


Psalm 107

1. Give thanks to the LORD, because he is
good. His faithful love continues for ever.
2. Let those who have been set ﬁfee on the

LORD tell their story. He set them ﬁree ﬁom
the power o_f the enemy.

3. He Iomught them back from other lands.
He Iamugh‘c them back ﬁfom east and west,
from north and south.

4. Some of them wandered in deserts that
were dry and empty. They couldn’t ﬁnd a
cty where ’chey could make their homes.




5. They were hungry and thirsty. Their lives

were s['qop ing away.

6. Then they cried out to the LORD because of
their pvoblems. And he saved them ﬁfom their
troubles.

7. He led them straigh‘c to a city where they

could make their homes.

8. Let them give thanks to the LORD fov his
faithﬁil love. Let them give thanks for the
wondevfbd things he does fov peop le.

9. He gives those who are th'ursty all the water
‘chey want. He gives those who are hungvy all
the good food ’chey can eat.
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Pantomime ""Wedding in Cana' John
2, 1-12 for 19 January 2025

1. Narrvator: At Christmas we experienced
Jesus as a baby. Now in January, we hear of
Jesus at the beginning of His ministry as an

adult. In the Gospel of John, His work as an
adult begins with a wedding. A wedding is

Ioe'mg celebrated in Cana in Galilee. Mary, the

mother of Jesus, is well acquainted with the
amily and is part of it. Jesus and His disciples
are also invited. It is a Ioeauﬁﬁtl wedding
celebration that lasts for several days. But
then there is a pvo]olem. There is no more
wine.
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2. Mary: Jesus, my dear son. There is 2lla 5 ‘i g,o*L\ é;;,\ @MA 16 2

ijz,[ol HZ)O]E winz This is verg[/ ;ad g’iw g & L ) e jj\ RERWY
e bride and groom and for the < o 4\\.{\; TSl |
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whole celebration. Can you help? O L L
Jesus: Mother, 1 know what 1 have to —% (‘Lp | Bl colal S Caniiiin |

do. Don't worry! Mary (to servants): Lo Volad| 3(f-5-">=ﬁ) s | ol Y .4 C);‘
Do what Jesus tells you! Narrator: o S s 1o ) '@w 55 A o2
There are six large stone water jugs & sl Jo g9 s j_{ LE ) ke

in the house. They are used for ritual s @j aall gladl 12\ use

cleansing according to Jewish

Vegulaﬁons. 100 liters ﬁt in each jug. O?J\ JQ C:*“ Jd 100 .45 4\




3. Jesus (to servants): Fill the jars to the brim
with water. Once you've done that, take
something out of the jug and bring it to the
head of the wedding kitchen. Chef (to
Bréutigam): What did you do with the wine?
Everyone else pours the good wine ﬁrst When

the guests are drunk, the less good wine foﬂows.
But you have held back the good wine until now.

4. Narrator: This is the furst sign that Jesus did
in Cana in Galilee. Jesus thus reveals His glory.
He shows how much He loves peop le. He wants
to give us all Joy in abundance. His disciples
believe in Him. With them and with Mary, His

mother, Jesus continues to Capernaum.
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Dear congregaﬁon.’

1. The new year 2025 has Ioegbm. Many people
are worried about the situation in our world.
Tomorrow, Donald Trump will become US
pres ident. A rather crazy man with absurd
ideas becomes the most poweyﬁd man in the
world. Unfortunately, he is not the only Vight-
wing populis‘c or Vigh’c-wing radical in a
government in the Western world. These

peop le do not solve any of the many problems

that are there, but only create unnecessary,
additional problems.
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2. All Western countries need ‘U"@M L}l s A"’JA | Jﬁ'd\ LE°.2
immigration. But in Germany and i) s fi Sl g \»\f\ @ uﬁ 9
other countries, a negative mood ey e ol 61“ C\f

towards Veﬁtgees and migrants has , . T .
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spread. Rtgh’c-wmg popuhsts and
others say without a reason: (“ 82 f\él 9 uv&\)j L

