Luke 1

68. ‘Give praise to the Lord, the God of Israel!

He has come to his people and pwrchased
their ﬁreedom.

69. He has acted with great power and has
saved us. He did it for those who are ﬁfom the
family line of his servant David.

70. Long ago holy prophets said he would do
it.

71. He has saved us ﬁfom our enemies. We are
rescued ﬁfom all who hate us.




72. He has been kind to our people
of long ago. He has remembered his

ho [y covenant.

73. He made a promise to our father

Abraham.

74. He promised to save us from our
enemies. Then we could serve him
without feav.

75. He wants us to be holy and godly
as long as we live.




76. ‘And you, my child, will be called a
prophet of the Highes‘c God. You will go
ahead of the Lord to prepare the way for

him.

77. Youwill tell his people how they can be
saved. You will tell them that their sins can

be forgiven.
78. All of that will happen because our God

is tender and caring. His kindness will Ioring
the ris Ing sun to us ﬁfom heaven.

79. It will shine on those [iv'mg in darkness
and in the shadow of death. Tt will guide our
fee’c on the pa’ch of peace.’
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Introduction to the reading Luke
1:5-25 on 15 December 2024

The evangelist Luke Ioeg'ms the Christmas story with
Zechariah. n this Veading ﬁrom Luke 1, Zechariah is
told of the birth of his son John. His son John later
becomes John the Baptist. He is half a year older
than Jesus. An angel announces the birth of his son
to the old Zechariah, who is a priest Iay profession,
during his service in the temple in Jerusalem. How
does Zechariah react to the angel’s words that he is
to become a fathev for the ﬁrst time in his old age?
We will see this in the pantomime, and it will also be
the suloject of the sermon.
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Isalah 11

5. Herod was king of Judea. During the time he
was mling, there was a priest named
Zechariah. He Ioelonged to a group of priests
named after Ab g'ah. His w@fe Elizabeth also

came ﬁfom the family line of Aaron.

6. Both of them did what was V'Lght in the sigh‘c
of God. They obeyed all the Lord’s commands
and rules fai’chﬁdly.

7. But they had no children, because Elizabeth
was not able to have any. And they were both
very old.
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8. One day Zechariah’s group was on duty.
He was serving as a priest in God’s
temp le.

9. He happened to be chosen, in the usual
way, to go mto the temp le of the Lord.

There he was supposed to burn incense.

10. The time came fov this to be done. All
who had ga’chered to worsh'qo were praying
outside.

11. Then an angel of the Lovrd appeared to B Y \_g_a ) ; _j'jﬁ 4\3 Jéb 11
Zechariah. The angel was standing at the
5 C

Vight side of the incense altar.




12. When Zechariah saw him, he was amazed 'dj’ ‘d“ @ 9 < )4'& | G JS 5 612
and terriied NG5 g % ] 83

13. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be .
afraid, Zechariah. Your prayer has been "\L'“ u\;\.@J V\" J ‘V‘*'M it V\M\L

heard. Your wife Elizabeth will have a child. 1t Ls 5 9 Mj o U
will be a boy, and you must call him John.
5955 C\rﬁ s 2 5514

14. He will be a joy and delight to you. His N j
birth will make many peop le very g[ad. T > dﬁ’ J“""“

15. He will be important in the sigh’c ofthe J’&.ﬁfoj j;-j ¢ J/Sﬂ r\,o Uﬁi ZY 15
Lord. He must never drink wine or other such
\ , N
drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit ol o Ul“ 5
even before he is born. " '\J




16. He will Ior'mg back many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God.

17. And he will prepare the way fov the
Lord. He will have the same Spirit and
power that Elija’n had. He will bring
peace between parents and their

children. He will teach people who don’t

obey to be wise and do what is V'Lgh’c. In

this way, he will prepare a peop le who
are Veady fov the Lord.




18. Zechariah asked the angel, How canT § (114 fu g,o.§> J\JLQ.U G é J&.18

be sure of this? 1 am an old man, and my

«g. £ wE
wife is old too.” ' \'éﬂ\é Lg M'\’w d\f\ﬁ C"w y L}y

19. The angel said to him, 1 am Gabriel. ] J-*’ j" \4\» 43 J\ﬁ/ JN \9-\3 19
serve God. 1 have been sent to speak‘co |- <5HS§! ; Jj ch /r ~ \3“

you and to tell you this good news.

ANV
20. And now you will have to be silent. .o ., .
You will not be able to speak until after S a8 Vs la & é ! \-%20/

John is born. That's because you did not f,\f; s 5 jg 5 :\S‘{ ro/ \ J\ K

believe my words. They will come true at 8 . g P
the time God has chosen.’




21. During that time, the peop le were waiting
for Zechariah to come out of the temp le.
They wondered why he stayed there so

long.

22. When he came out, he could not speak to
them. They realised he had seen a vision in

the temp le. They knew this because he ke}ot

gesturing to them. He still could not speak.

23. When his time of service was over, he
returned home.

24. After that, his wife Elizabeth became
pregnant. She stayed at home for ﬁve

months.




