Sermon on Isaiah 11:6-9 for the 2nd Advent
on 8 December 2024 by Pastor Ste-fan
Warnecke

Dear congregation.

1. Then the wo [f stays with the lamb,and the leopavd
lies beside the goatA ca[f and a young lion graze
‘coge’cher, a little Iooy tends them. A cow and a bear
graze ’coge‘cher, their young lie next to each other.
The lion eats straw like the cattle. An infant plays at
the hole of the viper. A small child stretches out its
hand over the jpoisonous snake's den.One does no

evil and commits no crime in all my holy
mountain.For the land is ﬁﬂed with the knowledge
of the Lord, as the sea is full of water. (Isaiah 11:6-9)
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2. A’oso[utely unworld[y.’
Comp letely unrealistic! Little
lamb and wo bC 12 lay together,

Leopard and Iiny goat cuddle,
CabC and lion, cow and bear
stand peaceﬁtlly in the meadow

and eat gmss.The lion chews

straw and the Ioaloy p[ays with

the py’chon— watched over Iay a
small child.
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3. Anil ;{ now lis.tten cavej.:uuy:‘;()gtve ogo(e)} Jazy Y a1 by J})\ é\.«\ - 9.3
no evil ana commits no crime...” (V.9 £ Jg;\ Cu\’ (9@ "5 e Yyl e

course, 1 think of my Iooys in Hamelin -

and very skepﬂcaﬂy:The lions could be the uﬁ\,\, KA G’L“’J B Oj“\‘“ L3 Qfﬂ;\
burglars who go hunting for prey at 8 33\34,4{ U‘"\S\ %  gull P> j.‘;})\ g ji C;\
nigh’c.The wolves in sheep's clothing are ; )L;\ (;b fw\ U\.d L; g\j -«\5\3 m Ao .)53\

the scammers who deprive gu”ilo le peop le i . |
of their possessions,The bears are violent A"*"\S\‘ Wm J° C“\*“S | ST u*-'\s\

criminals, mans layers or murderers,The Aol uﬁu ‘\3*9 ‘\3*9 (O (905
POLSONOUS snakes, the sex oﬁenders who J Jes s 6‘3 \ A JML \ ol th

wrap themselves around their victims, \5 ) \.4 | Lo g
The [eopards, the smart dmg dealers. > UJ f Jj@




4 Many of the young
oﬁfenders ] speak to say of
themselves that it was good
that tlney were taken oﬁf the

streets in the ﬁrst place. What
else tlney might have done!

Now they can no longer 0[0 SO

WLMC’N. damage.
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5. Can there be a world without
crime?Can there be a society without
criminals? Can wolves and lambs, lions

and calves graze peacefﬁ“y togeﬂner?
Unrealistic!
But ...
.. it is Advent.

During Advent, we wait for Jesus- as a
child in the manger on Christmas Eve

- but also, as the returning judge of the
world who will put everything in order.
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6. So, it's high season for pipe dreams. We § ;\;LL| 5 5\2 (L; ry;‘yd 5, A o g 6
dream that suffering, hunger, war, . .
Ujering, hung ey pally by b,

oppression, rape and disease will end,and

that the warmongers and exp loiters will U"\"*‘“L\J ‘.’JL | 3les Oloe uaJL\J
one day have to answer for their actions > — Wi é\c 45 ) 34 WL 55 e
in court.The vision of a new world - that is ~ . ( , :
f %9'“ ﬁ C”“ c) é cfv @»@ﬁ ﬁ

the theme of Advent.That every‘ching will

ﬁna”y come into balance, that Justice and
peace will kiss, that solidavi’cy and love L;S\ J} ‘\«; j uﬁ\-ﬂj 2 g Q qﬁ*:“
will prevail. The sentences before the Bible | i Fyos > £ el S éa_u o

passage clear[y identif}/ this text as an . R |
Advent text: ‘Lﬁé NS oyl uaj\




7. A shoot grows up ﬁrom the stump
of Jesse.A shoot from its root bears
new fmi‘c. The Spirit of the Lord rests
on him:He gives him wisdom and
NS ight,counsel and
shfength, know ledge and reverence
for the Lord.He is Just and ensures
that the weak are given their due.He
S uprigh’c and makes decisions in

favov of the POOY N the land.
(Isaiah 111-2.4ab)
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8. This refers to Jesus, who is
coming to judge the living and the
dead.He will lead his government
with insight, strength, knowledge
and reverence for God.He will
stand up for the 1PO0¥, Ior'mg Justice
to the weak and blow away the
wicked with the breath of his
mouth.And then his kingdom of

peace will dawn.
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9. Some of you may know that | RN
f you may salal Y 51 Ko aadl dn Uy 9

