. n the beginning, the Word lread ,@ ,m/°}’~
1. In the beginning .e ora was already ,\,& OK \j ‘ {9,&3\ L3,1
there. The Word was with God, and the Word ;

was God.
2. He was with God in the Ioeginning.

3. All things were made through him.
No’ch'mg that has been made was made
without him.

4. Lﬁe was in him, and that life was the light 5 YR OB YR c GEPIPZ
for all people. ‘u*“u )9 w{o\-}g\j co\.}?J\ Q/JJKQ\A%4

5. The light shines in the darkness. But the (oj ; /O\ SiS\/ > /oy ﬁj\ & s 6/43 K ;5‘(35

darkness has not overcome the light
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10. The Word was in the world. And the world
was macde t’mrough him. But the world did not
recognise him.

1. He came to what was his own. But his own
people did not accept him.

12. Some people did accept him and did
believe in his name. He gave them the Vigh’c to
become children of God.

13. To be a child of God has nothing to do

with human parents. Children of God are not
born because of human choice or because a

husbhand wants them to be born. They are
born because of what God does.
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14. The Word became a

human Ioeing. He made his
home with us. We have seen

his glory. It is the glovy of the

One and Only, who came from
the Father. And the Word was

ﬁAU of grace and truth.




18. This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about. His mother
Mary and Joseph had promised to get married. But before they started to
live toge’cher, it became clear that she was going to have a Ioaby. She

became pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit.

19. Her husband Joseph was faithful to the law. But he did not want to
put her to shame in pub[ic. So he p[anned to divorce her quie’dy.

20. But as Joseph was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream. The angel said, ‘Joseph, son of David, don’t be aﬁfaid

to take Mary home as your wfe. The loaby inside her is ﬁfom the Holy
Spirit.

21. She is going to have a son. You must give him the name Jesus. That’s
because he will save his people ﬁfom their sins.” 22 All this took place to

bring about what the Lord had said would happen. He had said t’mfough
the prop het,

23. “The virgin is going to have a ba]oy. She will give birth to a son. And he
will be called Tmmanuel.” The name Tmmanuel means ‘God with us.’

24. Joseph woke up. He did what the angel of the Lord commanded him
to do. He took Mary home as his wife.

25. But he did not sleep with her until she gave birth to a son. And Joseph
gave him the name Jesus.
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8. There were shep herds [iving out in the ﬁelds nearby. It was
night, and they were tak'mg care of their sheep.

9. An angel of the Lord appeared to them. And the glory of
the Lord shone around them. They were terrified.

10. But the ange[ said to them, ‘Do not be aﬁraid. ] bring you
good news. 1t will bring great joy for all the peop[e.

1. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to
you. He is the Messiah, the Lord.

12. Here is how you will know 1 am te“ing you the truth. You

will ﬁnd a baby wrapped n strips of cloth and lying n a

manger.’

13. Sudden[y a [avge group of angels ﬁrom heaven also
appeared. They were praising God. They said,

14. ‘May glory be given to God in the highest heaven! And
may peace be given to those he is pleased with on earth!’
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Sermon 26 December 2024

o . 2 per gl 2024 pawys 26 i
ear congregation.

SO . 57 e

1.1 have S]OQCL&[ memortes ofCImrLstmas

Day 1990. At that time 1 had been a vicar rk“ Mdloe o dols u\:ﬁ L;,G 1
for six months, in practical training to G 3l L8 oS 3l ells 31990

become a pastor, and fov the ﬁrs’c time in C;‘:;Lg‘\j e @py g)‘“"“ o Sl L3 ( j@“ﬂ

my life 1 preached a sermon at Christmas. Y SISt o
- 0 e 8 ke
At the same time, the birth of my older SRS ¥ 3 LA G

daugh‘cer was not far away and 1 was Eﬂﬁ s> J‘ﬁﬁ" S99 28 (l Al Vﬁﬁ“
moved on the simultaneity of the ba’oy d @—«A JM\ oy Q»\jd\ 2y (S jfg\ @b\

Jesus in the manger and the expected frst , L3 S d ) ;3}\ Jalally 553L)
child of my own.