Reﬁtgees and migrants are to blame \r‘ d\’“ &J J{ Lad | 55 jj F j,.,..l
fov the pm’olems we have. For all C? S &\? J.b »y y \9

migrants who have been living n

Germany for a long time, there is bfo s \"’U' d O e U’ u*f \‘@l
pmba/o ly no current danger. ‘\Lgb




3. For you, however, this mood and a 'Sy C\J‘L\ e b N —lt (Jgﬁ 3
perhaps worsening legislation for Cx gl Gl V2 FOIEALYY LﬁL\S\ &_.wd\
migrants is not a pleasant situation. In Lo @) s L) WLV, i Go, de

addition, it is winter in Germany. The -
’ ol pamnn i o) LT g clead)
beautiful month of December, marked JML cT ST RN G e

by Advent and Christmas, is over. It is L e MU ey ’u; | 9% 8 s

oﬁen cold and wet and it still gets [ight ¢ y’aj\ L;\’ IR - b )9 \3)\3 jA.*\ O ;g
late and dark eaﬂy. What do we need in CL; \3Le \j§~° r\)j'aj\ JL, P J;\w 3, L3

such a not s.o nice poliﬁ.ca[ situation and 55 ol e d““\::*“j\ C" ) Vs s 4
season? 1 think three things: the memory Ll Jil;\ ¢ L .
of beautiful experiences, security and et 830 3 S’ U’° “"935
hope. J’Jj u\”y Lﬁj-’




4. Our sermon verse from Romans 12 112 4y, oy Lalae AT Ady 4

12112 guides us to this: "Rejoice that oy 5 Y e 5l e
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you have hope. Stand furm when you
have to suﬁer. Don't stop praying.”

(Romans 12:12) Memory of the f.,u (12 112 deos,) "sDal) o 1gadgs
Iaeaut'gful. The bride and groom who C)\ 301 d\?ﬁ )5\ IRV J..? ‘LS"’

got married in Cana in Galilee

experienced something beautiful. They W % Sl \i’«—“ J-l;\ Ll Lg > IS
not only celebrated a great wedding % Syl - j{ Colay Jas Lozd

with many guests. They also had a Ioig ;l:\ US‘\K‘M mf\j \S,Jﬁ;@j\
pvololem dwing the celebration: the m\ 5l 2 Ju}% |
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wine had run out.




5. But they had a guest who helped Js%s rm“\“\*“’ A2 ('A ' Kijﬂj
them and turned water into wine, Lo . ! @w 9B ¢ J,? L} L)

Jesus, the Son of God. Later, when they { . <. h BN o, L
remember their wedding, they will ujj A ('éj Ji uﬁj :

always think of that one guest who 45E (’Ma'“’ =

A el s G
miraculously saved their celebration. Al ! ( e b u\G B j@j é 5 (&9
And if they may not be doing so well 3 vi e 5aclune &J{’ OB ¢ G- (*L
later, the memory of] esus’ he[p atthat | folodhs| riaw C3g)) G
time will put a smile on their faces. VTFJLL}LL:“ t‘ 3 3
And they will trust that He who Gl /“\c A ok 038 Bywss
helped us then will also help us now. L] Y bocluy CBgu




6. "Rejoice that you have hope." (Romans
12:12a) It is also good fov us when we
remember something Ioeau’ciﬁtl In our

lives on wet and uncomfortable days. uﬁi \‘J °J JL“L (w L3 bl
Pevhaps it is also our wedding that CJA F ;u,\ﬁ SVeY] Ls,\ﬁ Y. Ls\.s Jo}

Ior'mgs us back warmth and Joy. Maybe ‘3 \.@ Jiﬁ b\a w Lw J.w Lonue ¢ 3

we also think of our fami[y when we

think of something beautiful, especially L{“"" S Qs ? |56713) dols <}-L\°
@f’they don't live in the same place, in the (Q) Leses \13) JAY ~b/\gJ ,\u ()KL\

same country. Maybe it was .wondevﬁtl e \j\, iy S J} 50 gand| ‘g&”
when you saw each other again and were ,
S 8 pandl Kany Lilas

ﬁnaﬂy able to embrace each other again.