’aard[y ever watch television, but

that 1 have a favo-rite series that 1 S d-«\\ ﬂ <\53\3 Y) )w\
have been following with great s jf r\ﬁa»\; T (R

Vegularity for decades: Léj- Ao (“’ %XY Ll é):')j:’-;‘

Aktenzeichen XY unsolved. And | . oo L ws
in the evening aﬁer the show, 1 b Ll &= P JA o oL

always make sure that the front @l L;,'\.:})\ ] C)Kbl FRRRY?
door is locked and that no i ke b 15); S g N af\j

windows are ey' ar.



10. Ehegﬂ’znltewéfei o.)lcvolz?bers el yogalll e (il 1y 53] .10
who prutally attack sleeping g i) bl Lty o s2il

o8 o9 el eI e L
Sl ggealliderley Legl 3 JubY)

pensioners at night, of brutes
who abandon babies in glass
containers,addicts who stab

passers-by with knives while b od £ 9 USK“‘M’ 51 oy gualay
intoxicated with dmgs or &,’@\ R jj\g;\ ;\c J j,ﬁ\ ;\ Q\JJA\
alcohol,or scammers who use the

grandchild trick to steal all the
savings from elderly peop—le.
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n. And 1 think to myself:What kind of A Ca s G
mean, nasty, evil people are Hney who play uo\awﬁ S @ S 'S & Jig \3 11
others so badly?And then 1 go to work at Eaeed) Jodll e 30520 () (‘“ Ny e

the juvenile facility and meet them:But ol Jff 3 oall 23 f R
there are no brutal, hardened, disgusting 5 pieg Ay gdy Andiy jhgm g dorgi ) JQN u""s

monsters with black balaclavas sitting in ﬂ u'\;\ g Gl sy wa
‘G o 2

ﬁront of me,but wounded young men -
. e el - L
helpless, sad, lonely and powerless.In the OINTY <O~ Uﬁf ouball o

almost two years 1 have been working in Jodll (3 el Al 8 pelall JUNTY -2
the prison chapla'mcy in Hamelin, 1 have OF et cothala L3 u’**u d"j“Jj ""\%‘S
heard of countless terrible acts.But 1 have L5\ 61 é (_fﬁ dadaal) e Y e 644 Y suc
never met a single evil person there - not g ¥y - 2l ¢ 5 ua_gﬂ

one.




12. Rather, it is becoming f \jM Sa C”;\ U\ S Yo, .12
increasingly clear to me why people Jai 13U e s 4 4 JL

0 “evil”:Not to enrich themselves o g jU yﬂu.éj j&u 9\.&,‘5&9 wu
as perpetrators and to harm out of

lust,but because they have all been }) J‘ ‘ ‘\“'CJS ¢ 63)‘) J“\"{

victims themselves: When 1 ask \.o..\& Ll M (’b | lanar
t ’ZO-MTg oﬁende:lfsl.a’c \A:’aat ]toomt m” ‘Q&f L5 L3 Al u“ J; I
etr lives something “went wrong”, :
many of them can answer very ~ ("ff -
precisely: Bl Ay Ll Y| e jﬂ.ﬂ




