31. What should we say then? Since God is on
our side, who can be against us?

32. God did not spare his own Son. He gave
him up for us all. Then won’t he also freely
give us everything else?

33. Who can Ioving any chavge against God’s

chosen ones? God makes us Vigh’c with

himself.

34. Then who can sentence us to death? No
one. Christ Jesus is at the V'Lght hand of God
and is also praying fov us. He died. More than
that, he was raised to life.




35. Who can separate us from Christ’s
love? Can trouble or hard times or harm
or hwngev? Can nakedness or dangev or

war?

36. It is written, ‘Because of you, we face

death all day long. We are considered as “f; J*’i \”~,°,. SRV J\_;“] 3’{:’,%
sheep to be killed. > 5

37. No! n all these things we are more

.« C“\ﬁ’

than winners! We owe it all to Christ,
who has loved us




38.lam absolutely sure that not even
death or l@fe can separate us ﬁfom God’s
love. Not even angels or demons, the
present or the futwe, or any powers can
separate us.

39. Not even the highest places or the
lowest, or anything else in all creation

can separate us. No’th'mg at all can ever

separate us from God’s love. That’s
because of what Christ Jesus our Lord
has done.




Sermon for 31 December 2024 on the
annual motto 2025

Dear congvegation.’

1. “Test everything and hold on to what is
good!” (1 Thessalonians 5:12) This is the Bible
verse for the year 2025. It presupposes that 1
have the ﬁfeedom to examine various options

and then decide on a pa’ch. However, our lives
oﬁen twrn out diﬁceven’dy. This is particularly
true of the poli’cical and historical
circumstances in which we live. ]f’cheve IS war
In our own country, tyrannies rule - suﬁering
and pain are there, it is a matter of survival.
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2. On the run, in a foreign country, | am
not free either. 1 have to live in this EU
country, in this district, in this camp -

and 1 have to put up with it fov the time
being in the hope of better times. But 1
also have certain opportunities to test

myself under diﬁ%ult circumstances. For
examp le, 1 can consider whether it is
better to continue to endure the
dictators hip In my own country or to
leave my home country, oﬁen under
diﬁicu[t circumstances. Or 1 can seek
church asy[um, for examp le.
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3.1think it's bad when we can't decide ol 84"‘“ Y los Cn J':\ &l Kixe .3
everything in life ourselves, when other L % leass L, sl 3 9@ J{ g

peoplc.e force us to do som.eth.ing again.st Lce s _3 M , d"“ J~’-9 J“ QJFY
our will. When 1 have to live in a certain
oo A decome A 3 el ol e nm

country even though 1 would much

rather live where my family ahfeady lives. Lﬁ‘u“ A2 il OK° L3 u*"‘s J””\ Lﬁ"\

When others want to decide what 1 2 b gy ol e a3 ayy base . Jaally
should wear instead of me deciding for c Qu{ 2y Js\ u\ J‘, Y N 4 _‘\J) u\

myself. As a human being, 1 was born to <) RIGNE =
be free and 1 try to find alternatives even Sl > Jj 5 ey L~ Q’§ =

when others want to fovce me to do "d“" g Ll ub L..SJ e OJJ"Y Jolst Lee
some‘ch'mg 1 don't want to do. oy Y




4. As a Christian, 1 believe that 1 am in
God's hands. He is in control of my life.

Other peop le only have temporary power

over me, pvovided God gives it to them.

With His omnipotence, God can limit and
end other peop le's power over me at any
time. Ulﬂmate[y, on[y God decides over
my life. That is a great comfort fov me.

