Introduction to Matthew 14:22-33

1. Jesus travels with His disciples through Galilee in
northern Israel. The Sea of Galilee is also located there.
Disciples like Peter are used to fishermen and sailing on
the lake. Again and again, Jesus is on the road with the
disciples on the lake. The Sea of Galilee is not without

danger, there are sudden storms there.

2. In the pantomime of Matthew 14 we hear and see
how the disciples are alone in the storm, Jesus walks on
the water and Peter threatens to sink in the water. This
biblical text is also the basis of Farzin's sermon. It is
held in Farsi and projected on the wall in German and

Ukrainian.
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MATTHEW 14: 22-33
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22. Immediately He directed the
disciples to get into the boat and go

ahead of Him to the other side [of the | *| Dg_m)u g \ ua 27
Sea of Galilee], while He sent the O & 5)5 J

crowds away. [Mark 6:45-52; John )—*’J‘ gsj‘ °j34-*-‘“j 4-\-&»5‘ \jﬁom
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23. After He had dismissed the crowds,

He went up on the mountain by Himself | < &j&‘ u)m e j23

to pray. When i1t was evening, He was -~
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24. But the boat [by this time] was already

a long distance from land, T /\SS ‘ LA\
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tossed and battered by the waves; for the L_U ;u 524
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25. And in the fourth watch of the night

(3:00-6:00 a.m.) Jesus came to them, @‘JM @J'@J‘ 525

walking on the sea. [Mark 6:48; John 'J;J‘ ‘-AQ Ll S %’@_d‘
6:19] LSL: Lila A.mM\ > \ Lda26
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26. When the disciples saw Him walking ' 2 (el y‘ ;a.dd
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on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It o3 .«

IS a ghost!”” And they cried out In fear.



27. But immediately He spoke to )‘4\-"' & usj55327
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them, saying, “Take courage, itis | ¢/ (&5 Y Gl [} gzaiilyy
I! Do not be afraid!” [Ex 3:14] > J&

28. Peter replied to Him, “Lord, if }J» ""“'55 UU‘L” /\';\'528}%
It is [really] You, command me to u‘ @)—d ‘ﬁ il &S u‘ ¢l

come to You on the water.” « g\_Aj\ uj; d_,j\ @\

29. He said, “Come!” So Peter got v
out of the boat, and walked on the UUL” dJ—‘S «d\-’“» :Jed?9

water and came toward Jesus. ¢\.AJ\ ujp cms.ud\ (e
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30. But when he saw [the effects of] the

wind, he was frightened, and he began to JU Cald 25_1& C‘JM st \_Aj ugjj

cujh)) ).\BCJ.».A cd)su \JJJ\

31. Immediately Jesus extended His hand «! Lr\;a

and caught him, saying to him, “O you of 4 3\ =\5 XY ’a 5 3A d\éj\ @531
little faith, why did you doubt?” \g\_,d/ ; uu;y\ dJa Ly d\a 3

sink, and he cried out, “Lord, save me!”

32. And when they got into the boat, the LTSS
wind ceased. > jﬂ cio, 3] MAS Wl 532

33. Then those in the boat worshiped ‘U ) s 35 jf\A A58l e u—*ﬂ\ 333
Him [with awe-inspired reverence], «'4”‘ u—*‘ il Mh» UJMS
saying, “Truly You are the Son of God!”




Conversation In the service:
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How did Jesus help me
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Farzin Eslamdoust

Dear congregation, paiaall (5 3 e

: . 1. 5o . 2y G2
1. I have chosen Matthew 14:22-33 for my sermon today. o8 'V‘ﬁj‘ u“L“;J‘J 33-22 114 Fe & 5l 1

In these verses, Jesus Christ shows us how we can . i
e _ Wilay) § s o) WiSay (S \ Wl . LY
strengthen our faith in trouble and how He helps us in i 2 S sl @ gan W Cp S

these situations. We live in the technological age. This is
probably the reason why we sometimes forget God
among us. But if we understand these verses well, we
will be reminded that our Lord has never forgotten us in
trouble and is always with us and among us.
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2. We have all experienced a lot of hopelessness I e mmdu m \A)J-A el 2
and disappointments in our lives that feel like a A er\j uh; uﬁ dA‘g\ u\_u;) w\_,j\

storm at sea. Financial problems, emigration, war, J*@J‘ M_J\.,d\ JSLidll | el ‘_,’A 49, e

climate change, problems in personal life. But if we slaall uﬁ JSUia ccb.d\ PN qu;J\

honestly research our past, we also see that a u,j dm Lty \A\ uﬁj w‘
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tinue living. Perh times the paths that M\SLAU Sal] Al juaﬂ_m

continue living. Per aPs sometimes ePa s tha u\-by‘ uﬁ Liela] u-d‘ ubw‘

lay ahead of us were different from our wishes and r \..u\.zﬂj.aj \__,J\_J‘;J Ce aalia o
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strong and wonderful force has always helped and

saved us so that we could get up again and

expectations. But | am convinced that it is always

best the way God plans it, even if it doesn't look Al 8 UK gad ?j o S Al

like it at the beginning.




