Introduction to Exodus 3:1-14

1. The ﬁvs’c book of the Bible in the Old
Testament — called Genesis — tells of
Abraham, ]saac,]acob and] oseph, the
progenitors of the peop le of Israel. At the
end of this ﬁrst book of the Bible, the
families of Jacob's sons settle in Egypt.
There they mu[ﬁp [y and are soon
oppressed and enslaved on the
Egyptians.
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2. The following book of Exodus and
another 3 books of the Bible then deal
with Moses. He ﬁrees the people of
Israel ﬁrom Egyptian slavery, he
receives the 10 commandments ﬁfom
God and leads the people of Tsrael
‘chrough the desert to the promised
land of Israel. In our Veading ﬁfom

Exodus 3, God calls Moses to lead His

peop le out of Egypt. This account is at
the Ioeginning of God's story with

Moses.

Dy 7y A i (JHI LS 2
S ¢ paill QS o (S S
oo Sl el s
oo ) bl L}L’J dypal) &35
Sl el jo JSul e %“J chl
BN °->fﬁi Ll )
and 35 guge dll oy 3 @}
3 Al M edn 3By pae o 7 A
et ol A A3 4\




Exodus 3

1. Moses was ’cak'mg care of the ﬂock of his
father-in-law Jethro. Jethro was the priest of
Midian. Moses led the ﬂock to the western side
of the desert. He came to Horeb. 1t was the

mountain of God.

2. There the angel of the LORD appeaved to
him from inside a buming bush. Moses saw
that the bush was on ﬁre. But it didn’t burn

up.
3. So Moses ‘chought, Tl go over and see this
strange sigh’c. Why doesn’t the bush burn up?’
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4. The LORD saw that Moses had gone over to
look. So God spoke to him ﬁom inside the
bush. He called out, ‘Moses! Moses!” ‘Here 1

am,” Moses said.

5. ‘Do not come any closer,” God said. ‘Take off

your S&VLO[&[S. T’ae place you are stand'mg on

is ho ly ground.’

6. He continued, 1 am the God of your father.
] am the God of Abraham. 1 am the God of
Isaac. And 1 am the God of Jacob.” When
Moses heard that, he turned his face away. He
was afraid to look at God.




7. The LORD said, ‘1 have seen how my people
are suﬁering in Egypt. 1 have heard them cry out
because of their slave drivers. 1 am concerned

about their suﬁeving.

8. So 1 have come down to save them ﬁrom the
Egyptians. | will ’oring them up out of that land. 1
will ’oring them into a good land. 1t has a lot of
room. It is a land that has plenty of milk and
honey. The Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,

Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites live there.

9. And now Israel’s cry for help has reached me. 1
have seen how Ioadly the Egyptians are treating
them.
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10. So now, go. | am sending you to
Pharaoh. 1 want you to Ioring the Israelites
out of Egypt. They are my people.’

11. But Moses spoke to God. ‘Who am 1 that
] should go to Pharaoh?’ he said. Who am
] that 1 should ’or'mg the Tsraelites out of

Egypt?’
12. God said, ‘1 will be with you. | will give
you a sign. It will prove that 1 have sent
you. When you have Iorough’c the peop le
out of Egypt, all of you will worsh'qo me on

this mountain.
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13. Moses said to God, ‘Suppose 1 go

to the people of Israel. Suppose | say
to them, “The God of your fa’chers
has sent me to you.” And suppose

they ask me, “What is his name?”
Then what should 1 tell them?’

14. God said to Moses, 1AM WHO 1
AM. Here is what you must say to
the 1sraelites. Tell them, “1 AM has

»H

sent me to you.




imony of faith by Miriam on 2 2/2/25 3 £ r\l» Sl salgs
February 2025

1.1 had a goal in mind that 1 had fought for ) e %,g “’”53 T 23 S L..5“\3 081

a long time. But when the moment came to Seeed Aol Sl Lease ﬂ .4y sl 55

achieve it, 1 failed. The disappointment was vl o}{J;Y\ VLSS SRV WX JTC K
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2. Over time, 1 lost hope. 1 doubted L Jedl i (3 g 0 - 2
myself, my abilities, even that God 3 59 N8 (39 ¢ g (3 oSS
heard me. But just at that moment, Bt L3 ﬂj St R C)K 15) L

when 1 had abfeady given up ins ide, i .
something happened that 1 couldn't Caladinl Loie M)y dasl)

explain. One thought, one inner L0 Sy ﬁ;\ % "Lﬁ”“ Sl ¢ Jaddl
voice: Stand up. Lookfor an e PN J& > Do w)ie

alternative. Don't give up. It wasn't a

loud signal, but it was strong enough ‘ 4’33 °J ~J§ % M Y J"“\’
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3. Suddenly] had a new clavi‘cy. ] '\’“\’9 Cﬁ”bj ub Sl 512 ;3
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4. This experience has shown me gj\ &ﬁdﬂ\ V.S L} O J@.g\ A& 4

that G04 guides me even .when] \.’iw &j\ N Los £ v\i’y !
see no’chmg and feel notlnmg. He
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Sermon for 2 February 2025 on
Exodus 3:1-14

Dear congregation!