2. Christmas 2024: My younger daughter
gave birth to her ﬁrst child in November
and 1 became a gvandfa’cher. As 1 carried
my gvandchi[d In my arms at the
beginning of December, 1 immediately
remembered Christmas carols and sang
some of them to little June. When he
became a little restless, 1 hummed “Silent
Night”, the most famous Christmas carol
in the world. The ﬁVs’c verse ends with
“Sleep in heavenly peace”. It's actually a
lullaby and Junis became calm again.

il 2u$1.2024 I YL w2
Vo Comesly 15 3 Jy31 il 3 0.0l
Al 3 s op g Sl oS bos
re Gl 35l Jo D88 s el
boss s Bpiuall gt loam ey I

VG o o | o laas C,,a’\

Al 3 oY e L8 eal Py Minlo

Ll Sl 2D 192" o J W AT s

50 Gola jukignr C”‘;\ 15y 35 B 3
(S




3. 1 realized: Christmas is a

N
celebration of a baby, worshipped as J’QA Jib 52 ML) e u\ v{ﬁ\ 3

God. At Christmas, God the Son ) s ) s 3 MKM} A

becomes human and His jowrney asa | >4 jf QLA?@ JL g < Gl oY)
human begins as a newborn. Next to jf W5 gall cdall ilst Ly

the cross, the most widespread image . ; |
n Chrisﬁani’cy S proba’oly Mary wi%’a @ elive 4 w\ L% \JW\
Jesus on her lap, a mother and her iCan Bﬂﬁ Il o '\émaﬁ r\ﬁ &
baby. Jesus' birth brings an algall Jadl) ozl s eu\ A &1
astonishing esteem for newborns, , Ju;})\j 3|
babies and children into the world.




4. Later Jesus will say: “Whoever
welcomes a child in my name welcomes
me.” (Luke 9.48b) Jesus identifies with
the children and tells us: in children He
himse[f meets us in a hidden way. In
their trust, children are role models in
faith for Jesus. The German word
“Krippe” as a caring place for infants
comes from the manger in which Jesus

lay as a HGW,OOV'VL
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5. So: because we celebrate Christmas,
that God the Son comes into the world
as a baby, newborns, babies and
children have a special dignity for us.
They are companions of the child in the
manger. Even the birth of a child is a
miracle and ho lding a newborn in our
arms touches our hearts. In the Ioaby
Jesus, heaven 'L’cself smiles at us, the
eternal God creeps nto our hearts
through the charm of a newborn.
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6. My fathev had a theme in his life: how

could the Holocaust happen in the
Germany where he lived, where 6 million
Jews were systematically shot and gassed
on Germans? When this happened
around 80 years ago, my fa’cher was a
teenager and was not comp[ici’c in this
crime against humanity. But this
German genocide of Jews preoccupied
him and toge’cher with many millions of
others he built - quite successﬁtlly -
another democratic Germany.

q{:s\}\ 2 Cada LS-*\S\j s Qb/.6
o8 G LT 3 &1 oud S8
S35 oedhe 6 e JUl 5Dl SRS

50\13\ ,\su\cJuL WJWL’K‘A
56 Gl 80 Ly 13 lia oo Leis

0B (3 )93 (4! “hﬁ% aal e (sl
odee Maide 5 a0 LAY o i 4

SONNE SIS IREPAL LUV Aol 5ol
- &dlez L)) 5es LW oLy C(M';}!\ e




7. A Germany that faced up to its great ot J& L3 =& @\ L7
gui[’c and focused on a reconciled, d—d t\.@l U‘“’\""‘S vlo L}

peejeﬁti;o?ciﬁlence r‘crﬁattres.]oejzﬁ the 73290 b JSL F}} cujr JEL
ienity of others. The topic of the "o "
s" P ) 3l 15 Lo sl

Holocaust also plays a decisive role in

the current debate in Germany about J“i\j“l J ) L:\f\ LB el B |

Israel and Palestine. Some say that the NPT JARE saxdl Jgy L opdaddy

Holocaust was an incompava’o le crime 1y . )
and that Germans must therefore o G s 9 ¢S VT

stand uncondiﬁona“y on the side of “"’\& L;l Lj"“ J\ A D9- \j""’" C)\
Israel, on the side of Jews. Bedl il A1 ¢ L3




8. Others say: the Holocaust was a

particular y evil genocide, but unfov*tunately

not the on y one. It o’oliges us to stand up for
the human digni’cy of all. And Lf far too many
Palestinian women and children are dying as
a result of the 1sraeli govemment’s policies, we
must also protest against this. ]fmy father’s
theme in life was a crime against humani’cy
that had ahready happened, 1 have a crime
against humani’cy that still lies ahead of us:

climate change.
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9. Since hardly anything is being done
about it so fav, climate change S very
['Lkely to depvive millions, Lf not billions,
of peop le of their habitat ’c’mfough
ﬂooding or overheaﬁng. n the weal’chy

countries, we have - stmp ly put - driven

too many cars, ﬂown too oﬁen, eaten too
much meat - climate c’aange is the
culprit of my generation, the ba’oy

