Introducti

for 23 June 2024: John the Bapti

1. Tomorrow, 24 June, is S‘c]ohn’s Day, the
birthday of John the Baptist, who also baptized
Jesus. He is half a year older than Jesus. That's

why we celebrate his birthday six months before
Christmas, at the beginning of summer. Today
we hear and see reports from the life of John the
Baptist in three scenes. Jesus' mother Mary visits
Elizabeth, the older woman who is pregnant with
John the Baptist. John the Baptist in Elizabeth's
womb rejoices when he meets Jesus, who has just
been conceived loy the Ho ly Spirit, in Mary's
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2. In the second scene, we hear]olfm as a
preachev of God's judgment and
repentance and see him as the Baptist of
Jesus and other people. In the third
scene, John is in prison. He asks Jesus:
Are you the expected Messiah? The
Veadings with literal speecla are spoken
pavﬂy in German and pavﬂy in Farsi
and pmjected onto the wall in the other
language. Aﬁer the scenes, we listen to
appropriate pieces of music ﬁrom the
organ.
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39. At that time Mary got ready [ &= M.mj TW s 3 f;; Calb.39
and hurried to a town in Judea’s Bar dans ) Jlsdt
hill country. ) o e
40. There she entered Je das 65 — es;.40

Zechariah’s home and greeted Sbladl

Elizabeth.
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41. When Elizabeth heard “’ag f’o rb | i

Mary’s greeting, the baby inside | Sblad SN (s o
her jumped. And Elizabeth was ew| @j
filled with the Holy Spirit.

42a. In a loud voice she called
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42b. ‘God has blessed you more
than other women. And blessed Is
the child you will have!

43. But why Is God so kind to me?
Why has the mother of my Lord
come to me?

44. As soon as | heard the sound of
your voice, the baby inside me
jumped for joy.

45. You are a woman God has
blessed. You have believed that the
Lord would keep his promises to
you!”’




7. John spoke tot
to be baptised by

ne crowds coming
nim. He said, ¢You

are like a nest of

noisonous snakes!

Who warned you to escape the

coming of G

od’s anger?

8. Live in a way that shows you have
turned away from your sins. And
don’t start saying to yourselves,

“Abraham iIs our

father.” 1 tell you,

God can raise up children for
Abraham even from these stones.
9. The axe Is already lying at the

roots of the trees.

All the trees that

don’t produce good fruit will be cut
down. They will be thrown into the
fire.
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10. ‘Then what should we do?’ the
crowd asked.

11. John answered, ‘Anyone who has
extra clothes should share with the one
who has none. And anyone who has
extra food should do the same.’

12. Even tax collectors came to be
baptised. ‘Teacher’, they asked, ‘what

should we do?’

13. ‘Don’t collect any more than you are
required to,” John told them.

14. Then some soldiers asked him, ‘And
what should we do?’ John replied,
‘Don’t force people to give you money.

Don’t bring false charges against people.

Be happy with your pay.’
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21. When all the people were
being baptised, Jesus was
baptised too. And as he was
praying, heaven was opened.
22. The Holy Spirit came to
rest on him in the form of a
dove. A voice came from
heaven. It said, ‘You are my
Son, and | love you. | am
very pleased with you.’
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18. John’s disciples told him
about all these things. So he chose
two of them.

19. He sent them to the Lord.
John told them to ask him, ‘Are
you the one who Is supposed to

come? Or should we look for
someone else?’

20. The men came to Jesus. They
sald, ‘John the Baptist sent us to
ask you, “Are you the one who Is
supposed to come? Or should we
look for someone else?”’