God is always my counterpart. | can

comp lain to Him, 1 can ask Him, 1 can

thank Him.
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5.1 am not Veal[y Subjec’c to another . ’T uaz..uS G C’a’; 'Y 1.5

N lely dependent on God.
person z.lm SO e.y epen eﬁ on Go ‘ Ny f\’) Lo A J“ N
And God is mercgcbd and [ovmg, even Lf

we don't understand everything He 4\3/ b l'g R ‘\Lw 8 J{V@'m % 33 5>
does. So what a well-known man in Lk 150 s L:Uf\ @ 2 o y20 o -

Gemany once said 150 years ago 1] J“f:sj A 6“;\ &.\.’yv : C}“ - .3

apphes to me: ‘I feav God and no one

else.” (Bismarck) When we are in B\ ys 3 Qﬁi' Loss (-4)\:"“’) "o ye
difficult situations and God Y \..:\.9 s 50 Lle Wy \.@p > 239 Aars

tempovarily puts us in them, we on[y
surrender to God's will - we do not have
to submit to peop le.




6. “Test everything and keep what s 9 Lo Vslaas|, ¢ s+ Ky p" .6
This sentence by Paul is an £ Tose B s oy A oin M-
important princip le of Christian '
ethics. As Christians, we do not have
to s’ufic‘cly adhere to certain Augne m’aﬁ’ p\"a J &’JJJ Q\ \'“k

’”

good!

commandments, Vegardless of the S u‘s ‘\9\"‘*33 u‘) e Ju e
time and culture in which we live S s Lol ]y KT8, Lo

and what our own opinion is. When Lo O s 1 L e & )J\; I

it comes to how we should act, we :
. L3 Jicu d\ g.,uua: J.t <) J:>- u:>u9
are ﬁee, indeed we are encowaged,

to consider diﬁceren’c options.
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7. We should not simp [y Io[ind[y
follow the traditions of our Afghan ol Ladl oLl Jaes e

or Kurdish culture, for examp[e. But U"'“d uﬁ Ay ﬂ 9 ‘\yﬁ\aﬂy | dalzdd
I don't have to reject the traditions of cu\jy\ ds\.o.: % 2l = j\ J\ ()&

my own culture, e.g. Tranian or CJQJ ‘ Jelt L u\c ch:é\igy\ ;\

German, but can and should

examine them and keep what is \@"4;\ ’ ‘-; quuﬁ J‘ Lﬁ‘&
good about them. 1 can examine: ‘j\g‘l 2 5] A«»Y\: jao.o

what is now appropriate for me and
for my counterpart?




8. Many of them bring with them habits
and rules of coexistence ﬁrom their home
country, but now live in a diﬁceven’c
culture. 1 think it's important to

constantly reassess: how much do |

fo”ow the traditions that have shaped

me and how much do 1 foUow the soclety

in which 1 now live? In the end, a good
mixture may emerge ﬁrom this

examination.
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9. “Test everything and keep what is good
This sentence firom Paul is so general that

it can be app[ied to many areas of life. The

manager of a business en‘cerprise also has

to examine many ways in which he can
best lead his company to success. Paul is
talk'mg about the best way for a Christian
to behave. According to which criteria
should we examine everything in order to

kee}o what is good in the end?
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10. The ﬁvs’c point of examination is love
of neigh’oov. What does my neighloov
need, what is his need, his want, his
desire? Sometimes we think we know
what is good for our ne 'Lghbov and then
do something that the other person does
not want. It's best Lf the other person
tells us what they want ﬁom us. We then
have to check what we can and want to
give the other person with our
possibiliﬁes.
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11. The second test point: What is in the
spirit of Jesus? Surely the following:
TeU'mg my fe”ow human Ioeings about
him and inv iting them to entrust
themselves to him. Giving my neigh’oor
warmth and security and a Christian
community in which he or she feels at
home. To contradict my fe”ow human