1. God calls Moses as a grown man at the
Ioum'mg bush. Moses is supposed to ﬁ‘ee the
peop le of Israel ﬁfom the oppression of the

Egyptians. But God knows Moses ﬁ‘om birth.

When Moses was born, Pharaoh had given
the order to kill all the Iooys of the people of
Israel. His mother hid Moses for three
months. Then she took a papyrus casket,
sealed it, put little Moses in it, and Iorouglat
the casket to the bank of the Nile.
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2. A daugh’cer of Pharaoh fovmd little
Moses. Moses' sister suggested to the
Egyptian woman that an Israeli
woman could Iareastfeed the Iooy. It
was Moses' own mother. Thus, thanks
to this miraculous rescue, Moses grew
up well pro’cec‘ced with his mother at a
young age. God has also known me
and you since birth and He has been
taking care of us since we were a little
g'wl or a little Iooy.
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3. Perhaps it was not until much 3 s waw O ; Y L}\” I ) -3

later that He called me to be a : - ) .
Christian. But God had me in mind 6\&} o ‘Jﬁ -

from the beginning. When Moses u"“"‘J VL b j‘{ I\ 9 4 -«‘J\
grew up, he came to the daugh’cer of L\)\.J L3 uﬁ (oS 3 ,,u\

Pharaoh and grew up in th l
araon an gV .bqO N tne roya . LB u\,\_\j J.& Lyuj'o uKa Lg\l

court. So Moses carried two hearts in

his chest. From his origin, from God, § - jw; QKAM 9 Lol Bl

he was an 1sraelite. Of the traditions é \1(‘5 u Lﬁﬂ\ ,\..5\.4..3\
in which he grew up at the Voya( . g

court, he was an Egyptian. tj’m C)K‘ é\l\ Lyl




4. Maybe we know this from
ourselves. Pevhaps we also have two
identities within us: does our heart

Ioelong to the country we come
ﬁrom, and at the same time do we
Iaelong to the country, Germany, in

which we now live. The longer we

are here, the stronger our German

part may become. And sometimes
we may feel torn like Moses.
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5. As a shepherd in the desert,
Moses comes to a Iouming bush
that does not burn. Then God
speaks to Moses from the bush. 1t is
oﬁen Veported in the Bible that God
Speaks direcﬂy to peop le, 'mc[uding
Abraham and )acob, the prophets
and aposﬂes. What God told them,
we read in the Bible ‘today. This also

gives us clavity for our walk with

God.
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6. Sometimes we also experience

‘coday that God speaks dhfecﬂy to us. gy \:\.o OJ...A\.«.O U u..bw

Sometimes with a clear voice and ‘| K X
° r‘u A * ) & \ LL.&
then also rather 'mdhrecﬂy. When jﬁc > 7 f 7
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some’ching wondelﬁd and we will ‘\AL\S .,\; | oLl ux P t ly ¢ d« j.@ﬁ
not forge‘c it for the rest of our lives.

But it is just as good when God AQ.\{
touches our hearts Umrough the word J\J‘" J° \"’ﬁ'\& ‘05 U“‘“\‘ \’°"\&

of the Bible, the sermon or a song. A\,& J\ ilae J\ : u»,\.al uLﬁ




7. God says to Moses: "1 have seen
the distress of my people. L will
lead my peop le out of this land
(Egypt). It shall come to a good and
wide land where milk and honey

flow." (Exodus 3:7b.8bc) The

Israelites had to toil as slaves in

Egypt. God wants to ﬁfee them from
this Ioondage and lead them to their

own land, which God has pmmised
them. What does this mean fov us?
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8. God wants to lead us out of the
land of need, bondage and

torment into a good and wide land

where milk and honey ﬂow.
Perhaps this means for us: we long
for it and pray daily that God will
ﬁree us ﬁrom the terror of war in
our homeland and that we can
ﬁnaﬂy deve[op our country as a
ﬁree country with a Just peace.
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0. Perhaps we 'aave ahfeady left our

land of bondage and now live in a

country where every‘ching can be
Ioough’c in the supermarke’cs,
inc[uding milk and honey, where we
can live our fai’ch ﬁ'eely, even Lf many
things are not easy. Perhaps our
"Egypt" is or was also a personal
servitude ﬁrom which we have ﬁeed
ourselves with God's ’nelp or still
want to ﬁfee ourselves.
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10. Or is or was "Egvpt" for us a : “ ot noos s