B 5,06 s 780618

codead6 2y o8 B4 83819
e Ed :5’1.3\3 2 53 Jﬁ g ’@’
«8 AT J"g.‘fs: \’j
\?;5-53,» ¢ g)k-jﬂ 9{3) 5ls 155,20
b 6 A Wlasl 38 gl

«8 T gk A 5




21. At that time Jesus healed many ﬁ ﬁ
people. They had ilInesses, diseases and PR L Y Pr\ PR P\ P
evil spirits. He also gave sight to many ' ‘ ,f‘“ I'J)J £9°0

who were blind. 3

)
22. S0 Jesus replied to the messengers,
‘Go back to John. Tell him what you ﬁ \...b.ﬂ» \‘43 J\sj é 53 Cg\p-\.e 22
have seen and heard. Blind people

receive sight. Disabled people walk. u:}% q.nﬂ 1 w L“J, La \_.5_ y

Those who have skin diseases are made PV s o 0,
“clean”. Deaf people hear. Those who r““ QJJA‘ﬁ U‘J‘ﬂj : 19
are dead are raised to life. And the good ,, o
news is announced to those who are U‘S[““hﬁ ‘d}‘)‘: L})‘“J ‘d)"‘*“’
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23. Blessed I1s anyone who does not give

up their faith because of me.’ «Z’é %5 Y uﬂ dJLjZ3




Sermon for 23 June 2024 on
John 3:30

Dear congregation!

1. ""This is the testimony of John

the Baptist: "'Jesus must increase,

but | must decrease." (John 3:30)
John says: | am only the

forerunner of Jesus. My task Is to
point to Jesus the Messiah. Jesus IS
the Lamb of God who bears the sin
of the world. As a prophet, I, John,
only draw people’s attention to
Jesus. Those who have found Jesus
no longer need me.
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2. ""Jesus must increase. but John L "
) i _ . ) . 2
must decrease.” In the beginning, e My s @“"' Je

John had many followers. They PRI SPAEW @ uau o g |
loved the wild prophet who didn't L5
care about prosperity or a A et 6“3 ol 58 o
comfortable life and who focused § «le 55 2 u’@,@b JUb e K
his life solely on God. When John : b o ae boie ) \e Ls |
placed Jesus at the center of his 2 @'A > 59 ; e
message, many of John's disciples § Uss o e yaall it cadlesy S0

became disciples of Jesus. The s 1 L .
disciples of Jesus became the oo S gl g b JS Ca Jueds |

largest world religion. Today, oY 44’5)@ P @»@ a Jedls

John and his movement are a .%u\ @\3 5 4 tala LS
marginal note in world history. 2




3. ""Jesus must increase, but John Lfk L'ﬂﬁ SN @*‘“’ ub —% .3

must decrease." Jesus is half a year by o o] gt " ey ol log
younger than John the Baptist. We T . , |
celebrate the birth of Jesus, the light § <7 M Jaos e Caan il

of the world, in the darkest season of % o e K 5 :
’ | ool gt OBV Ella (3 Al
the year. Today or tomorrow, we J \’ﬁS = ﬁy 3 Vl b

celebrate the birth of John the Sl Ciate 3 laaal) Lo g 3N V36 |

summer season. But on St. John's

Day, the days become shorter again . 5 AP .
and the brightness of life diminishes. @b Jay 5180 pad N G

By contrast, when Jesus is born, the § Cowo! e Ay Leass 3 23 ks
days become longer again. The o s . s
brightness of life grows with each e 5L Z;L“ (S B JJL’\ rw\

passing day. 3 J{”ﬁ
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4. ""Jesus must increase, but
John must decrease." John
stands for us humans, Jesus for
God. ""God must increas, but
humans must decrease." John IS
a prophet. He completes the

series of Old Testament
prophets. The prophets of the
Old Testament and also John
proclaim God's judgment on us
sinful humans. We humans
today also experience God's
judgments.
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5. We are currently witnessing a
turning point. Climate change
will change life even In
prosperous Western countries.
Weather extremes are increasing,
prosperity Is declining. Millions
of climate refugees from poorer

countries that have become too
hot will flock to countries In
Europe where the climate is still
tolerable. The lives of Europeans
will become more similar to the
living conditions of people from
poorer countries.
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6. In this crisis ahead of us, there
will be no more constant
""growing"’. People in Europe
will learn to ''decrease’’, to have
less. This i1s difficult for us
humans. When God judges us,
the prophets say that we should

