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2. In the desert the whole

community told Moses and e 8] s ele J{me 2

Aaron they weren’t ha with 8  wev
Y them. PPy J*r d H.9)R3 d‘“ﬁ"’

3. The Israelites said to them, ks Wy b o5 g JBs.3
“We wish the LORD had put us \i’{e\ T PR (N
to death in Egypt. There we sat 32 R ST S
around pots of meat. We ate all \, ("‘U/ By 25 e M\&

the food we wanted. But you

have brought us out into this J‘J 2 L; U—*’f \g;
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desert. You must want this entire 5 st A D e
. . . ?Jb IR
community to die of hunger.’ «z,' > QI J{ Sj




11. The LORD said to Moses,

12. ‘I have heard the people of Israel talking
about how unhappy they are. Tell them,
“When the sun goes down, you will eat

meat. In the morning you will be filled with
bread. Then you will know that | am the

LORD your God.”’

13. That evening quail came and covered the

camp. In the morning the ground around the
camp was covered with dew.

14. When the dew was gone, thin flakes
appeared on the desert floor. They looked
like frost on the ground.

15. The people of Israel saw the flakes. They

asked each other, ‘What’s that?’ They didn’t
know what i1t was. Moses said to them, “It’s
the bread the LORD has given you to eat.
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16. Here 1s what the LORD has
commanded. He has said,

“Everyone should gather

as much as

they need. Take 1.5 kilograms for
each person who lives in

your tent.”

17. The people of Israel did as they
were told. Some gathered a lot, and
some gathered a little.

18. When they measurec
one who gathered a lot ©

It out, the
1dn’t have

too much. And the one w

no gathered

a little had enough. Everyone
gathered only what they needed.




19. Then Moses said to them,
‘Don’t keep any of it until
morning.’

20. Some of them didn’t pay any
attention to Moses. They kept
part of it until morning. But it

was full of maggots and began to
stink. So Moses became angry

with them.

21. Each morning everyone

gathered as much as they needed.
But by the hottest time of the day,

the thin flakes had melted away.
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Sermon for 14 July 2024 on Exodus g -11 .3-2:16 7 A o8 < 14/7/2024, 5 e
16:2-3.11-21 -

Dear congregation!

1. The Israelites said In the desert,
when the road was full of hardships: | o Bkl mﬂ S Sl e JBy

"If only the Lord had let us die In s S r WS» ub
Egypt! There we sat at the meat pots e 3 s ) =

and could eat our fill. Now you have i Jobs o0 1S, fﬁ"u (ECE TS

led us into this desert, where we will <&\ 2l oda 1) by Cusl 13 ﬂ\j" C,.J\ e
all die of hunger.” (Exodus 16:3bcde) § (5.16 1 PSR
We also know this from certain 3 T~ )“ @;
situations: we are desperate, we have oyl B thiae Ublge e ARRT S ar
no more hope. We long for the past, i, « oolll ) pless o2 Jol ol am 4,
we complain to God about our bl e
suffering.




2. A refugee from Africa tells us
about his experiences In the
desert: "l left my home village 5
years ago. We are 9 children.
Our small farm could not feed
them all. Some of my siblings
went to the capital. | was
expected to go to Europe.
"You'll be successful, come back
to our village as a rich man" -
that's how | was bid farewell
back then. But what happened
next?
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3. In the desert, | almost died of thirst | Lus o\all 3 ideall o Sgel o 00873

when the bus | had paid a lot of b L o oSO L aas o)) A s
money for broke down. In Libyawe | © U o S0k s G2

lived in a kind of prison, we Africans | o= i LS cmadl o e S L]
were treated like dirt. Finally we took § -0 ¢ bl bisl ey 15008 ¥, 5,6y
a boat across the Mediterranean. It Sloy b 55 ey ey oyl
was a horror trip. Our boat sank, many TUEOS o2
died, 1 just managed to save myself. In | <5 W) (3 . g 35} 0 Sy (58

Italy, 1 was on my own. | earned s Lol M e e I Sl
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money to live with jobs on the fruit @Ku\f , t; B \j
plantations, but | also broke my back. § ©° = QUSRS uf%;“g ol

