Be very happy, O daughter of Zion!
Jerusalem, jump for joy! Now your king is
coming to you, he is a Vighteous man and
a savior. He is poor and rides a donkey, a
young donkey born of a donkey. Then 1
will take the chariots ﬁfom Ep hraim and

the horses from Jerusalem. When the
weapons of war are broken, your king will

establish peace among the nations. His

dominion extends ﬁrom one sea to
another and ﬁom the Eup hrates to the
ends of the earth.

(o) Ly g &) b e o 3
he ) 3b oWy 1l e (538
S g gy a2y Flo a5,
Bl Ay el 2 Dl

kil e Jdy g8l e SIS

IS gy o Sl S e
L; }CJA‘BUQL«UMJ {Y\u\;rw\

2 2B Bl LA ey 2




Sermon for 1 December 2024 on
Zechariah 9:9f, 1st Advent

Dear congvegaﬂon!

1. According to tradition, 1st Advent is a time of
waiting. A time of walting for something
Ioeau‘c'gcid, fov Christmas. Perhaps dwf'mg this
time we also expect someth'mg that ﬁrightens
us. Especia”y now, just befove the turn of the
year, in the last month of the old year. On
January 20, Trump will be inaugurated as the
new US pres ident. For many, this is a tew'g‘i/ing

prospect. What will he and his feHow
campalgners do and deshroy?
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2. In G ermany and Europe, many
peop le are also aﬁaid of an antl-
immigrant Vigh‘c-w Ing populism that is

Ioecom'mg stronger and more “normal”.

The climate change that has alveady
begum is also frightening. On the other
side of the poliﬁcal spectrum, fears also

play a'major ro le. Here, peop le are
aﬁfaid of so-called i”ega[ migration, the
loss of prosperity, security and

orientation in rap idly changing times.
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3. Whether you are on the left or the | bl ong ol L Je oS g 3
right of the political spectrum, 1 s 1512) LV 63\5 c Lﬁ‘“u\
perceive a certain despondency and ST oldl S u\“ B } 1y el

anxlety on both sides. Where is all |
this going to lead? In addition to o2l gl Lo, flis 5. S0

poliﬁca[ fears, there are also s Sa W dﬁ\‘; 2l ‘Mu

personal worries. Who here is not LV S oY e caym Y

amiliar, at least at times, with issues 63 | ol _L,,J y J*S S dj LLaall
that are a burden, challenges that Kol A5l ly 3l e Cans

unsettle, the need to hunker down,

especially in bad weather? Tl uw-u 0 3§ Los




4. However, Advent is above all a time of L) E e J{ s Y. %}\ o) ﬂ 4

hope. Our chwrc.h asy[um seekers, many of » -«\3\3 R { L3 ) ﬁg\i\ @S\L Ol .9\? JJ\
whom were bapttzed today, [ong for an end -

to life in our “Castle Kreuzkirche”, to move \V'\ Jl PR < f}‘s e gl dess ('

ﬁfee[y outside without feav and receive A ) 4 J>;J ¢ \.u,\S "CJM jxg jj L} oL.L
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hope - and this is the main topic at the ) _
congregational meeting afterwards - that @aﬁl oy - jjc\...»..{ 3 by

we can hand over the structural uif O - LI 6; 8:@ d L;WJS
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the same time remain as a congvegaﬁon In
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5. Children and not only children hope
for Christmas, fov beau‘c'gcul presents and
special encounters in the fami[y. The
adults and children who were bapﬁzed

today are (ooking forward to their lives as

Christians. They have been on the pa’ch
with Jesus for some time now. With their
bapﬁsm, they have ﬁnaﬂy decided to live

with Jesus, they have committed their lives
to Jesus' life. And so they go their way
happdy They want to and will also face

new situations with Jesus, which may also
involve uncertainty.
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6. n a time with many feavs and R 0 j‘*ﬁ dj e o) L3 .6
some lflopes, the pmphe‘c Zechariah B | .\, J{) RUERVEY J\,o}]

says to us: “Rejoice greatly, ! e
daughter of Zion! Break forth into CJA ‘-;MQ NI

joy, Jerusalem! Behold, your king is PLIRUR d\-’ Al | 1342 'f‘-L“ BY

coming to you, he is arigh’ceous L}\i Jﬂ.o \3 jﬂ: UQB 9 t\.,a Jo -
man and a savior. He is 1POOY and &/ﬂ)) ‘@fﬁ | gn2ins sk ry &ul

