Glaubensbekenntnis

Faith
The ﬁrst article
Of creation

1 believe in God the heaven[y Father .... G [ory be to Him ...
Creator of heaven and earth.

What is this ....

1 believe that God has made me and made all creatures have
eyes, ears, feet, and all the members of the mind, senses, body,
and soul, which we still maintain

In addition to clothes, shoes, food, drink, home, yard, wife,
children, field, cattle

And all the goods with evevyth'mg necessary for ['gfe.

And my fai’ch in God is the one who protects me ﬁrom all evils
and preserves me and has mercy on me and 1 vesort to Him in
every danger, and 1 a[ways thank God Almighty for all His
goodness and Iolessings upon me, and 1 will commit to

obeying Him and [ovmg Him and praying to Him
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Sermon Thanksgiving 6 October 2024
Dear congregation!

1. Thanksgiving 2024: Like every year, indeed
like every day, we have many reasons to give
thanks. n the beauﬁful conversation with the
crow, we heard about the power that lies in
giving thanks. And yet, as important as giving
thanks is to me, my though‘cs these days are
more of an autumnal nature. Summer is over,
the weather is mixed, sun and rain alternate.
The wind is caus Ing more and more leaves to
fa“ ﬁrom the trees. Autumnal conditions are
also dominaﬁng poliﬁcs and soclety.
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2. 1 sense a rather hysterica[ mood 633 @ GI—E C\J‘. ) 2
in our country. A look back. An u’wj 3 d\)xwl BB L3 ey
Islamist assassin in Solingen kills G e C3g L3 uo\.&“’f\ AN

three people shortly before state 3% | Lol 3 LY ) el

elections in eastern Germany. A
\’ \~° W ’-\M\.G g/.ajv\s
storm breaks out against so- ~called ST ol S

illegal migrants and stricter laws (; e s wﬁ “33 Mf“&
are passed in no time at all to stop d\’ p Lﬁ"' Al o JS U*’Jﬂ BUC!
new refugees coming to Germany. LT ) e M g gl
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3. The result of this hysteria: in the ' S M &

state elections in eastern Germany, J”af ¥ Ll S 3 LY j{

the democratic parties do not gain | jﬂ de e db) el Ol YN
more votes by adapting to the i) gs - u;&i\ BV-JUO C)\yagﬁ\
positions of the AfD, but rather G L Ll e o bl g

lose support. And the refugees are i . -
AP fug S ablay oW 3L o3y 24
now simply arriving mn our country
by other routes than where there u‘j s S Aoz @)L D \‘3\)‘
are stricter controls. A short time SUTRRPYY | po J{ 3@ \.({.9 Ao o3

later. jw wj




4. The “Ampel” coalition government has
not cut a good ﬁgwe for some time now.
Itis dﬁcul’c to reach compromises
between parties with w'tdely divevgent
positions. Poor election results are
orcing the individual coalition parties to
sharpen their own pvoﬁles and show
even less consideration fov each other.
The result: everyone gmmlo les at the

government. Would a grand coalition
between the CDU and SPD make
everything better?
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5. Recenﬂy in the community center of our
church. A German community group in
conversation. Here, too, peop le are
comp lain'mg about the German
government. In another room in the
community center, there is a meeting of

Afghans. Anette says in the German group:
the Afghans would thank God on their
knees gC they had a government like ours

and could live like us in ﬁreedom,
prosperity and security desp ite all the

problems!
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6.1 believe that the wind of change S
Iolow'mg ‘clmrough our world and our
country. One era is coming to an
end, a new era has Ioegun and we do
not yet lknow where it will lead. But
as Christians, we know who is
Iolowing on us with the wind of
change and is cuwenﬂy Vebuilding
our world: our a[mighty Father. We
should and may entrust ourselves to
Him in these challenging times.
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7. We can also complain to him LGl J° 4 Jg‘“ Og\ \j@;\ \*& v
about the familiar world that isjust § ) .5503! (iw\j\ gIEs 2 TUIR

saying goodbye and the new, by no u‘%b i Re Jﬁ 3,“.3.\ N 2

means Just better times that have | |
begun. God bears the responsibility Al <l 09N uw\ﬁ\ uw\)J\

for this, not the refugees who want As j§> Y, S 3 £ Lol

to come to Germany in their 5 u{j}j 5 ‘)jjl u)
distress, nor the government, even ;

if it could certainly - like all of us - f\'w O bty Lo J‘{U\’
do some things better. : j& ‘_}c 9\7‘1})