Sermon for 15 December 2024
on Luke 1, 5-25

Dear congregaﬁon.’

1. Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were
childless. This was not their vo[untary

decision. They oﬁen wished and prayed
for children. But they remained childless
and grew old over it. Elizabeth was
obvious [y unable to have children. They
had to endure their own disappointment
and also the contempt of the peop le.
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2. People at the time said of a childless
woman: she has not ﬁdﬁlled her task as
a woman, she is worth noth'mg. Yet
Elizabeth and Zechariah were peop le
who faithfully kept God's
commandments. A woman from today

tells us: "My husband and 1 have been

Christians for years. We have wanted a

child for a [ong time. How happy we
were when 1 became pregnant. We
prayed for a good birth and a heal‘chy
child.
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3. There were complica’cions dwring the

birth. During the ﬁrst few months, it

tuwrned out that our child had mul‘cip le
disabilities. We were in hospital with him

again and again. Again and again we

pvayed fov healing and recovery. Our son
IS now 6 years old. 1t has been a diﬂ?icul‘c
Journey for us so far. There has been no

miracle. Every day we ask God fov
s’crength for everyday life. Yes, we get it

too. But it remains diﬁqcu[t

Sl Je ¥ gl il Olaclia &j» 3
OV I e el IR RHIgHH
AWL{ RENVCS ubk9w¢@,u¢b

;ugb Jf\""’\"a M i)
ojﬁj\ ﬁ\uog/.uasrj: yojmo .fj\.&




4. Zechariah is already old when he
hears the message ﬁfom the angel:
“Do not be aﬁfaid, Zechariah! Your

prayer has been answered. Your w 'gCe
Elizabeth will give you a son.”

(Luke 113bcd)

It is hard for Zechariah to believe that
even now, in his old age, his wish for
a child will be fulﬁ“ed and his [ife will

take on a special meaning shortly

Ioefore the end.
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5.1 oﬁen hear similar things ﬁfom
older peop le. As children, as adults,
’chey have experienced dgﬁicul’c ‘ch'mgs
In life. They lived througln war, were
plagued on illness. But in old age ‘chey

are dOiVlg weU They ’aave enough

money to live on. They enjoy their
fami[ies and are in good health. With
Elisabeth, ‘chey can say: “This is what
the Lord has done for me. Now he has

taken care of me.” (Luke 1, 25ab)
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0. Life as a Christian pro’oa’o [y
involves both: we ask fov help, fov
Improvement, for a miracle. No‘thing
happens. The situation remains
unchanged. There is no Vecognizab le

response to our prayers. We can also
talk about this, including
disappointmen’cs. In such situations,
we need patience and to fai’chﬁ/d[y
hold on to God, even Lf He does not
ﬁtmu our wishes.
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7. He is always there and means
well with us. Sometimes we don't
know why He expects nothing to
change. But He remains the God
who loves us. And then, of
course, there is the other side:
God answers our prayers, he hos
us exacﬂy as we need it. He saves
us in times of need. He makes
dreams come true.
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8.1 believe we need both: the hope that ;J,:Y\ w&l iz 5l sel .8

Jesus can change everything. 1 lay S . )
everything that is on my heart before r,\s i J{jw O o é

Him and trust in His ’ae[p. | can d‘& 4530 s L3 d’\ﬁ st L3 L J{
experience how He helps me. But 1 also \.,a \ o )\ 6.<3 @,\cu \,o.{ A J&

want to endure and accept it and A& \.,a.B | V\j 3 |
remain faithful to Him when things JL ’ J&

tuwrn out d@ﬁerenﬂy, when He Imposes (’f 3 Pl JK‘“J 20 ) uJ\“‘“
difficult things on me and does not -%\-:9 BREEeE % 3] o) 3 A 9\-:-'-“\ u\:«

ﬁ”‘!ﬁ“ my wishes. Even then, He is not < A A " J& “ s ol
gone and He remains the God who " SaC N é 5 2

loves me. Lﬁ"é




9. It is said of Zechariah that he live4 f\'j @\w U'“\“ & \: J{J e J\m 9
ngh’ceously befove God. And then this e s | j B X
Zechariah is allowed to experilence - U Bt b py g (A Ay

something specialwith God: an ange[ U{;éj\ @ Ve ane ooy : 40
speaks to him in the temple: Zechariah S > smy . 2 alal " ){J e

will be the father of a special child. S ) -
: \ c
And then, at the decisive moment, the d"w}}\ & J’?J = Aol ol

fai’c’nﬁA[ man OfGod turns nto a gu,\& \ i ()\ Jf\ plf‘ :\D/K o

doubter: “How can 1 know that this Sl A8 Sz Cwu Loy U Y
il happen? For 1 d d 1@ e el
will happen? For amzﬂao man an 151801 B, " Ll
my wife is already old.” (Luke 1:18bc)




10. Zechariah does not believe SN ry{ 32 é \_,E .10

the angel’s words - unlike

Mary, by the way, who is >3 @S\ o ) L)"‘<‘° J“ o
mentioned immediately 13 jj 3 S5 s ojw\,w \_mﬁ