3. The words of our sermon text were for me at first
like other miracles of Jesus. But when | thought 85 Sl U‘ ( :SJJ\ ¢ E“c‘ ;SS L

about it more deeply, | realized that you can \-GSJL"“‘ u\ Jj‘j L@LMJS\ US““
discover new insights that | want to share with you ;,j__éj\ L U‘ gj\ “Jjj) ?jm eSM

today. That's why | would like to highlight certain L:_QM\ g_\_m; L:—d‘ d,q;l\ g LX L.;C

sentences that particularly appealed to me. " &}uu ulL: d\éj‘ L.éﬁ" ua\A dS.uu
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the L_;suu M\ \jhm U‘ J.\.AM\ B
boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, R J;Y\ UJ\AJ\ é\ oJ\-ﬂM d.\lc

while he dismissed the crowd.” (Matthew 14:22) jAéj‘ 8y u‘ 9 J‘J\A" )4;_\]\
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4. In our lives, there are always paths ahead of us | agixd ) jlea Ladla Wil @ aal g 4
that we think we can master on our own, with the ar—\-um G\AJJSAA \.@4)\3\ qu— UJJJ\A Ll

help of our experiences or our strength. The U‘ \-“j “JJJ’-AM RS \-‘Uﬂ j‘ \-\JJ&
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Jesus knows the future. He wants to make it clear C A:)JALL:J\ UA Su S\;J:Ajl\-d\ dJ;:j{u

to them that a well-known and seemingly simple M\_,jj \JJ_L-A u\_\;Y\ ax uﬁ UJSJ

disciples are known to us as experts in seafaring

and fishing. But the disciples do not know that

path can sometimes be very dangerous. Once e Al ia d; u—°' u_,,\_d\ EA_U u\ J 1l
people have been able to solve a problem, they ) Ll CL\M Ll Oy ety La Llle \“@J's

often forget that we always need God's help to o )—‘-\S uﬁ C\AJJ‘ u.\s;.d vy DJS‘—L».M

succeed. We too often forget to thank God in our M‘J‘J“ L"‘t‘; uﬁl_g”‘ JS'““ L‘)‘ L‘)\—‘Ay\
daily lives and remember that He never left us = S 6 ).u ?j 4 JSA‘“ '35

alone.




5. When | was 18, | moved from my birthplace to
the capital, Tehran, because of my career. That
worked out well and that's why | was sure that
emigrating to Germany would be easy for me,

without thinking about the difficulties that awaited

me. | have worked as a nurse in Iran for more than
15 years and | was not afraid to start this work
again here in this field. But the path to employment

In Germany as a nurse became like a storm for a

seafarer for me.
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6. "We are professionals, why should Jesus be &}w A.m)u 4 S; u\s e 134 "H;M

with us!" is how the disciples thought of Jesus. LS \_A\_M ,,,!aa . \)4\5 Jaald) ¢ 9"!!5
Unfortunately, they were just as wrong as we often LA\P" daa gl Wilis Lg Glle L;LAA

are in our everyday life "Shortly before dawn ..." 25 14 @A) "d-\ﬂ\ u.A M\JJ\ ac Lol
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because they are deep asleep. It is raining heavily ‘hicej\i@jjj:z ﬁ L;@TB€M\
and is very cold. You don't have a car. What do you Celly axy J2at 12l DJM 2l u&_‘j

do then? Of course, you cry out for salvation, as | ¢_ja Al \_\LL-, G pal il cd\al\ daplas g

the disciples did. J.m).d\ J=d LS Lol

(Matthew 14:25 beginning). Imagine it's 3 a.m. You
have a severe toothache. There is no painkiller at

home. You call your friends, but they don't answer




/. This is exactly what happens to us
when hopelessness and disappointments
dominate us. If we can't find a solution. If
there is only darkness. When all roads are

just dead ends. If death could be our

future. Then we cry out: "Help". At that
very moment, our Savior Jesus Christ

comes to help us.
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8. The disciples are in the middle of the lake. When a
boat or ship is in a storm, you lose its location and
navigation, so that it becomes very difficult or impossible
to find the boat or ship again, even with the help of
technology. It happens the same way when someone
has a big problem like a serious illness. Consultations
and medical treatments don't help him either. Because
the affected person loses himself mentally and physically
in the storm of iliness. His ears are unable to listen to the
advice. Because of the stressful situation, his body
rejects the treatments. At that moment, he cries out:
"Dear God, please help me" and wonderful and

iIncredible solutions are found.
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9. A hopeful sentence from an unknown person. A

sudden meeting with another patient who had the

same problems and was treated well and can help
you. A small smile from his child. All these are