Ioeings and their attitudes to life and to
conﬁron’c them when they treat other

peop le inhumanely. Forgiving the gui[ty,

accepting others with their weaknesses.
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12. The third test point is the ability to blast (o) cocdl Lo B Jlasyt 12
reason that God has given us. What V) gn b cauclid) (2 L Soly h

help what action is realistic and feas'do le Ll . "
, FPIES RS RIE TR Y ||
at the moment? What are the long-term Fltd ) 3 ui"l’ ENC o B

consequences of our actions, e.g. in J\.l J’“"‘“‘ o Uled gl 4yl L3l fJ
politics? What light and dark sides does &8 adl Cald) (2 Lo AL 3

this plan have, what advantages and J.a T logee g )5 u“ Lo calad o,\@J
dtsadvantages? Do]pevhaps have to L3 c\té“\ J.e\ S o &\ u\ J& ey

give up a less important advantage n a . 9\ . L 9 1L
dispu’ce now in order to gamn some’c’a'mg JS 2 Ub JJ‘QL Jor J° f) s
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more important later?




13. The fourth test point are the CJJJ Slpast .C’,) L1 .13

promptings of the Holy Spirit. He Oy 4y & Y] Jay, . el

leads me to trust him. He will help @’Wj @uu e gl 3 dv\cu
me to find the right path. Do 1 get Ao tL@ 5 S e Jgad] u\.ﬁ: gL
ideas and hints ﬁfom Him about S i 3 4 HLal My L
0B (3 4 Pl Lol

what is best to do in this situation?
In the event of a conﬂic’c, should 1 J'Q U T o tf’a uﬁ% 4 3
approach a situation directly, find u\({'\’ g « il Sy PN -
clear words or shou[d]ﬁrst &\L»\j 3})\ codl ) S’\ WB
withdraw, take a detour? S ilonio




14. “Test everything and keep what is "1 ) kas, v J{\jj}:&-\" 14
200 d!” Test everything according to o c&;\ | = | géw J{\j&\
charity, in following Jesus, with God-given § . . . 4 S0 (.
by, in following] BV R 5 oy el ollae ws\ Jally gy

reason, with nspuration and in the power

of the Holy Spirit and do good - according Sl J\; j\"d 7 w'\aj ZJJS
to your possibilities and gifts and your G/L"-a\j"’ S@\jﬁ 9 S@ 1999 S« \»’K°

cultural attitudes. And if you are in a hadl S UiBge (3 oS ad
situation in which you have few options fov Q\) L;\ . e old ‘ \ M Q\J L>

action, use the few opportum.ﬂues gu’)en to .,\.55 G/\;\jo- g’ o j-; AU 3laald ‘\U-G-S\
you for your own and your ne Lghloor S good A

and for God's g[ovy.




15. And take comfort In thefact that - de= o P %) VNES S«w;\ \jfg 15
with few or v?o O}.oﬁov?sfor action - God § 3! 2B - Jaall Ao gaas ;\ AAWE CHJVES
has everythmg in His hands, that He T S : .
PR B A g caly (3 £ 5* VK%@

may temporarily and limitedly Impose

difficult things on us, but that He still ¥ all asgaz 55y w8y Dlins e

loves us. My counterpart is not a A uaz‘-»s Pl de S }B L s
person who may make my [@fe diﬁcicul‘c, _‘@ jﬁ JJ Ao &L& J,_; 15

but God, who also has this person in
His hands and who will ultimately 3 Jony o 3 Lo jasadl U Jos

make things good for me too. J" P Jjﬁy Jo e 4Ll




16. And this is also how we want to
enter the new year 2025: we entrust
ourselves to God our Father in the
good and sometimes also in the

dgfﬁcult We know and believe that

Jesus is always at our side to carry

us, comfort us and chaﬂenge us to

do good. And then we will do it in

the power and with the wisdom of
the Ho ly Spirit. Amen!

oy S ) 2 o, .16
K5 01:2025 sadl oW L Jss
o\l ol dl (3 Ll U1 ) L]
Sy7 a0 T (pPy A F \’\0\
blaow g Lyjmy bfd il ) G
L/“.} W L/\S.} “\”j jk;- M
ol oy el 7)) 85




	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17
	Folie 18
	Folie 19