(24

afterwards in Luke. The young BN Uﬁ s L) .
6 u ) N > " !

woman Vesponds to the equa“y

surprising words of the angel: a5 s &Y’ \:mg\ dfo\.ol\

“Let what you have said be (>38:16J)" ¢
done for me.” (Luke 1, 38¢) (C 35 ) L; o




1. Awoman of today says: "As a

Christian, 1 hear and read again

and again: be courageous and be

strong! Trust God, trust Jesus!
Confess Him, be fai’chﬁil to Him!
And then 1 hear about great ro le
models of faitla such as Mary or
Paul, who remained strong in their
faith even in turbulent times.
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12. 1 have to say: in the Bible, 1 love
believers with weaknesses and
doubts more. Like the discip les

who, even aﬁer the many miracles

that Jesus performed, still didn't
Veaﬂy understand Him. 1 too

sometimes lack courage in my

fait’a. My fai’t’a is sometimes weak
and 1 am despondent and ask

myself: where is God?”
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13. | believe that a strong fai’ch, a ﬁrm trust J;\ A ) i)y ¢ éj.d u\.ﬂ] j\ y 13

S good and we can thank the Holy Spirit Sl ,\;J e
for this and ask Him for such strong faith. ‘)& o Cj) ﬂw O ‘3

But living as a Christian also includes what | ©° 55 Uﬂ “ﬁj'd Q\‘y B A “”M@j
the father of a sick child says to Jesus: “ =% J@L ~\3\3 4 9% L 9 w\ '5\-;;\
believe, help my unbelief.” (Mark 9:24) We

8y0) "Gl e el sl T o
need not be ashamed of some weaknesses LG oo ot T sy (24:9
in our trust in God and only aﬁer some dvy TR O | dw | '
spells in our faith do we continue with b9 ), \"& yﬁ el L S i)
renewed strength. We are allowed to be Lokl 3 bhyde Sl OV o V) B0
who we are with our fai‘ch and are ’cherefore J\J L:\.Q L’ w u‘ L g ji QQ\ A ;
God's beloved children and disciples of L ) . C
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14. Did you know the name Zechariah s\, ,{) \N\ b5 C S a .14
before today's service? After all

Zechariah is at the Ioegmnmg of LJ{J cllal A"L(r Sl jj\ Aol
Luke's Gospel with whom the story of Ax0 \.«\,Jj ‘\3)3 J.A ARV L3 Do ga

Jesus' birth Ioegms. As the fa’ther of Ls o nl Aty @w _;\)L:A Y

John the Baptist, he is part of the Nl e sl
story of salvation in the New G2 e Fob Of e O Soal

Testament. But at the same time, he is | #® 4 3 jj LB 2 ) sl

on[y the fa’cher of the fovemnner of J{ SRS (l @M; d’u f
Jesus. There is no further mention of sl gl 3 By

him in the New Testament.




15. Zechariah is such a special man
of God and yet he is not. A man
ﬁfom ‘coday tells us: “Our pastor
a[ways says: as a Christian, you have
to take respons Uoility for others. As a
Christian, you have to lead the way,
show others the way. As a Christian,
you are a special child of God. When
our pastor talks like that, 1 ask
myself: does that app [y to me?
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16. 1 don't like to stand in the ‘3 Oﬁ{ O —=1Y.16
ﬁron’c row. 1 don't lead the way Jg E <\~@.. | 53 @m\ N L .Jj \

either, 'm move o_f a person who @L’J Lis . Lo uaﬁ“ R
walks along. When people ask: oda e O‘g 3 DI J\;.A\

who can take on this or that task, &\13; el | 15 G/U.'S : Wt

I'm not one qfthose who come u . .
forwavd ﬁrst ] like to stay in the S ¢ V’\ 3} | O 9o fod\

background and work quietly. | & o NG B3 Jeally 43\
I'm not something special.” "




17. Per’naps we feel the same way
as Zechariah: in certain
situations and tasks, we are
c’na”enged to be some‘ching
special, to stand out, to show
courage and s’cveng‘ch. And then

we step back into the community,

remain in the background, make

a small impact, don't stand out,
are noth'mg special.
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18. Proloably both are part of our
ministry: to be singled out and to
be one, one like all. Zechariah and
us. We experience answers to
prayer and small or even lavge
miracles, and we don't experience
them dwing lean periods. We are

courageous and strong n fai’ch and

then our trust is small and our

falﬂa is weak.




19. We stand out and are some’ch'mg B9 ot C?‘dj Cﬁ s 19
special and at the same time a child Ju\)u on A ol os jj\ g

of God like millions of others. J\bg\ Lo e 2T
Sometimes we are heroes of fai‘ch ) "Ug O | U‘w CEIS S
A adly jazd A3 amy ledd

and then we are Justa little tired. In

all of this, we are like the old ;\ ) j?,a)\ \aj) A K i LS 9

Zechavia.h or the young Mary: a - Al | ..~§ 4&\ Of\ : :\ew\ <
beloved child of God, called to serve
Him. k0

A’

Amen! : w\
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