13. The father was absent,they were
simp ly thrown out the door as a
ch[ld,failed in host families and

residential groups,s‘mmlo led ‘clmrough
countless measwes,psycho logicaﬂy and
phys icaﬂy broken, leﬁ comp letely alone
in the event of death,homeless, ['Lving
like an animal in dirty parking garages,
received no attention,bullied at school
because of cheap clothes.Violence at
home, then violence on the streets ...
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14. And then came the &) o\; ), o2 Sl £ f 14
dmgs:Sudden[y the pain is
Mﬂ DJ\.awuc o»jj J.«\S %

gone.Humiliaﬁon and loneliness

forgot’cen,quick ’aappiness that can doss- JJ 9 4 94 Q{M uii
simply be consumed.This is foUowed - rK,}) I AR \_,,“> J (,f%\

on community service, youth i ‘o LS\ C"“’ (l \5\j ‘ -:\:“’-“S\ wj

detention, suspended sentences and
'gC none of that helps, you end up with icls L3 Lns fy V\’ uff“"""‘
us - in a youth detention center.The g A e JU AMél. o\,:; PR y

careers of the boys 1 look after on a i - B !
daily basis look something like this. M SO "KW S




15. Please don't get me wrong.l don't Sl Y. las- @«é-‘u Y las e .15
want to trivialize the terrible deeds of § .Y 3 L. . 9% 6\8 J\,@y QL” e

these young people.And 1 don't want &\Q\.@ 5 gz ng 30,1 y}gw
to abolish prisons either.But 1 would _J\..m s i ode 5ol s
like to promote this view to you:There 'Mif‘aj ey e 2 ‘jﬁ
are bad deeds, but there are no bad Pt sl uﬂ g At Jlad

people.]f, on the other hand, 1 were to SRR Y- J.';\ d- (P9 e
say that people are evil, then as a 2 e U‘a\o““gﬁflﬂ u\ff'“ ( wu\

th rt of what th ; ;
person they are part of what they e 5l v e i

do,then they are bad, corrupt and
lowx® Ll L5050

useless.And that is not true.




16. 33 social workers work for us Oohen Lolia) Blas! 33 ] .16
in Hamelin, el 3
16 psychologists, el ele 16
2 psychiatrists and four sl ;w;\j ‘.5“’“ | .,“3: 9

counse lOVS :

We make a huge effort for these V3o J" NS \J‘{ NV-ZR WY J-"-E
350 people - with success. - Laz 350 e éU\ Lol
o el Ll ko] LS Lt

of these young souls. Aladl el oda

We are able to re-socialize many




17. None of those who work in
Hamelin could do this Lf ’chey were
not guided on a vision:That peop le

can be changed, that fac’cs are not
rock solid, that the world does not
have to be the way (L LS now.And one
image of such a better world is the
prophet Isaiah's vision of the
animals.“No evil is done and no
crime is committed in all my ho ly
mountain.”
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18. We need these images of a better
world so that we can a[ign the

course of our actions with them.We

need a compass, a direction.lt does
not matter whether we will reach
this state on October 27, 2031.But

we need to be aware of where we are
heading: towards the abolition of

crime and the peaceﬁd coexistence

Of&“ peop le.

Iyl ok J] drls 2 .18

Aoy L) s (2 ane W]

3l dae S L Yol
o)

15,2031

27 L3 4\3\.;- RV

o e ol ade ol ) )




19. Christians are incorrigible
idealists: We do not c['mg to
realities, we think of life here from
the ﬁAtwe,which LS dawning here
and now: in the k'mgdom of
God.That is the message of
Advent:We await the redeemer, the
savior, the VeshapeV.And at the
same time, this new world is

ahfeady in the making, it has

ahready begun.
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20. We don't have to build a kingdom of 5 .
Ay il S Sle 6 ol ey 20
God out of the ground by our own SO -

efforts,We only need to join the dynamic @3\ UL{“L&\S\J f\}h/\ Al e C\*‘
that is already in full swing. The glassis | &4k 550 oo 3lus SOt oK
| lef full, not half empty.When the drlgy Loae bl Cad iy (lt
indignant pious people once ask Jesus . .

Al 435 e Sy gyt () 5e2ldl) L

why he keeps coming to the aces,
outcasts, prostitutes, criminals and drug d"v; ly Sl jalally O@J'?‘L\ Baclul
addicts,he Veplies:l‘c is not the healthy % \;b =2 u“dg,%ﬁcu\),\;\ w,\ﬁ g

who need a doctor, but the sick. (5:31 \333) LSoJL\ L,L b L;\ C)ﬁ’\“é
(Luke 5:31) _

Amen!
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