rides on a donkey, a young donkey T
born of a s’ne—donkey.” (Zech. 9:9) 9 JJ) u\’\ u<\ e ukcﬁ J\? ukc
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7. We await the birth of Jesus at
Christmas. We await the Messiah
- not one who conquers and
destmys. But a Vigh’ceous,
merciﬁﬂi Messiah who does not
siton a high horse, but enters
Jerusalem very humbly on a
donkey. We can also say: who is
born PoOoY [N a manger, born of a
virgin.
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8. Jesus, the Son of God, comes to us
as a child, human, merciﬁtl, loving.

Without weapons, with open arms
outstretched towards us. With the
power of love. This is how God is
among us in Jesus. As God, He opens
himse[f up to us humans, He only
wants to be God with us. God no
longer lives only above the stars, but
in our midst as a human being.
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9. But Jesus is also before us, coming
powelﬁtlly at the end of time. This is
what Zechariah says in God's words:
“Then 1 will remove the chariots from
Ep hraim and the war horses ﬁfom

Jerusalem. When the weapons of war are

broken, your k'mg will make peace
among the nations. His dominion will
reach ﬁrom one sea to the other and ﬁrom
the Euphvrates to the ends of the earth.”
(Zech 9:10)
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10. At the moment, we are worried about
the “weapons of war” and older men of
power in Beijing, Moscow and

Washing’con who dream of “domination
ﬁfom one sea to the other ... to the ends

of the earth”. These men do not have the
last word. One day their weapons will

the nations. n the end, He will reign
‘from one sea to the other ... to the ends

of the earth.” Jesus is also before us, He
has the last word in human history.
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1. 15t Advent: between the end of the
old church year with a look into God's
ﬁd:we and Christmas. 1st Advent: one
month Ioefore the turn of the year with
hopes In our imminent suwovmdings
and fears about the world situation.
What do these verses ﬁrom the prophet

Zechariah give us, what do we gain

from the fact that Jesus will come twice,

at Christmas as a man and at the end

of this time in glory?
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12. It gives me an unshakeable
hope. As far as the world situation
is concerned, circumstances have
twrned me from an optimist 10,20
years ago nto a pessimist.

Climate claange and the sh@ﬂ to
the Vigh‘c -1 think tlaings are
actually getting worse. We are

facing major c’nanges. But: God
reigns.
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13. World history is not heading
towards a catastrop he at the end, but
towards the return of Jesus, towards his
kingdom of peace. He stands at the end
of our lives and then takes us in His
arms. He also stands at the end of
world his’covy and wipes away all tears
ﬁrom our eyes and those who suﬁer
much more than we do. And he will

help us to constmcﬁvely deve[op our
world fov the better until then, desp Lte

everything.
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14. 1t is also right now to focus on JB! Ay L1 el O,o o .14
mercy, on love, on human | duy uﬁw y 4 ) e

so[idari’cy. ] am not hop ng fov an
earthly kingdom of peace to be e rm )5l f\”g 3 Sy

created by us, as communists used | O~ el C)K\S ails 1S 4922
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15. Unshakeable hope through Jesus. 1
need and have that in my pevsonal life
too. Not that 1 am swrrounded on dark
clouds, on the contrary. | am
experiencing one of the most ﬁAlﬁUing
times of my life, both professionaﬂy and
personaﬂy, having Just become a
grandfather, fov examp le. But even the
beautiful ‘ch'mgs in our lives don't
happen Iay themselves, ’chey depend on
God's Iolessing and mercy, day aﬁer
day.
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16. And with ever new cha“enges n
evevyday life, ] live day on day ﬁrom
the power of God and that Jesus
gives me an unshakeable hope. Even
'gf my grandchildren will have a
harder time in l'gfe than 1 do, even gC ]
am appmaching old age, even gC our
church is undergo ng a dﬁicu[‘c
up heaval, there is an indestructible
hope In me.
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17. For Jesus is stronger than all the
adversities of this life. With Him, 1 and
we will get tlmfough everything, always
have courage and evevy’ching will turn

out well in the end. We don't ﬁnd

security in politics, but in God and in

Jesus. May more people discover this
and become calmer and happier. You
and 1 also need to feel security and
peace through Jesus again and again.

Have a wondeﬁid Advent season!
Amen!
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