7. As a pastor, | oﬂen conduct grief talks.
For examp le, the husband has died aﬁer
a long illness and 1 am sitting with the
widow and the children. The elder[y
woman talks about the last diﬁficul‘c years
in which she cared fov her husband. But
then she also says: when my husband
retired, we went on many Ioeau’ciful trips,
experienced many Ioeaut'gﬁtl things
together. The memory of It gives me

s’crength. And the old woman, who was

crying just a moment ago, smiles.
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8. Remembering Ioeauﬁﬁﬂ tlflings.We Slde ‘\J? L’ U\“ rﬁg\ s u“’-@ v

think of how God, like]esus, he[}oed us in @ o cJl J.eu.u u\c ) Jz\j & Lo ' L

a difficult situation. Maybe He healed us J 4, 9 - ddler By hsbo (550 d CJJS
ious illness. Maybe He saved us i
of a serious illness. Maybe He saved us in <o T }{y

HE
a dangevous situation while ﬂee'mg. | S
Perhaps He has opened doors fov us here \1('9 bt @S U\’y | | c_,»\j,;,.J\

in Germany, despite difficulties, for a < 3T9) 2ol bos i) s | 93 ng A8y,
good path. Perhaps Jesus simply made b sy &) 1 Mo ) e syl (3 L

someth'mg Ioeauﬁﬁd poss'do le for Uus , S P
\ Lo dla) Lea) <o syl
‘c’mrough His intervention, as He did in . 6J{3 A‘uh - Salle

Cana, where the wedd'mg could continue LS-J Y 6\3\ ) j?;,j\ 3 \J,L\j 3 jﬂ\




9. Memory of beautiful things. LS u& 4‘50 yw? \Aw ju\: 9

Something else 1 look for when it's cold 5., e
and uncomfortab le outside and the jcj /> @ é 3; 5{

news from all over the worldare | £ 51 g6 o e300 4
ﬁightening IS a sense of security. In the A9 cJ.:%-\ o~ jl.\ @ .OAY\ 9 as 3%
beautiful season, "departure” may be RO \).BY\" L acl J;y g ji

more the order of the day, but now 1 —
and perhaps you too — are (ooking for o~ “"”“’ \*4’ \":JJ - })

security. As | fa” asleep, | imagine ' Q ; | Loes \.d
mysebC sitting on a train that travels

quickly through the countrys ide at
night




10. 1'm coming back ﬁrom a trip and
I'm going home by tram. | just sit there

COW'LfOVt&’Oly and Soon ]'U ’06 home.

When Anette and | fau as [eep, we
oﬁen cuddle up to each other and
then sleep very close to each other fov
several hours. That, too, is security fov
me. Christmas was yesterday, many
say. But we still have our Christmas
tree and in the morning | like to sing a
Christmas carol.
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11. And it is and remains a place of
security for me: the Son of God in
the manger, Mary and Joseph and
many peop le avound him, and 1 am
one of them. And at some pont Lt (s
nigh’c at the manger and | sleep very
close to the baby Jesus, completely
secure. "l lie down and sleep quite
peaceﬁ/tﬂy, for you, Lord, alone help
me to dwell safely." (Psalm 4:9)
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12. "Don't stop praying." (Romans 12:12¢)
In the morning, half an hour aﬁer getting
up n the dark, 1 sit on a mat in the [iving
room and pray. Pray for every’thing that is

on my mind Vigh‘c now, what 1 think
about in view of the day when 1 need he[p

ﬁrom above for mysebC and other peop le.
And in the evening in bed, 1 look back on
the day in prayer. Most of the time, 1 ﬁnd