In Germany, | was supposed to go sl cand Wy ) sl 1 o5l o

back to Italy. | went into hiding. After | s L \
the Dublin deadline, my asylum el b 20, £l Gl el am

application was rejected. 3 P




4. Toleration (Duldung), ol ST YL s Ll 4
accommodation in a home, no il 51 IRl G ol

prospects. Sometimes | get S oo Gl S an 3

depressed. | ask God: why did NI e
you take me out of Africa? There Ly Bl e g s DU i

&

IS no promised land here in el gyl ERLRLPIV o)l g
Europe. I'm struggling through b oY) LA 3 S e Gl

life here just like at home. Except
that my home is there and many | ) oyapde b WbV o syaally 2lla

(24

people here point at me and ask: Sla 339 0 15l e
what does the African want here? g S x Ot

If only | had stayed at home! My ) ) Ik Bl B el

God, hear my complaint and hel
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5. What is the lesson for me Aok u& g,SJ\S\ wf\ﬁ\ 9B L .5

from these desert experiences X el s
of the Israelites and the Lﬁ‘s el ol J’°

l:,)A\frtican? Cofrppl_ain té) _Godt § 5,61y sl WY1 el
about your suffering. Bring to @;\ hblas e A1 ) oS

Him from your heart all the
despair, sadness and bitterness Lo Slals 3 e Sls -6 4l
in you. You can tell Him. God o uﬁ . 2 e J
can withstand criticism. He is [ -4 Jgis ) v\&“ ) g s

God and he knows that He Mol o ) .
sometimes expects a lot from Al a) el ot o 0l

us. j«.ﬂ\ e oy Bl & (L@




6. God heard the Israelites’ : \c\j |l S | = .6

complaint and helped them. "In L e ol
the evening quails came and “;a;j uw o L";j,
covered the camp. In the Jo s dla 8 lall (3 o2

morning there was dew all dia K el s Lo 14
around the camp. When the dew QP (S B el f‘é

was gone, there was something .%J\fml\ P j}!\ J‘ JK 53 . 6,4

fine on the desert floor. It was Sl e el b2 K
grainy and fine like the frost on J&ij Joo LGy 2 9
the ground. ... Moses said to || s» 1o 1 grs0 b Jla . . 23
them, This is the bread that the ) K TR
Lord is giving you to eat." 72) S o) é:"lz"" s &
(Exodus 16:13,14,15c) (15 (14 (13 :16




7. ASyrian refugee tellsot his .1 20 3 a)ld o Suony (59w eV 7
desert experience on the run and ) )

1 1] - - ~ £ Lk " oK . JJ\ . p ,:f
God's help: "Our city was besieged [| == ke ST bl gm0l 2 513

by the 'Islamic State', they killed J (A A 45 glos L

and kidnapped many inhabitants. B . o sk KU o syl s
We left our town and arrived in T O ol e

Ilzmir in Turkey via many detours Bl e ) e 55 S o) Al Wy

with a lot of luck, no: with God's [l .l ¢y pe ¥ Lad) e (eS) se 3!
help. From 1zmir, we took a rubber § . O el ol bisT )
dinghy to a Greek island, Chios. FIT G ~ SR
The sea was stormy. The journey [ <3xea! bole o) 8 a5k sl pess-
took three hours. We were very 5] e Ve ol LS Ll &M 2o )
worried about whether we would -
make it. Ay ol o S S




8. We prayed again and again.
Thank God we arrived in Chios.
That is, the boat overturned off
Chios and we saved ourselves by
swimming to shore. The adults
helped those who couldn't swim.
On the island, Greeks showed us

the way to the refugee camp. At the
camp, we were given food and
clothes. We had lost everything In
the sea. Then we were taken by boat
to Athens. We finally arrived in
Germany via Greece, Macedonia,
Serbia, Croatia and Austria.
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9. God helped us every day, Lhao) ) buelu 5.9
friendly, helpful people met | e S

us and gave us food. Our faith W 1508y (ygglaieg (53935 ol
has grown a lot during this e I 1S k) & i .rw\
time. Now we have been e
living in Germany for a long [ 3% = B 3 pius o5 .28

time, we are doing well, we . L& Lo, (oo Ko Juxiy cdliob
have work. We thank God that § . N
he still helps us every day. J & (= S bl o all st

