2 Corinthians 3

3. You make it clear that you are a

letter ﬁrom Christ. You are the result

of our work fov God. You are a letter
written not with ink but with the
Spirit of the [iving God. You are a
letter written not on tablets made

out of stone but on human hearts.

4. Tlfwough Christ, we can be sure of
this Ioefove God.




5. In ourselves we are not able to
claim anything fov ourselves. The
power to do what we do comes ﬁfom

God.

6. He has given us the power to serve
under a new covenant. The covenant
is not based on the written Law of
Moses. It comes ﬁrom the Ho ly Spirit.
The written Law kills, but the Spirit

gives life.
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7. The Law was written in letters § ¢ jJ | as0s VJK f‘ Vi
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Even so, the peop le of Israel 4\57
couldn’t look at Moses’ face very
long.




8. Since all this is true, won’t the
work of the Ho ly Spirit be even

more g[orious?

9. The law that condemns peop le
to death had glory. How much

more glory does the work of the

Spirit have! His work makes

peop le V'Lgh’c with God.
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Dear congregation,

1. Write a letter once again - that was an e\ é\f«\

adve.rﬁsing slogan ﬁ(?m the German pos.‘cal <o el Blad Vi 26 5180 5*5 1
service years ago. Write a letter once agam.’
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Such a recommendation can't do me any =l : 23 70)

harm. | Varely write letters anymore. It's much S L; ey W}“S\ ol Jal uiﬁ p ls !
more convenient to reach for my ceUphone. j‘-‘i Jeed) e O3 s By ST LIt o

But letters create relationships. They are BYe Bl bl ﬂ Jse2l ila J) Jgo 4!
personal. From me to you. Not like agenem[ J& e s sy 3 Jie & ,3 &U d‘° y ~¢L’ L(

tweet on Twitter, X, or an impersonal post on
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2. With sons and daughtevs in love, it's
comp lete ly d'gﬁferen’c. They like to write to
their girlﬁrlends or boﬁﬁends in detail. n
most cases, the envelo]oes are also lov'mgly
decorated. A sign that this mail comes
ﬁrom the heart. We adults like to end our
letters with “best wishes” - but what we
write doesn't always come from the heart.
Much of Lt is pwfe(y a fu[ﬁ“ment of duty.
Like the famous texts: “The weather is
nice. Unfovhma’cely, Michael caugh’c a
cold while swimming. But otherwise we're

ﬁne.”

C)l'é (o b @ uU\j 9\::}}\ uji Loes .2
o J Ay gt Gl ez Y
o5 O ane 3y Joailly (st
C;\J‘aﬁ\)c Byt Lol &g O LY
s ol 2 SN I e Ll Ve

Ya&\ﬁuﬁ— u\.«fj WL\".Q)L”\-«XJL#
s\sf}am}uﬁ u,ohzadb

" A A s S




3. We often write like this because we
can't think of much morve. But there are
situations in which we Vea[[y do write
what is on our hearts: our love, our Joy
and our sorrow. Such a letter is then a

plece of me, a piece of shared l@fe,

entrusted to paper. Paul was also able
to write such letters. Let-ters of great
power and sp iritual depth. Paul was
perhaps not a giﬁed pveacher. There

were more SMCCQSSfiA[ ones - even in

Corinth.
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4. But he could write like no other. There are
22 letters in the New Testament. Most of them
were written on him. His letters are not dry
treatises. They sparkle with passion and the
power of God. At the same time, he does not
make a murder pit of his heart. He praises
and admonishes, he comfoﬁs lovingly and he
also scolds strong[y. Paul - a passionate writer
of letters. 1t is therefore not surprising that he
makes a great comparison in one of his letters
to the church in Corinth: You Christians, Paul
says, are like a letter ﬁ‘om Christ, written not

with ink but with the Spirit of the living God.