accept that life will get worse,
but we can continue to trust
God. He will only place as many
burdens on us as we can carry.
And God gives us the strength to
accept the challenges, even In
difficult circumstances.
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7. ""This Is the testimony of John the
Baptist: Jesus must increase, but |
must decrease." This sentence takes
on a special meaning when we believe
In Jesus. This is beautifully expressed
In an old Protestant confession from
Heidelberg: ""What is your only

comfort in life and in death? That I,
body and soul, Iin life and in death,
am not my own, but the own of my

faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with
his precious blood paid in full for all
my sins and ... has redeemed and
preserved me." (Heidelberg
Catechism, Question 1)
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8. "'Jesus must increase, but |
must decrease." Do | belong
to myself? In an outward
sense, yes. | am free to go the
way | want to go. | am not a
slave or a servant and | am
not living In a dictatorship.
But In a deeper sense, It IS
wonderful that | am not
alone "with body and soul"’
"In life and in death" with
myself and perhaps my
family.
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9. I belong to Jesus. To the one
who Is not a dictator, but who
gave himself up for me out of
love and joined himself to me. In
the depths of my person, | only
exist In union with Jesus. That Is
why | am redeemed from the
guilt of my sin and | am
preserved through all storms
Into eternal life. | belong to Jesus
with body and soul - that means
strength, comfort, joy and peace
for me.
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10. Jesus Is at my side, what
else can happen to me? In
return, I am happy to accept
losing my self-centeredness
and instead be safe with
Jesus, who loves me - In this
life and for eternity. "'Jesus
must Increase, but | must
decrease."" A salutary
sentence. When life's
circumstances become more
difficult and God sends us
this, I accept It.
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11. Because Jesus Is my Lord , 9
and my God, who loves me, sl u@b G P (o QV 11

my life has a solid center. [PPSO il
There is peace in my heart. 57 Sl 08 <5

As a believer in Jesus, | also | <C> U”ﬁ’ u"""g Lﬁ‘\*" 3 &’\)L““

want to 'decrease' In a ldly ! B Loyl g,
el O )
broader sense and let Jesus

grow. My life should not only u‘“’ ) Cj“ﬁ\ &U"’ e 5‘5\’ Z;*“’j
revolve around my own needs oW llil Jo o ) Gl

and those of my family, but |
want to serve Jesusand my J © [T qu“ Sl by

fellow human beings with my § .5l 2l e (333 &5 >0
life. ) )




12. John calls on the people to
change their lives. When they ask
him what they should do
specifically, he answers In very
practical terms: '"He who has two
shirts should give one to him who
has none. Whoever has something

to eat should act in the same
way." (Luke 3:11) To the tax
collectors he says: "'Do not ask
for more than is written in your
regulations!"”" (Luke 3:13) And to
soldiers: ""Do not abuse or
blackmail anyone, but be content
with your wages." (Luke 3:14cd)
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13. John said this 2000 years (f; 3 ¢ 2000 Jxeo Lo Ly J6 .13

ago In a much poorer society o

than today. But it also applies i ‘“ﬂﬁ 's’ﬁé\ Ao 5 uf& v
to us: share with the poor. Help | el 1l o el 50 e

others. Live correctly, reliably e .
and with discipline. Keep an DI C‘& @ S Y

eye on our fellow human oo D) el 3o e

beings, especially the weaker c ‘|,
e il e s ot | 455 “’”’”y gl Lol 9 f”d
meaning and does us good s W e 525 gall Ll D Vs,
when we dedicate our lives to ax WLy s Wlad ol wg.
good causes and thus give Jesus § =~ © ) )

the glory. Gy S




14. ""This Is the testimony of John
the Baptist: Jesus must increase,
but | must decrease.” John takes
himself back, he points to Jesus,

the greater one, the Son of God. In
the time ahead of us, many who
have been doing very well up to

now must "‘decrease’’ and may say

yes to this from God. My heart is
at peace, which is higher than all
reason. This peace has a name:
Jesus. And so | also want to serve
Jesus with my life and bring Him

glory.

Amen!
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