disease from which we seek to ,

W

escape or have escaped by God's ) gy e Ly ol el oy
healing power? In any case, God | 4! ol Y e faslall
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Ioondage, but who leads us on the ) .
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1. "Twill lead My people out of this '&JY\ 0B s &"*“ CJ"L'“» 11
land. 1t shall come to a good and | oi dxw gy bor 5 j\ Al caios”

wide land where milk and honey ( S J«ﬁ 8 :3 CJJ’) n.wj ]

flow." (Exodus 3:8bc) There is a long L T " " :
way between Egypt and the U"”L’ \)d Lunddl g 539 &) )o sl

promised land of Israel for the °3f‘3l u@b j‘” JN
Israelites. Four biblical books in LﬁJ 3 jj iz J |\ e P

which Moses appears are about this i
BY-3E
journey through the desert. It is a E J) u; S J"’ \vﬁ J@L’

journey fuu of trials for the peop le of
Israel. J.»\ | V,.J




12. Oﬁen tlfley fail in these trials, they get
their punis hment, but then they also get
a new chance ﬁfom God. Often they get
into trouble because of enemies, nature
or themselves. But again and again G od
saves them on the way through the
desert. When the 1sraelites are hungry,
quails come ﬂying over their camp,
which they can catch and roast. Around

the camp lies manna, a kind of bread, in

the morning. In this way, God hears the
prayers of the Israelites and helps them.
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13. The wandering in the desert of o\ ouad 3 bl s Yoy o) 13
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we have a goal in mind, such as ' . )
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peace In our COUU/lhfy or German

ci‘cizensh'qo. But the way there is o hoaall ia Kl jg L L

often thorny. Many obstacles have to oo dally Ldl) o G | Olaall
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14. On this pa’ch we Sweatﬁom all the sl J{Oﬁ 5 dvu\ | i & 14

work and sometimes we ﬁreeze like 3 eleall g gﬂ\ UL e \5‘ \BL,;\j
now in winter. Sometimes we don't o o , .
S Ly ez sbdﬁs}f A1 jam

even know what to do. Then we can

only do what the 1sraelites did: cry out § * o Lo V] Jas 84*‘“ ) V“-’ '\"’J

to God and ask Him for help. Our PRAIIMY Vﬁa ) Cj‘aj S
Journey ’dmrough l'gfe is such a constant L gy dgmo 5 oJ oLL \ e Ll o)
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15. We stop, cons ider, counsel, pray for
help. Fina”y, with God's help, we

overcome this problem aswell. The fact

that we can go ’chmugh these chaﬂenges

calmly and with conﬁdence S main[y

due to the words that God says to Moses.

"T'll be with you!" (Exodus 3:12a). This

also app[ies to us. This is God's promise
for our lives, which Jesus reaffurmed: 1

will be with you! God does not promise

us an easy l@fe in this earth[y [@fespan.
But He will a[ways be by our side.
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16. Moses asks God His name, and God Al A a4 S 3 s Jl .16
answevs, "1 will be who 1will be." (Exodus §f (3 (u14 3 79 ) ; Sl g ;Lw”

314b) At that time with Mosesf the Pa’ch BULIRY )L X S5 o 33 S
of the people of Tsrael was still in its

infancy. 1t was not until perhaps 2000 s ! ug (ij 4y G J\j Y J'd\fu \

years later that Jesus, God the Son, was Leass & 2000 L} > )39 f Ax Y Uiy
born. "1 will be who 1 will be." Another My )f\,“ o L,u" ./.&\ @,.“s B\ P

2000 years later, ’dmfough the power of ; ‘ L N
the Holy Spirit, there are billions of 5 s Lﬁf ! ‘fj 290 7RI

people today who believe in God and Al Shlde Sl 7o) o =l CJJS\
Jesus, and we are one of them. R P O T3dy Al g rxS\




17."Twill be who Twill be." Thisalso | L1 sday 13e, " Sl oo 5 §La" .17
applies to the time that lies ahead of iy sl (3 b iy sl eyl e

us in oujr l'n.)es. Th.is applies to the Ky sy cad i sl (1 ukg djm

WOV[O[ we lwe (N, W’/lLC’/l perhaps Scares

us morve than it used to. "1 will be who 1 KW{ '8 S bﬁ} j{ LL&
will be." "T'll be wi‘chyou.” Don't be P g Y s ugﬂ“n "-C);{L“

afraid. Trust God. Be curious about S ad) rgae Sl el Laiesis s
the path He will lead you. Be open to | s)ae s ol S bl e

the pa’ch He wants to take with you. 0\3335\ e S e &:)\)LM L; leb\

Get involved in pa’chs ’chvough many a =
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18. God will guide you in a way that
will take you to a good and wide land.
He has known you stnce you were
little, has ahready accompanied your
ﬁrst steps. He has called you to be His

child and to serve Him. He doesn't
leave you. God says: Trust me, don't be

qﬁfaid, be curious. It won't be easy, but

it will be exciting. 1'm here for you and
1'll a[ways be there for you. Amen!
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