's situations. The

reason for the decline of such meetings (s
sometimes that we only talk about
problems and diﬁficulﬁes when we meet
with others. Therefove, there is no

motivation to repeat these meetings.
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1. How good it would be gC we s’copped
comp [aining at our parties with ﬁriends.
Let's talk about our Joys and successes,
about the Iolessings God has given us,
let's talk about the pmblems that have
been solved. This could be one of the
good and Vevi’calizing things that become
possible for us through our faith in Jesus
Christ. lfwe do this, we will enjoy our
time ’cogether and the name of God will

be glovified
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12. God has given us all talents and
abilities that we can use to serve
others. Peter says that we should use
our abilities to serve one another.
This service is not Just about he[p ing
peop le in the church. We can use
our abilities in our daily lives to help
others. 1s there anyone n the church

who thinks that God has not given
them a talent?
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13. Sometimes people think that giﬂ means
only the a’oi[ify to do Something pracﬁcal,
like repatring, cleaning, cook'mg, making
music, etc. But 1 am convinced that there

are many peop le among us who are good at

praying. There are peop le who can lnelp
others to learn German. Peop le who can
teach others German laws so that a
migrant can integrate more quick[y into
German society. Older peop le can tell

young peop le about their [ife experiences.

Young people can he[p older peop le with
shopp Ing, etc.

x5 dagl 1 el sy LI o (313
wa e J«F;&w ALl e 3)aall Loz
Loy ¢ sl Josnids uéH gl
mwu o S Juu\,\w\wﬁ A
o,\c\.wom.ﬁ Lol e 3Mall gz
el ol LAY 2all (Luu\cdfy
ui"u""“’w sl Yl f*\"“mi‘
d\w 6; @J‘{‘\cf“’cu“\’y\u”f\@i
) e W g ol LS S
3 o S el 5Y 0 uicmr\"
3 Al Loy ¢ g gl




14. This means that everyone can g[ovify
the name of God by serving others
‘clfnfough their abilities. 1 believe that
Jesus Christ, ’chrough the Ho ly Spirit,
enables us to discover our abilities and
use them to help others. ]fwe want to
make our world more Ioeauﬁﬁ/d and
better, we should ﬁnd a way through
love, prayer, service and h05p 'L‘cali’cy SO
that our faith becomes stronger and the
name of God is gloriﬁed. Amen!
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