Matthew 2

1.)esus was born in Bethlehem in

Judea. This happened while Herod

was king of Judea. After Jesus’ birth,

Wise Men ﬁrom the east came to

Jerusalem.

2 .They asked, Where is the child
who has been born to be king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose.
Now we have come to worship him.”
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3. When King Herod heard about it, he was
very upset. Everyone in Jerusalem was troubled
too.

4. So Herod called together all the chief priests
of the peop le. He also called the teachers of the
law. He asked them where the Messiah was

going to be born.

5. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied. ‘This is
what the prop het has written. He said,

6. “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of]uda’n,

are certa'mly not the least important among the

towns of Judah. A ruler will come out of you. He

will rule my people 1srael like a shepherd.”’




7. Then Herod secretly called for the

Wise Men. He found out ﬁfom them
exacﬂy when the star had appeared.

8. He sent them to Bethlehem. He said,
‘Go and search cavefuﬂy fov the child. As
soon as you ﬁnd him, report it to me.
Then 1 can go and worship him too.”

9. After the Wise Men had listened to the

k'mg, ‘chey went on their way. The star

they had seen when it rose went ahead of

them. 1t ﬁna“y s’copped over the p[ace
where the child was.




10. When ’chey saw the star, they were
ﬁUed with Joy.
11. The Wise Men went to the house.
There ’chey saw the child with his mother

Mary. They bowed down and
worshqoped him. Then they opened their

treasures. They gave him go ld,

ﬁrankincense and mywh.

12. But God warned them in a dream not
to go back to Herod. So, they returned to
their country on a diﬁfeven’c road.




Preliminary remarks on the sermon 5
January 2025

1. The wise men from the East, also
known as the three k'mgs, who come to
the newborn baby Jesus at the manger,
have always stimulated the imagination
of Christians. Many have imagined, fov

examp le, a fowfth king coming to the

manger or comp lete ly diﬂ%rent peop le

visiting the newborn baby Jesus 2000
years ago or even ’coday.
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2. These imagined kings then bring s sl Sl Vi i £ 0
gifts to the child other than gold, " QM Gl Y ga P

frankincense and myrrh. Or they are V‘f\ f\ f\’ s Uw\ﬁ 2l e M
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man to give them some’ching d A..k 5 P Lw 32, 3 Gl

important for [ife. In the sermon, 1 also ’
imagine how people ’coday come to f)*s u“u d\’ v“'{ \*4’ J"‘ abaall
Jesus in the manger in Bethlehem and 098k ('; C L; 5gl |

recelve hope, comfort and new Sl 5 0L "
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Sermon for 5 January 2025 about today's
“kings”
Dear congregation!

1. Hassan looks around cautious ly. Are
Israeli soldiers still aﬁer him, the young
Palestinian man ﬁfom the Gaza Strip?
They proloab ly think he is a Hamas
terrorist. Yet he himself escaped ﬁfom
Hamas, which continues its dictatorial
rule in the destvoyed Gaza Strip and
persecutes all those who are not its
supporters.
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2. Hassan no [onger wanted to live in a
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destroyed, hopeless little country ruled by g b G ol G e

violence. But fov someone like him, a Al (Jgﬁ S 5‘0 g \iﬁ Dot
Vqﬁigee ﬁrom the Gaza Strip, there is no Y 3 Z'Uaﬂ % C;,»Y Pr.y ¢ 4o ua;w.J
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he g0? He has an uncle in Jordan and he
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Jesus. Hassan is a Muslim, but not a strict At wﬂ R %M , Fyes

one.
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3. And he also has Christian S sedy .y geeeas oo \.,af\ 4 5.3
acquaintances. They speak of Jesus with A ) . > .
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even more respect. For them, he is the Son

of God, the Messiah. Who knows, maybe Lis 3« L}“*L K S s Z‘:"‘*L
he will meet him at his birthplace. May’oe J{ Lg 9 JwY LT @,.Ms cdasw.» \ ) - M\
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Islam - pveaching hatred and emriching
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4. And suddenly there it is. A simple stable
with a few animals. A man and a woman a
little older than him. And now he discovered
them. A manger at the back of the stable, a
newborn child wrapped in straw and
swaddling clothes. 1sa? Jesus? Until recently,
Hassan still fe[‘c insecure and lost in
Bethlehem. But this stable radiates such