8. God is our anchor in these changing s ;Y\ RV Lg Ll JORpY- &) .8
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Germany only for Germans? Our

prosperity secure? Climate change only Sa J{ S J}T C)K" L} 'C\:.l\ Prr ?QﬁT
elsewhere? All that was yes‘cerday. We dj C)\Lé N J.w C)Q & w:“ K

have to accept the times God is send'mg
us today. And we have to learn to live "a’{ (‘L”‘ O\ \“”k’ﬁ (" J"S U w“'“f

with uncertainty. The migrants among 09 f\@l " JY) Y u“’—j P - B

us know no other way to live their lives u‘ \M&& . M\ - A yl ("‘f\'& Lu
than with uncertainty. We locals have to )

learn it again. S By A (L*‘ ¥} J-J-;\ QKJ\
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9. The apostle James warned us 2000

years ago not to trust our own desires \1@\ SAL C)EMJ" ;JK% S\"“J L3 | U
and ideas: “Now to you who say, Today { Ziyae ) \3e | . ol 3l L) oy 5Ll

or tomorrow we will go to such and such TL‘J\J ‘f\c sl sl ¢\:5~:S\ Sy | —\55 135S
a city. We will stay there fov a year, do

business and make aproﬁt’, but you do L s NIUEN tj (359 4 J\ﬁ sl

not know what tomorrow will bring. ... f§ s < Y| PRV RN R C I VRO | Y dL..,u

Say instead, ']fthe Lovd wills, we will live 4 j‘,.,‘,) " _j \5 3 | J”MU ke

and do this and that.” (James 413, 14a
el ST T4l (15 14 1
15) 1 believe that with God we can also . - NS (15 3

endure, bear and shape uncertain times. "’\3 pl s> LK"“J J*é ¢ J“’é
After all, He is at our side. Lol a4l 4 el




10. What attitudes to life do we need in
these challenging times? 1 will quote
one of my current favorite Bible
passages: ‘Be vigilant, fum in the faith,
courageous and strong!” (1 Corinthians
1613) We need a calm, level-headed

heart. Not one that ﬂu‘t’cers to and ﬁfo
in this wind of change. We don't need a
heart that blames this one or that one
fov the fac’c that [ife LS NO longer as it
used to be, when evevything was

supposedly better.
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1. We need a heart that is grounded ‘)& Jgﬁ b 1) el u; 11

in God, that c[ings to Him, that
works ’chmugh the uncertainties and Q\"y poc - J“\'*"’J g Sl 0\

fears of life with Him in prayer Yy 3l 3 4 L1 e 2l
instead of making l'gCe diﬁqcul’c for A j} e J& W o\,; &} u”

our erow human Ioeings with our
own fears. We must remember that J{

every person has dignity before God, \"“\“J e u"‘” A g’\” ‘u/{ J
Just as we do, and behave wa‘ UY 559 V\S.\S G g O j,m u\

accovdingly. Even now, we should
walk a shfaigh’c pa‘ch n modes’cy.
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12. We should not put ourselves and our aold g/\,,\‘>\_»>\j Sl ukg ij N .12

own needs at the center when all around us , 9
2 2l s Wle e cliad s Se Leuse
parts of our world are in danger of sinking = S B DI 3§

into war, overheaﬂng, ﬂooding and LstL‘{'\S J u\;\.@uﬂ d"ﬁ"“‘sﬁ u}
dictatorial violence. Humility is the order of L W\a ¢ jj | sl rw 9B Co jj o)

the day for those of us in the middle class VAR e jl ﬁ\o L ) u‘-“l w:

who have lived a fairly privi[eged life In our A PR ék L3 uy r“\“ A cdes jl

WOV[O[ up to now. We have caused many Of

the pro’o[ems that are knocking on our <.5J J{ Ladl J el c3 w b s
door today. Sewing others who are worse r.xé ('@'\' u» f jJ s 3,3 \»\.s @ Jla.:

off is the order of the day today, not u“’j y C‘, 9 3 A u \ o F}J

defending our own small prosperity from
Y RUE
others by force if necessary. T O sl sy 2 o




13. 1f T have looked at us natives with
this critical eye, | would like to say
something else to the migrants among
us. You are used to uncertainty and
that you can on[y live with it with God. 1
would also like to call out to you: “Be
vigilan‘c, furm n your fai’ch, courageous
and strong!” (1 Cor. 16:13) 1 am not
trying to protect you ﬁom
Inappropriate sebgconﬁdence, but to

encowage you to have more conﬁdence

n yourse[ves and in God.
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14. 1 know that mgmh.on mea.ns a lot of oy :i:S S\ g OJ_,:@S\ &\ (kp\ 14
stress, and not Just in the ﬁrst few N

months. And sometimes you are tired "\U‘O‘S J@“'“y L3 Loz J“’*S 9 ¢ jjj
and discowfaged on the many changes LL,Y v&j\) X \)\‘o &j

and challenges. ] say to you with Peter:
“You only have to suﬁCeV for a short time. J | O LJ&J 3 UJ