that some of the moming's worrles were

unnecessary, that God changed things fov

the better and answered my prayers.
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13. That, too, is securi’cyfov me. 2 s u{é il C)L:\ L5 \;unj 13
Everything 1 have to do during the dayis {1 . ..~ 1. " ,
) s
encompassed by the prayer in the C\Maj\ 3 Mall %\5 fxs | ds ‘)&
morning and in the evening, is embraced | 7529 <(sr S Al anzms g oLl
by God who hears me, by Jesus who loves f 1gu5\" .zl g,\ﬁ Y g " oF sl

me. "Rejoice that you have hope. Stand 12 112 4ury) "3 ;Jc o s
ﬁVm when you have to suﬁer.” (Romans " Sl

1212bc) 1 often read in these first weeks of § plall s STH @\"”Y\ e f..g (f\)"»‘\'\;b}’?.é
the year that moderate politicians and f BT U«L\..al\ uw\.wj\ ol Ol s Lo \}5
other reasonable peop[e call on us to be y 5§ J\ L;l L JeRY ¢ Maall ua\:,“:})\ B2

ident and h | despit :
conﬁ ent an lf.pefu esplte s J{[f (’c JS\ J& u*-u-wj u“’-’\j
everytning.




14. Well, even from a human point of W e fe. e Ry
iila) Lo agrg - L 14
view, there is always reason for hope o j\@ J u/: ST .
ALl 3 Lol ¢ oW e Ky Sl

and a pwely pessimistic view of

things makes everything worse. But ﬂ 9 | J"'“;\ ¢ ¥ J{ Jag j,:\)l L
it's good that we Christians don't A ) CL;_ Y s Lol e

have to conjure up hope and > e & :
Belory oY bcl daly o) amerod
conﬁdence ourselves. Because our "IV o 7 J& p
hope comes to us from above and by L“ﬁﬁ ‘¢ LYl 9 8P \.Ji @i
from the front, it is around us and 9B 9 f“\ Q) Ll . o)) % \W\‘O-;'j
carries us ﬁfom below. Our hope has @M

a name and is called Jesus.




15. Jesus watches over me from

above, He goes Ioefove me, He stands

on my side, He catches me and helps
me to get up again. When 1 faU.
Where do we get the s’cveng’ch ﬁrom,
we sometimes ask ourselves. It does
not come ﬁrom us, but it comes from
outside, ﬁrom above, ﬁrom Him, and
so we can go on. | often feel weak.
But He is strong who is around me,

He will he[p me.
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16. There are several

piling up n ﬁront 0

&

obstacles
me and |

don't know how to overcome

them. But 1 believe: Jesus will

overcome what opposes me, that

S my 1’10106, my conﬁdence and

my prayer. With Jesus, 1 can

remain s’ceadfast even in d'ﬁicult

times.
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17. 1t is cold in Germany and it is also
cold in Was hington, in Ukraine, in the
Gaza Strip and in other places of
suffering. But we won't let it get us
down. We have ahfeady experienced

many beautgcbd things in our lives and

received a lot of he[}o ﬁom above and we

remember this with Joy and gra’citude.
We can experience security in
uncomfortab le times — with peop le who
are close to us and with Jesus, who is
always close to us.
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18. And in spite of everything, we &jg J\ \,.g.c o g* J{‘Pﬂ 18
can beﬁdl ofhope: because with L) Lol ‘@M{ C Y U-:W Y
Jesus we have the victor over all evil ) \:\:\ ) Q&W yj \w\& &l J‘"‘S\ J{ L}‘

at our side, and no‘ching can ever

. & .
separate us ﬁrom His love, and we R g AL S BT 5} 84*"‘”

will live with Him forever. "Rejoice | < !zl 5,,\3 Y g 3" LYY (L) dns
that you have hope! Stand furm Y sbll Sle gy Lo Bl
when you have to suffer. Do not stop (12 112 Jee ) "5Nal e

n

praying” (Romans 12:12).

Amen! !
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