peace and warmth that he immediate ly feels

comfor(:a’o le and safe. Where does this
fee['mg of surprising security come from?
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5. The child's parents look friendly
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realizes that the special atmosphere 13 S = ﬁ; | ) QY\ 'ﬁjJ“\i S
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somehow a heavenly glow emanates I e el \'trg\ o " Lﬁj\e-“

om it. “Hello, young man, welcome,”

says the man who introduces himself | -~ £ b 4w P Sl Je )V 6
as Joseph. “You don't need to be u\“ U‘“\"?\ Lo ol s g

zgcraid here. Sit down on the ﬂoor, ' J&H\ o L: 5 3§ O‘\ J’@‘“j (u.@‘y\
prefemb ly close to the child.”




6. Hassan sits down, holds on to the legs
of the crib and looks up at the child. And
the tears are ahfeady running down his
face. He cries about his life in the
cmmped Gaza Strip, about Hamas
violence and attacks by the 1sraeli army,
about si’olings who have lost their lives,
about a ﬁt’cwe without any real
opportunities fov him. Crying does him
good and he feels as Lf the child is
listening to his inner though’cs. And when

his crying stops, he feels comfovted and

s‘crengthened.
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7. “Lie down in the corner back there and
sleep for now”, Joseph says to him.
“There'll be something to eat later. 1 can
think of one movre word ﬁfom the
Scriptures for you, dear Hassan: “ have
plans for peace and not for disaster, says
the Lord. 1 will give you a futwe and a
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11¢d) Hassan is

moved, but also tired. He has Just faUen
asleep when a cab pu”s up near the uf’j \ °J>\ °J\""‘“ “"“"93‘ PR j"m

manger. An elegant, chic young woman Sy j oju.' aLlé o BRI Jogevt

with a headscarf approaches the stable, 5 Ll | - Ly
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8. “May 1 come in? Is this the stable of Isa,
of Jesus? 1'm here because of him.” And
she looks with sh'ming eyes nto the
manger where little Jesus is sleeping
peaceﬁdly. She sits down on the only chair
next to Mary and begins to explain: “I'm
Ley[a. 1 come ﬁrom Saudi Arabia, ﬁrom the

Saudi Voya[ court, | am a great-niece of

the k'mg. 1'm used to [ife n a palace, with

servants and wealth. But 1 was not happy.
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9. Life in the palace was a kind of lweury
prison. 1 was watched at every turn. And |
was supposed to marry an uncle of mine
for some business. He's 20 years older than
me, 1 don't like him and 1 don't want to
marry him. And anyway - 1 don't know
what you think about that here - 1'm not

attracted to men. 1t was d'gﬁferen‘c with my

cousin Ramina - it was nice when we

cuddled to gether.
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10. One OfOUU" 0[0W1€SﬁC helpers was a

womanﬁfom Bangladesh. Once looked

or her in her room. But she wasn't there,

she must have had her day oﬁ Then 1
saw an open book on her table, in
Eng[ish, which 1 had learned. 1t was a
Bible. She is a Christian. 1 read about
Jesus, but in a completely different way
to the way he is described in the Koran.

A man of God fﬁu of mercy and love. A

son of God who even forgives Sins.
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1.1 fled from my forced marriage, : LSr‘*"J ey e e 1
took a plane to Amman and came e (,.L S 4l s \j cole A oj

here to Bethlehem via Jerusalem in the Gl od Al W )
furst days of the new year. This is Ry “23 (* é J*

where the Son of God will be born. Oh A & | ‘v OJ\ L "dﬁ

yes, | Iorough’c giﬁs fov you. For you, 0l Ly juil S b J.\o el blag)!
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12. 1 brought money for you, Joseph. u\'“ oG b U e 12
People like me have too much of it and N oy ohds e wldly ane S W“\S

pec.)p[e like you.have too little. You can o s — )B\ ny 3 del el 5;{“
use it. For the child 1 have - look - a heart

of gold. T'll put it at the foot of his bed. 1 O ) 4ad i awnzy i Jilall

want to give him my heart.” As she says baday Mo Jgo boase " L;b adac]

this, the baby wakes up and smiles u“(: Ja" kel | ey J,a.U

kindly at her. “May 1 take it out?”, she b L Soal boss L 2 " \ar o
asks. When Maria nods, Leyla takes 7