Then God will lift you up again and é Y VU& \.o U'“Jb Cf g Jjﬂ
shfengthen you, give you power and give
ot N
you stability.” (1 Peter 5:10cde) God VL}Q’ > VL}Q’ > Mﬂ
wants to support and strengthen us, He ) ) (10 :5 P Jb 1) «. .’L\mj
will give you and all of us strength and A\cwb ; 533\ | x L L:j.o.: QQ\

couvage.




15. Have courage in your partnership Of—&\) BNVl 3 acloeidy J_; .15

and family, n your education and

career. Even if your individual life j"’ “—*"K 35 5> J“*A ‘-"’J -

situations are very diﬂ%rent, 1 would J j3 3) | el dalez a\, A jﬂ-\ S L>
like to say to you the words that the

prophetjeremiah gave to his feﬂow 9\,&[ \'w Lﬁ"s \.@J\a UJ u\(@ g

countrymen in exile in Ba’oylon: “Build G \j,a | JJ\J L3 ua.l @ A.L
h d settle in them. Plant
ouses and settle in them. Plan jK) ‘L | Z’JJ ,\H i

gardens and eat what grows there!
Marry and beget sons and daughters! |y 2 9 9\»’ 3 72 ) ¥ | 2la e

And you will live in peace.” (Jeremiah (7-6-5 :29 \M ) « w
29, 5-6a.7d) i O




16. And one more thing 1 would like ;J A Bl Jjg Jﬁ\ﬁ 16
to call out to you, the migrants, with \j}{ 9093 QL\L» Ll jﬂ C < f\@l

the words of Solomon: “Eat your S 355 C a é? | ), CJ_Q, ?J"

bread with gladness and drink your Jow }} =B, Y| J{ LB .3\.3.0}! ol

wine with ] oy.’ A[ways wear fesﬁve

clothes and do not spare ﬁagvan’c oil ! -4J’-“ u\“ )4’1\ w)\ (\v\”w-“\:’
on your hair! Enjoy life with the daa\,g LS &J 39\ C 5L C_c—“‘
woman you love! So spend all the ‘| ! 6‘5 15 JS VLL.> &’\"\ J{

days of your ﬁeet'mg l'gfe that God )
gives you under the sun.” « 79 O\“L’“ dxsler) J““"‘S e

(Ecclesiastes 9:7a, 8, 9ab) (98




17. Perhaps migrants sometimes 2 \:\.o;‘ )9 ﬁ\.@l\ groth < 17
lack sebc-conﬁdence, the courage N s\L| M\J ‘ ‘,@u\j |y a2l

to put down roots, work hard and < AL, ol
’ : - LV
enjoy life. And perhaps native S jS Sy SR J

Germans from the middle class gl L) e u‘“\;\ HU

have more of a need to catch up n Ledes 4 3\.43\ m.k AR Vs J«.ﬂ\
m.o.desty and humili’cy %nd.’che J 53 u\c 5, -«\-05\3 Cf\fm j&\ OL“
ability to accept uncertain times s A s T el bl

with trust in God without whining | ©2° & & & 4 % "=

and complaining. tﬁﬁi""j\ﬁ il




18. Perhaps these are also more
diﬂ%rences n type and the fo“owing
appﬁes to all of us: befove God, we need
both: the courage to build up our lives,
but also the courage to let go and to
embrace new things ﬁrom God. Winds of
change. Uncertain times. The A[migh’cy
S mﬁng and changing the world Vigh’c
now. He expects us sinners to suﬂer the
consequences of our actions and yet does

us undeserved good aga'm and aga'm.

We must let go and may build up,
depending on our life sttuation.
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19. At the end of this sermon on
Thanksgiving, 1 would like to
conclude with a word that God said
to the prophet Jeremiah. God says to
him and to us in relation to the
storms we will face: “They will come

against you, but they cannot 6 g}y kﬂw\f* )9 J.«\B-s Y &U&

overcome you. For | Wl“ St&ﬂd ’0}/ " 5 )

you, | will protect you, 1, the Lord.”
(Jeremiah 15:20bcd) Amen! -(20 15
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