IOOOWIGVS.
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10. Those who are perhaps 50-80 years
old today have not actua“y appmved the
mass killing of peop le thvough racism,
but ‘chrough their own [ifestyle have
contributed to the fac’c that a [avge part
of humanity S Ioe'mg depvived of its
habitat. How can we deal with this guil’c?
The angel says to Joseph: “Mary, your
w'gfe, will give birth to a son. You shall

give him the name Jesus. For he will save

his people. He will ﬁree them ﬁrom all
guilt.” (Matthew 1:21)
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n. That is why Jesus came into the world, to
atone for and forgive our sins. For climate

change, as fov all sins, this is not a cheap

excuse. Many still lack an awareness of
their gu'dt But our weal’chy generation (s
also respons ible fov the fac’c that our
children and gvandchildven will one day be
worse oﬁC than we are. We cannot wipe
away this gui[’c, but we can take it to the
manger and the cross, to Jesus. He will
forgive me and all those who come to Him
with an honest awareness of their gui[ :
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12. Forgiveness includes conversion,
repentance. In this case, 1 am convinced

that this means taking clear measures to

change our own l'gfes’cy[e and climate
po[icy. As citizens of the western world,
come down from our high horse and

learn humi[i’cy. He[p the victims of the
climate crisis who will also come to our

country. So: do the V'Lght thing Nnow. Only

Jesus, the child in the manger, can and
will wash us clean of our guilt.
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13. “When often my heart weeps yﬁ \J*'g @-\3 & Loes .13
in my body and can find no NV A = N RN

consolation, you call out to me: 1 . iy . .

am yowrﬁriend, a Vedeemer Of

your sins. Why do you mowrn, O § 4|l 3 ) ji J\ WCAR £;.9\
my brother? You should be in e i .
good Spivi’cs,]wiu pay your @3\ S gy O Ry
debts.” : .Lﬂ}jﬁ.}




14. The Advent season was very busy,
restless and [ively for many. Christmas
markets and Christmas shopp Ing.

Christmas concerts and Christmas parties.

Stress at work at the end of the year.
P[anning Christmas with the fami[y. Once
Christmas Eve is over, th'mgs calm down.

For some, these are nice Christmas days

with the fami[y, a[though they oﬁen no

[onger have much to do with Christmas.
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15. For others, the quiet Christmas
days, when there is little going on in
pu’olic, are rather [one[y. Nevertheless,
we [ong fov peace and quiet. Perhaps
peace and quiet ﬁfom the stress of
work or poverty and a turbulent

f&WLL[}/ [9(’ e. But we also [ongfor peace

and quiet ﬁfom the news ﬁrom our
world. For once, we don't want to hear
about the pvob[ems and dangers that
threaten us.
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16. Nor do we want our hearts to be

restless because of all these ’chings.

For once, Christmas, we want to
come to rest. As it says in the poem
“Knecht Ruprecht”: “Old and young
shall now rest from the chase of life.”
We can come to rest at Christmas:
perhaps ’chmugh rituals that we
cultivate, but above all with Jesus at
the manger in the stable.
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17. This image of Jesus' birth
pvesen‘ced to us on Luke's Christmas

story radiates a soo’ching calm: the

stable, the parents, perhaps the
animals and the divine child. A
p[ace to rest. Here (s ligh‘c, here is
peace, here is calm. Here is a
heavenly rest. With Jesus, God who
loves us, we can relax, let go of our

worries, rest.
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18. The letter to the Hebrews speaks of
the end-time rest with God. Iranians,
hav Ing grown up in an angry Islam
that makes the heart restless [ong fov

rest for their souls. Jesus says: “Come jj\_”” @M, J Jri JU ‘.; 0595

to me, allyouufho Fa/oov and are Sy ity penl o b )

Iouwiened.’ ] WL“ gwe you rest.

(Matthew 11:28) We find this rest - - o))l oda ug (28 011 Lﬁ“’) ) 5%

perhaps more than at other stations of L; @wﬂ S | Ol 5\ j{ L,

esus - at his manger, aﬂer his birth, at AV e 3 cmyj da (0395
Christmas. ST




19. At the manger in Bethlehem, we
encounter a newborn Ioa’oy. In its
elemental way, it touches us like our
children and grandchildren. But in Jesus
is the “little child who alone sustains all
things” (EG 23:3), the God of love. He
orgives us all our sins, even those that are
yet to come - not without urging us to
repent. And with Him we ﬁnd peace afker
and in all stress, heavenly peace. It all
depends on Him, on Jesus, the child in the

manger. We celebrate Him today. Amen!
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