Jesus in her arms. And then the Saudi AW f Leshyd on Can L};J i g
princess starts to cry. PYYe MR ﬁy\




13. She weeps for all that she has left 22 Lo J{J@ c\@is Lo J{u\“ &d 13

behind, for everything that constricts ) . ]
her life, and weeps with happiness at o AN 53 J& €% Lg“” 5 el o

holding the Son of God in her arms. Jstr oy oo ijJj L& &4 ey
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her body with it. Joseph says to her: “A i tlen) oy L] ol L.)\;;Q\ e

Bible verse comes to mind fov you,
Leyla, also from Jeremiah: God says: "
have always loved you, so 1 have drawn J§ .(31 :31 L o)) "dalls Ayl Cais

you to myself out of mercy.” (Jeremiah . jﬂ & (j\ L}A u\& sllabc) 3
31:3bc) That makes Leyla cry even more.
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14. While Hassan is still sleeping behind
the crib and Leyla S happily Vocking the

child back and forth, another guest arrives.

It's a man with worn clothes, and you can

tell that he's been through a lot as a forty—

year-old man from Africa. “l am Sore from
Sudan. | escaped the terrible civil war in

our country. ] had to leave my wife and

surviving children behind in a Veﬁtgee

camp in Chad.
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15. 1 want to go to Europe and bring my Lﬁ"\‘\“ e 2 JJJ\ Sl ol ) 15

family there later. We all used to be \»«ﬁ U«M s O ji 3 | boce) @) ey

Muslims. But we have become Christians g ba 25 Al s L »

and are ’cherefore Ioe'mg persecuted. That's
\ ) o
why we want to go to Europe. But before | ﬂj 9090 Q) el "'é'xﬁ

get there, God willing, 1 want to visit my O\ Jﬁ\ A L o el ) J*"\ C)\ J3

Lord here in Bethlehem. He's here, isn't JJ\ Lo &) ('; w3 L 3 )3 j\
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16. Joseph speaks up again with a Bible
passage for Sore. “Jesus says: Blessed are
you when they insult, persecute and
slander you because you belong to me.
Rejoice and be glad! For your reward in
heaven is great!” (Matthew 5:11-12b) The
Bible verse moves Sore to tears even
more. In the meantime, not only has
Hassan woken up, but Mary and Joseph

have prepared a small meal for their

guests, who are also cha’cﬁng animatedly

among themselves in Arabic.
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17. Not only Leyla is allowed to hold | % & ol & U 1 () 17

little Jesus in her arms, but also Sore ey ) g g \.(rf« 3 ol Can
and Hassan. Then Jesus is hvmgvy too, o W)\j @,“o Z'\_,> r, s’

Mary feeds him and Jesus burps several , .
times on Joseph's shoulder. Then Joseph Wf ' “’J‘J\p =l b Cam Mﬁ
lays him, the happily gurgling baby, in § 3 S bolas Jﬂf’j JM (g AnD g f

the manger. Before the modest meal of J i jﬂ | Ao j) BW u\ J.a .3 j.l\l.\

bread, tomatoes, cheese and olives
begins, Sore says grace: “You, Lord J"m CO~ ) VL\‘E

Jesus, are our host. Bless us and what | <o~ <)\ \‘r el sl °yw D) an
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18.1 also have a Bible verse for all of us,
says Sore, ﬁfom_]olxm, Vefewing to our
little Jesus here. “God so loved mankind
that he gave his on[y Son fov them.
Everyone who believes in him will not

perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
And everyone eats happily and talks to

each other, Hassan the Palestinian, Leyla

the Saudi princess, Sore ﬁfom Sudan,
Mary and Joseph. 1t is a wonderful

community, pvo’cec’ced on the Son of God,

who sleeps blessedly. Amen!
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