escape routes that give us new strength to

continue fighting and to be able to continue living. |

wonder: how did Jesus find his disciples in the
storm, in the middle of the lake, where human
technology would be helpless? Only by calling
them? Why are we ashamed to call Him? Then He
comes to help us with a smile and mercy. He told
His disciples: "Take courage! It's me. Don't be

afraid." (Matthew 14:27)

w@muﬁﬁ‘wf@@\-‘w;m
MSAJ}J.\AJS.MJ‘\A)\.G g JSLEA]) | yud
RPN SR
omhojs\_ukuu_d\uj)@\dﬁ@
Jelal 3Lal) A0a) a5 JU) Ala) 3al
@cmw\@ommiwhjuﬁ
ijﬂ\wﬁu&coﬂ\@j
lalal Qw\ﬁ.@.}:ﬂs ?OJ;LC MM\
Lae Ll Ly ad $a3lalie (e Jaid
\)fc}éh\" o.lm)u]d\ﬂj ‘\.AAJJ‘\.ALJ.A.L\\.J
(<27 14 ) " A3




10. It is interesting to me what | read in the Bible
about the miracles of Jesus and now about His
miracle of salvation at sea. This means that the

geographical location is unimportant to Jesus. He
IS the Lord in heaven and on earth. He is with us
everywhere. Then | can pray for the children in

Ukraine. | can pray for the people in Iran or

Afghanistan. | can pray for dead people in heaven,

even and especially if they may not have been

Christians: that Jesus will still save them.

Lol 2Laad il oy

ubwu;wmmuﬁ\@uﬁ
@Am}!\@m)mucuwj g
u_muu uay\ujsj;w\uj

2

L,,Jm\u\c_da.m\dhmj O S

£

il LS 8 Jla) Jal e

[3

Sl B ol dal e al o
a7 G el of il i
5558y ol sy (i celandl (3 (Sl

agalin Cosu & g Ol 10




11. Peter was frightened when he walked | le i« Ladic s e O 11

on water. Although Jesus was with him: In B T s u\ R PLJM ‘_;s O]

my opinion, many people are just like Ll e S @‘J s 43| P REES
Peter. People have experienced miracles U“‘u‘ g a8l LGl U-UL” O g
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from God in their lives, but they think that
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maybe this time God won't help them. We
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entrust our lives to God, but then why do .. , L e \M‘M\ e JA R

our feet tremble with uncertainty and weak ¢ O\-A.%‘g‘
faith?
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12. "You don't have enough confidence!" (Matthew | |, cc\_mb UA (C31 14 "lcubﬂ
14:31) says Jesus. On the one hand, this is ‘54, 5AA ‘LS)A‘ mb % uﬁj ch

depressing, but on the other hand, it is the truth! To | LWilaa) oy & \.A \J\.ﬁ: (da) yan Ms.\sﬂ\
be honest, we often have little trust in the midst of ﬂ—ihj’-mj‘ C_u.u.d\ g \SM

difficulties. But we should not forget that through all E—"“" U“J'L‘-‘ U‘ U‘ Ll cs‘u-“ }[ uﬁj
these experiences, Peter became strong in faith “‘UM‘ AL dS d)“ U'“ \-Ny\ Lé \Jjﬂ
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and became one of the greatest apostles in the sz‘; ujJJJS uJu ANA S Lﬁﬂ\j ‘&‘“3‘
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be disappointed in myself if | had too little faith, but ej,.j RSP Ls_\M e oS

learn from it and strengthen myself in faith. GA\.AA\ ch\j

whole world, through whom many people came to

know Jesus. For me, this means that | should not




13. At the end, the disciples say to Jesus: "You are
truly the Son of God." (Matthew 14:33b) When we
are released from difficulties, we are usually
grateful to ourselves. "l have made a lot of effort."
"l found a solution myself." "I'm very intelligent and
strong." "It was my right." But is that really the
case? Where do these skills come from? Always
having hope and fighting for the right purpose and
striving, where does that come from? Where is the
source of hope and good causes for which | am

fighting? All the abilities we have are God's gift!
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4. AS True believers, we snould confess loud anc

clear that it is Jesus, God's Son, who always helps

us. This helps us to strengthen our faith and to bdr_ \& \.AE\J ur_w J\ a.u\
show others the glory of God. It is nice when I tell | J;JJ A aaa Hlelal Lu\.m\ d 48 sz‘;

others how Jesus helped me in the storm of life. ae L “445 ﬁ\j\ )—‘A‘ u‘ LJMAJ\
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How he held my hands in His hand so that | could LS gT .2 \M ‘5‘; ‘53 &
b e i J@J
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get up again. Dear congregation, unfortunately N u_w)j ‘g\ Y dclaall \_@ &}\

there are still many difficulties and storms that we M JJJ’J‘ dm d\
cannot avoid or solve ourselves. But fortunately, \'QJA j‘ \.@_\.\;4 Q"'L'“'“

Jesus is among us to help us immediately,

everywhere, in every moment and through

Incredible ways.

Amen!
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