22 g . 3T st ol e K 84S, 4
iy galane o8 035 0p0d ) gl 3 AL,
bl s L) sl bl VMSA\LLUJ)

wdéyﬁ@‘wwﬁj S5 -l isb,
@iﬁ A (Srmy Fag 7 58 Sl 5

ool S ke I Il A s
By o) 3 1S Ko o) o i) e
sl &1 g Jgt 19855 RS
W g o VA8 el Ay oyt
g




5. You are a letter from Christ. Just
as this encouragement once applied

to the young church in Cor-inth, so
it wants to reach us ’coday: You
Christians - here in the
Kreuzkirche, in Bremerhaven and
elsewhere, you are a letter ﬁrom
Christ. Others should be able to

read from us what Christ wants to
say to us. Why us of all peop le?
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6.1, for one, am already starting to ch . L L
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7. Wouldn't it have been better if gt M_{ 35 M‘y\ o ui %‘\ 7

Jesus had written down His will $ 35y 2Vl Lo K S o))

somewhere in black and white?

Like Moses once carved the 2 ﬁc;\ u\f« \J\»a 55\ (S* 9P u-w K
commandments in stone? Instead, ol Lile @w 22 Al CJ‘ N 5

Jesus relies on us. He trusts that > kst G
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with their whole life what it means | (s~ -4 u\d A L \*’ J§

to believe in Him. Jesus calls this 43\,“, 5 1 1 saded i @w
disc'qoleship. Follow me! Become a {

letter of Christ.




8. Before 1 become a letter of Christ, Jesus
writes Himsebf deep into my heart. 1
would like to ex-press this with an image:
He writes a personal word into the heart
of every person, you and me. A
declaration of love. You are inﬁni’cely

important and valuable to me. n my eyes,

you are a Voyal child of inviolable digni‘cy.
Rejoice in Ioeing a creature of God.

Perhaps you were pvomised at bap-tism:

“Fear not, for | have redeemed you, 1 have
called you by name. You are mine.”

(Isaiah 43:1)

&“v& zrm“‘“‘wzr” 1Js 8
b e el db@ww

UKV.\eL;W«J{M&

‘;sﬂjvfu.s wu\)b jw cuaé‘-’“
J.alaw (o - Al 200 D,

Al u““L*“L uif Y ‘\U{J-’ 53*
@uxj \.QJ. u\.aj,\&u,o\.aj\é V\Jjg
E5ged Ly J‘ﬁ (g V" & geal
(1:43 la]) "} o3l el




9. Do you remember? A word, 3 \.1(.&,\4 k& ) WP 5,&; J» .9
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have loved you always, there-fore out
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from you” (John 16:22)? 7(22:16 L) "Chis




10. It is up to me to keep this love letter L;b 3 Al ol Lo o C;b 10

in my heart like a treasure, to read it RPN - ;
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in this world and not to have an
inferiority compiex n fron‘c of those Lﬁ“ JS g’m Salle \‘°
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1. As | get older, 1 may discover w{\ 29 cjd\ Lg L;..\:u - 11
completely new sides to this love bl L 1 odg) BlE sapae Colgr

letter. T have a purpose, even if | o |
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12. And even at the end of my life, oda iy ¥ d\*’ Al 3 &> 12
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very importan’c:] can be happy to be ; . Lﬁ“ J 3§ ! B ; u\
a person who is Vespected on God,

even if 1 am no longer one of the very Uﬁup'\c\gijjdo 2 fj"\’

active and powerful ones. 1 remain ol 2 jﬁ\j oyl il ua\ou.ﬂ\
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13. Christ writes a love letter to our L; o ;\S\M | ..S 13

hearts. It wants to be read and
passed on by us throughout our jja \.J \'éluj O\ o \"’ﬁb

lives with alert eyes and a clear 0 d\-’ﬁ Q—M 9 W Oy \:u\.o
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because it is not written in ink, but

with the Spirit of the liv'mg God. Of L} (2~ J‘ j‘-L\J v-g
course, we can also become \v& 9 fow U \,,Q \'& tu\’

pehr'gfied, we can become hardened. | i g0 JS A 7 ﬂ g,.\.@.: O
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14. Then other people can no longer b 1, ( S C;\ s J;Y\ Cxaw ) Bas 14
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can become a terrible letter of threat.
] then on[y read: You must, you

should, you must not. The result is a \A’\’jj "{J Bl S W e cs
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isolates itse[f. A life that is not a life.