And it's good to remember $ 538 Tad) ey i ey

how much God helped us L e A
back then in great danger. S e 3 1S Lo A0 bcls




10. God gave the Israelites
manna and quails in the desert,
bread and meat to live on. He
also helps us again and again. As
the pastor of this church, | can
also sing a song about this. |
often pray in the morning before

a service: Dear God, grant that
over 60 people come to church.
Then | am busy with the service
and many other things. Then |
am told: there were 64 people In
the service. God has answered

my prayer.
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11. Or in the morning | don't
know how I'm going to get
everything done before | go on
vacation that day. An
appointment here, an
appointment there, | still have to
write this, prepare that. I'm under
stress. In the evening | realize:
I've managed everything. | thank
God that he has helped me again.
| also experience such answers to
prayer when It comes to bigger
things.
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12. Three years ago, we Tought § |y 1.5 . Lol «ole &3 S .12

for a uniform start to the . e A
service at 10.30 am. There 10:30 Zelodl 3 Sl load ol

were different opinions on this | 3 s &z oI dla &6, 2lo
in the church council. A lot of .« S0 Jiy £ s s e 3 LY
energy was invested In trying I 5 s\Lal" (s 3t o iz 3 L)

to prevent this "10.30 a.m. < 0" S C.
service" - instead, they wanted [ & 2~ &= 1030 %l 3 “‘“‘“ﬁ\
to stick to the old time of 10 [ %L\ 52y £adll Z30L 2l s} SN
a.m., which was too early for J il Ll 1S 8 sdly (las 10
many migrants. Then came the n t.é\ ool el ¢l o il
all-important community Ll

meeting. -




13. The supporters of both
opinions had prepared well and
Invited lots of people. In the
morning, | still didn't know how
It would turn out. We prayed
again and again. The church
meeting was very turbulent. In
the end, a vote was taken. There
was a clear majority in favor of
the new "10.30 a.m." start. | was
happy and grateful. God had
opened an important door on the
way to an intercultural church.
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14. \WWhat 1s the lesson for me

from these positive

experiences of God's help In

the
you
car

you
or

desert? Storm Him with
I requests. Trust that He
help you, wants to help
and will help you. Hold
to this trust in His help,

even through dry spells. |
believe that you too will
experience His help. When

you

do, don't forget to thank
him.
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15. All the families of the Israelites
gathered the manna on the desert
floor, the bread that God had given
them. "One gathered much, another
gathered little. Then they measured
out what each had gathered. He
who had gathered much did not
have too much, and he who had
gathered little did not have too
little." (Exodus 16, 17b.18)
Gathering a lot was therefore
useless. The manna had to be
gathered anew each day and then
eaten. Stockpiles could not be built

up.
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16. A well-known Christian (34 s s 3 JB5 .16

pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, e
once said: "I believe that God § ()} s ojo O ¢ pare D

wants to give us as much Aou s A u\ do A\
resilience as we need In every

emergency. But He does not $5ylsb a&\p K 3a,ll

give It to us in advance, so that
we do not rely on ourselves, but J& 2% Y S Bdie o) Lidam Y

on Him." For me, that is the | w} el ade | L
lesson from this experience
with the manna that the 5/&\3 ul w U'“J“d

Israelites received from God
every day: 8% Sl J’“ b oy




17. You can't stockpile God's help. Of
course we would like that: security for
all time until the end of our days. But
God's help only comes anew every day,
like manna. Every morning we must
and may pray that God will help us
through the day. In the evening, when
we come to rest, we can realize how He
has helped us. There are new challenges
every day, but God is also at our side
every day. We can trust Him anew every
day. "l believe that God wants to give
us as much resilience as we need In
every emergency. But He does not give
It to us In advance, so that we do not
rely on ourselves, but on Him." Amen!
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