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19.1ch soll verkiinden ein

Gnadevy’ ahr des Herrn."

20.Er rollte das Buch zusammen,

galo es dem Synagogendiener
zuriick und setzte sich. Alle in
der Synagoge sahen ihn

erwartungsvou an.

21."Heute ist dieses Schviﬁwort,
das ihr eben gehért habt, in

Evﬁlﬂung gegangen', ﬁng er an.

el |y siylas il Sl 5,19
«.f:\-é

4 9z 98 ) Jlesk .20
sz.szﬁw@rs\»

gy Ax>-9d (ol 9l 4 w{

g0 :35)'\'97 O K121
p S ol & oK carsg ol
Chrdg JE aslr caysly 4




Kreuzkirche Bremerhaven, Lector Stoffers

Sermon for the 5th Sunday after Trinity 30
June 2024 on 1 Cor 16:14 (annual motto)

Dear congregation,

1. What don't you do when you're in love? In
1968, a young woman from New Zealand
named Kim came up with the idea of giving her
ﬁancé Roberto a small drawing every day with
a saying that began with the words "Love is ...".
She had no idea what she had started. Her
ﬁancé and ﬁA‘cwe husband was not only
thrilled. He also though’c that this idea might
also be suitable for pu’olicaﬁon In a da'dy
newspaper.
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2. So he sent a stack of these little dvawings
to an American newspaper, which pu’olis hed
one of them fov the ﬁrst time on Valentine's
Day in1970. This started a triumphal
procession around the world that continues
to this day. Several dai[y newspapers around
the world - 'mcluding amajor daily
newspaper in Germany - Ioegan printing
them daily In many diﬂ?erent lan—guages.
Roberto, to whom these love greetings were
addressed, died early in 1976, but Kim
continued to draw, later supported on other
illustra-tors. Kim has also died in the
meantime, but the idea lives on.
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3. There are now said to be over 8,000
draw Ings with diﬂ%ren’c sayngs - but
probably no one can say for sure.
Here is a small selection. "Love is ...

the way you hold me in your arms.

Love is ... Ioeing grateﬁd for every day

you can spend toge’chev. Love is ...
giving each other shfength. Love is ...
when an argument never lasts [ong.
Love is ... when everything seems sky-

blue even on gray days."
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4. What origina”y Vefewed so[ely

to love as a coup le was later
extended to the family and to
ﬁriends hips and human

interaction in general: "Love is ...

malfeing the peop le you love

’nappy. Love is ... caring. Love is ...

ho lding on to pvecious
moments."
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5. What don't you do when love is
missing? The letter that Paul writes to
the church in Corinth is on Nno means

Just about loving one another. There are
divisions in the church because other
missionaries have come zycter Paul and
some now stick to Paul, others to Apo“os
and still others to Ce—phas. There are
arguments about questions of l'gfe,
whether one should marry or remain

unmarried, whether one should kee}o the

Jewish dietary laws.
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6. Tensions arose between rich and poor
at the worship meetings about whether
to spealf{ In tongues and whether women
should be allowed to speak in the church
meeting. When you read Paul's
admonitions, you get the Impression
that things must have been pretty Vough.
From the very be-ginning, there was
"human interaction" in the church, and
this is still the case ‘coday. That is why
Paul exhorts the church to treat each
other with lo-ve.
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7. 1t isnot only in the greetings at the
end of the letter that he speaks about
love; even before that, in chapter 13, he
lauds love, which has become known as
"The Song of Songs" and ends with the
words: "Now fai’ch, hope and love
remain, these three, but love is the
greatest of these." (1 Cor1313) The
mention of love is necessary precisely
because love cannot be taken for
gvan’ced. Life in the church in Corinth
was not pavadise, and Paul knows this

very well.
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8. That is why his speeches about
love are not "fair-weather speeches”
or "Sunday sermons" that have
noth'mg to do with everyday life.
Nowhere in this world does l'gfe

consist only of love. That is the bitter
Veali’cy. But that is precisely why we

have to talk about love, and not on[y
that: love has to be fough‘c for,
stmggled for. It is never simp ly

there, except when you are in lo-ve.
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10. Jesus and Paul give good
examp les of how love is not all
this. Jesus speaks to the
consclence of the rulers of His
time. He angrily throws the
money changers out of the
temp le. He accuses those who act
super-plous on the outside of
hypocrisy. And, as we have
alveady heard, Paul relent- lessly

names the abuses in Corinth.
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11. Sometimes we have to argue about the
best way to put love into prac-tice. And
there can even be comp[ica‘ced situations
in which dﬁeving 0-pinions remain. We
have seen this in the last two years in the
dispu’ce over arms deliveries to Ukraine
(yes or no?). It is about caring for nature
and the livelihoods of futwe
generations. What serves peop le best
and is the best expression of love and
charity S ravely very clear. Not only In

poli‘cics and public life.
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12. Also priva‘cely, in the family: what
serves the children best? Move ﬁfee-
dom or setting boundaries? How can
1 best support my elderly parents?
One person will always think one
th'mg S V'Lght and another somethmg
else. 1t can even happen that you have
to defend yourse lf against the
accusati-on of being unloving, even
though you have tried everything fov
the best. We remain respons ible for
love.
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13. Love can transform everything. There is
apoem on an unknown author that says:
"Duty without love makes you morose.
Justice without love makes hard. Truth
without love makes you addicted to
criticism. Possessi-on without love makes
you stingy. Faith without love makes you
fanatical." Love is not something separate
and individual that stands in opposition to
all other things. Rather, love is something
that can be added to all th'mgs - or be
missing ﬁrom them. And depending on this,

one and the same ’ch'mg LS ‘cvansformed.
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14. Even something as good as faitlft
becomes fanatical without love, needs
love in order to be tvansfovmed into
generosity and goodness In evevyday life.
This is what is meant by "Let all that you
do be done in love". 1t doesn't matter
what our everyday [ife looks like:
Whether we live alone or as a coup le or
In a fami[y, whether we are in love or
annoyed, whether we have a J ob with
peop le ov one at the workbench, whether
we are old or y-oung, whether we live in
the city or in the country.
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15. It is not about doing
somet’aing speciﬁc. It is about
do ng what deter-mines our
everyday lives, the many tasks
and little things, with love and
allow ng them to be ‘cvansformed
as a result. Love is the bond that
connects us with God and all
peop le. Love can hransform the
world.
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16. This watchword for the year
2024 has now accompanied us
for six months. Another six
months is now an opportunity to
let love ‘Uransform us every day.
This is good, especially on dull
days that don't shine anyway,
but are made to shine on love.
Tlmrough the love that God gives.

Amen!
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