15. Paul knows this. He knows the Ayl Bym 5 M op S 15
seemingly very capable, who even think J yb JV\S\j AT )3\3 P"f\ 99w uwd\
they can catch God with their own o \.& 2 | sl 32 3 u\“ Yo 3\5
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not able of owfselves, but we are able of s

God.” (1 Covinthians 3:5) A life entively B 3 5% ;{ 1) " A oy CL'-“’ \'*Q
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own account, is not possible. This is a s -«Ubj S - 5 Jﬂm\l ua\_;

terrible error that on[y a hardened and

petrified heart would consider a good J"""\’ S~ e W ; Cb
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16. The world Ioelongs to the brave,
according to many. Wanting to
control everything. Keeping a furm
grip on everyone. The thumb on it.
Just don't go soft. Always perform.
Peop le who succumb to this mania for
efficiency don't realize how they
themselves are Ioe'mg des’cvoyed and
how ’chey are des‘croy'mg others. This
egoism of eﬁficiency is destructive. 1t
TUNS peop le and it ruins
Velationships.
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17. Paul, on the other hand, knows that
we are not good on ourselves, but only
t’mrough God. You could say: We are
only capalo le, only viable, gC we take to
heart the love letter that Christ has

written to us. It is not a thvea’cening
letter, but a love letter that is laid on

our hearts. That does me good. No one

reminds me of old bills, no one
demands something of me that 1
cannot achieve, no one makes

unﬁ&!ﬁ“a’o [6 demands.
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18. I'm sure you are familiar with such
unloving, sometimes deadly letters.
That's why 1 understand Paul well

when he writes: “The letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.” (2 Corinthians 3:6)
May | ask you direc’dy today, as we are
ga‘chered as a church: Do we Christians
seem like a terrible threatening letter or
like a Ioeautiﬁd nviting love letter? 1s
our heart as hard as stone - or is it open
to God's spirit that makes us alive?
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19. Spirit or letter - that's what it's all 3 L J{ PLARCE R CJ)
about. The spirit makes us alive. We are ) jif O i olel Uag 73 3l JA)

to be a spiritual letter of Christ, written g J«.LL n iy, s
not with ink but with the Spirit of the " UAA 7%;&?;&“ ”
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[iving God. We cannot do this in our » \.a.{dyb- . 0}4 J L& N M

own s’cvength. We cannot force Him

through our own efficiency. We can only u*° o o e o LS Lo K451
ask the Spirit to guide us in our actions . f m\ag L)L | 3 bas, C) C . )3
as a congregation and as a church. God L jb ‘)& ‘< \faf X

also writes s’craigh’c on crooked lines. God

writes His letter on the crooked lines of ‘\’ﬁ*\l LJB ukc ““S\“'“ ) ﬁ*\"
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20. He wants to communicate thmugh
us. Our small lives have this great,
Ioeautiﬁ/d meaning: that we ourselves
become a letter ﬁfom Christ. Christ
Vavely writes his letters on g[ossy paper.
But he can make a sh'my shine radiate
ﬁfom an uns igh’dy, claaﬂenged Christian
(Efe. Brilliance - a Jjoy that is contagious.
A togethemess that does not break

fellowsh'qo desp Lte diﬁcering posttions.

Brilliance - that peop le can regain
courage and trust.
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21. Christians are people who radiate . ., s
something good, hel}oﬁtl and warming. It }; | QJM 2 sl i’b O™ .21
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walting for such good mail fov a [ong
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22. “Christ has no hands but our
hands to do His work ’coday. He has
no feet but our fee’c to lead peop le in
His way. Christ has no lips but our
lips to tell peop[e about Him. He has

no help but our help to Ioring peop le
to His side. We are the on[y Bible the

public still reads. We are God's

message, written in deeds and

words.”
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23. Dear congregation, God sends
us. He sends us oﬁ and sends us
to the peop le. And He is with us
when we arrive where He wants

us to be. Therefore, dear friends,

and this is the whole sermon:

write a letter once again. You are
a letter ﬁfom Christ.

Amen!
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